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CHAPTE'R I. 

Depart tire from Kengls — A heavy Shower of Rain — Vaffage by the 
Cataradis — Arrival at Kollare — Smoke ufcd in the Honfcs for the 
Pnrpofe of keeping off the numberlefs Infedh — Country near Kollare 
— Meet with a mifl Jhlftd Boatman — Dangers and Difficulties 
fur mounted under his Condudt — More of the Catara^is — The Boats 
drawn for a confiderahle Difiance over the Land through a Wood — 
EmbarraJJhient caufed by the boggy Ground in the Wood — The 
Cataract of Muonio-iojki : a fuccefsful Attempt to defeend this Fall 
in a Boat, 

* % 

TT AVING fet out from Kengis, wc did not change our boat 
till we reached Kollare, a diftance of twenty-two miles. 
We performed this voyage in twelve hours, in the courfe of which 
our boatmen had only five hours reft. We were furprifed by a 
hca v \ fall of rain, which poured upon us for half an hour in fucli 
VoL. II. B 2 ' large 
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large drops, and with fuch violence, that we began to fear It would 
fill the boat. I had not feen fb copious a fliower fince I left Italy, 
nor did I think it ufual in this high latitude. The rain was fo 
round, and the drops fo large, that wc loft fight of the furround- 
ing objefts, infomuch that our view was confined to the diftance 
of eight or ten feet all around us. This was the firft and only 
time wx heard any thunder in our travels towards the North. 
Our tent hitherto had only been an encumbrance to us, but the 
period w as approaching wdicn we flaould find its ufe. In the pro- 
grefs of our navigation as far as Kollare, wx encountered many ca- 
tarafts, but wc became fo accuftomed to them, that what at firft 
was a caufc of terror, became at length an objeft of amufement. 
Once it happened that wc got aground upon a rock in the middle 
of the river. Our Finlanders puflied the boat on a large round 
flone, fo that it hung on its furfacc, while wc remained fufpended 
by our own equilibrium. Inftead of trembling at this fingular 
fituatlon, in which wc could not continue a moment without im- 
minent danger of falling into the water, it excited in us an im- 
moderate fit of laughter ; a circumftance w hich feemed greatly 
to furprife and dlveft pur boatmen. 

The village of Kollare Is inhabited by Finlandifli pcafants, who 
feem to be very much at their cafe. The young woman wc met 
at Kengis was come home, and had prepared for us beds, excel- 
lent milk, butter, and meat of the rein-deer in abundance. She 
was in the houfe with her mother and a girl of the neighbourhood ; 
the male part of the Family were gone a fifhing. This young per- 

fon 
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foil had a gaiety and natural vivacity very uncommon in a coun- 
try like this. Her figure was fine, though very tall, being near 
fix feet in height. She fpoke with cafe, and replied to our dumb 
fliew by fmart repartees, at which wx laughed upon truft, but 
which our interpreter found excellent, and full of wit and humour. 
The village is fituated uponafmall ifland, which is the property of 
the inhabitants. The ifland is formed by the river Muonio, which 
here divides itfclf into two branches. The people cultivate barley, 
and have fbmc meadow grounds with excellent hay. 

The firfl: favour the wxmen confeifred upon us was to fill our 
room fo full of fmoke, that it brought tears in our eyes. Their 
intention was good, they wiflied to deliver us from the molefta- 
tioii of the gnats ; and as a mean of very efFc(ftual prevention, they 
made a fecond fire near tlic entrance of the apartment to flop the 
frefli myriads of thofe infedls which wxre ready to rufli in upon 
us from w ithout. A thick fmoke is an objed of great luxury in this 
part of the wxrld. Thofe infeds,, which are the fcourge of that 
country, became indeed very troublcfome to us ; and our gauze 
\ eils and gloves could give us no protedion againfl: their fmging in 
our ears, and interrupting our fleep. Here our own refolution, as 
that of our fervants formerly, for the firft time, began to be ihaken. 

The landfcape at this place is plcafing : all along the banks you 
have the birch and other trees, which form a contraft with the 
uniformity of the pines and the firs. The face of the country is 
rather flat, and it is only at a certain diflance that you difeover 
hills of fome fize. ' . 


We 
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We had the good fortune to meet here four of the moft expe- 
rienced boatmen we had feen in the whole courfe of our travels. 
There was one of them called Simon, whom we named by way 
of eminence, the Bonaparte of the CataraSis. It it impoflible ibr 
me to give the reader an idea of the excellence of his tadics, his 
courage, his addrefs, the juftnefs of his eye in judging from the 
furface of the water the nature of the bottom, and in afeertain- 
ing, with the moft fcrupulous precifion, the depth of the river. 
Had it not been for the refolution and fteadinefs of this man, our 
expedition muft have ended at Kollarc ; for the obftaclcs to be 
encountered between this place and Muonionifea are fo fcrioufly 
difeouraging to common boatmen, that they would have refufed 
to a man to condud us any farther. 

The paflage from Kollare to Muonionifea is a dillance of fixty- 
fix miles, entirely upon the river Muonio, and conllantly in oppo- 
fition to catarads and the current. The fortitude and perfeve- 
ranee with which thofe people bore this long and extraordinary 
labour, llicw the aftonilliing power of habit. Where the river 
was too ftrong and violent for our boats, which owing to the 
weight they carried drew too much water, to make good their 

r ,* 

paflage, we were forced to difembark and haul our empty boats 
along the river. The Finlanders who were employed in dragging 
the boat, kept on the bank, leaping from ftone to ftonc, and fomc- 
times went up to the middle in water to difengage the rope from 
the rocks, where it had become entangled. Sometimes the boats 
themfelvcs w ere obftrufted in their paflage by the rocks, in which 

cafe 
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cafe one of the men threw himfclf into the water, fwam up to 
them, and fet them afloat again. At laft we came to a place 
where the extreme force of the cataradl, the depth of the water, 
and the obftruftions from the rocks, rendered it to appearance al- 
together impofllble to continue our progrefs. Our brave Simon 
was the only perfon who thought every thing poflible. Tlie reft 
feemed difpofed to find fault with his daring projeds, which they 
never leffened; but, on the contrary, magnified through their 
fears. But he was always the firft to* fet an example of the mol> 
unwearied patience and adivity ; he conftantly charged himfclf 
with the execution of the moft arduous and laborious part of the 
undertaking, and never propofed a thing in which he did not 
referve for himfelf the moft difficult and hazardous offices it 
impofed : in ffiort, no perils could daunt his fpirit, no toils let 
bounds to his exertions. He hauled the boat, he difengaged it 
when it ftuck faft ; he was the firft to leap into the water when- 
ever occafion required, and feemed to do every thing himfclf 
alone. 

While our Finlanders wxre difplaying the nioft heroic pcrfevc- 
rance on the river and on its banks, the utn^oft we could do was 
to keep up with them in the adjacent wood. It was not always 
poffiblc to follow them clofe to the river, as we were not, like them, 
able to jump from one rock to another. The current too fome- 
times produced a giddinefs in the head, and we were unwilling to 
wet our legs by wading through the water. Another fpecies of fa- 
tigue ftill awaited us in the woods : w^e funk’ here and there fo 

deep 
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deep in the mofs, that wc thought we Ihould be immerfed in it 
up to our necks. We fometimes met with places fo deep and 
boggy, that it was highly dangerous to fet a foot upon them. The 
branches everywhere intercepted our paiTage, while the veils wc 
wore on our faces, to proted them from the flings of infeds, 
caught hold of the branches, and were in danger of being torn in 
pieces by every twig. Tall fir and pine-trees, which the wind 
had levelled with the ground, and which time had almofl con- 
verted into dufl, lay flattered in the woods. Wc wiflied to 
eflape the embarraflment of the mofs, by flepping along the 
trees that lay in our way ; but we found their fubflance generally 
fo rotten and decayed, that now and then they fuddenly gave 
way under our feet, and we could with difficulty favc ourfclves 
from falling. 

In this manner we had travelled about two Englifh miles, when 
notice was given us that the catarads were become fb formidable, 
that there was no chance of carrying the boats farther up the 
river. To proceed without our boats was not to be thought of, 
it being impoflible to get to Muonionifla but by crolfing the 
river Muonio ; and b^fides, there was another fmaller river at the 
oppofite fide. The only expedient we had left was to haul the 
boats on fhore, and to drag them about two miles through the 
woods, where we would come to a part of the river more quiet 
and pradicable for failing on. Simon was the firfl to embrace 
this refllution ; and without knowing that wc had travelled on 
the fla drawn by horfls, he propofld that we fhould travel 


over 
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over the land through a thick wood in a boat. We were not in- 
human enough, however, to take advantage of Simon s magnani- 
mity, and to place ourfclvcs in the boat, for its continual fridion 
againft the mofs and trees rendered it fo weighty, that it required 
the whole force of our four boatmen to draw a fingle boat at once 
without any thing in it. At length we got to the end of tw'o 
miles, and we were very glad to repofe while our men returned 
for our baggage and the other boat. In the courfe of this journey, 
being invited by an uncommon noif^«of the river, we drew near 
to have a view^ of the famous cataraft of Muonio-kolki ; and 
though w'c Judged it impoffible to defeend with fuch a current, 
we were, nevcrthelcfs, bold enough to attempt and accomplifli it 
on our return. As this cataract is the moft dangerous that w'c 
pafled in the whole courfe of our river navigation, I (hall endea- 
vour to give the reader a defeription, as near as I can, of the man- 
ner in which the paflage is performed. 

Let him irnaginc a place where the river is fo hemmed in by 
narrow banks, and fo compreffed with rugged and fliclving rocks, 
that the current is doubled in its rapidity ; let him moreover re- 
prefent to his mind the formidable inequalities in the bed of the 
river, occafioncd by thofc rocks, which can only be paffed by a fort 
of leap, and confcquently make the water extremely turbulent ; 
let him conceive that, for the fpace of an EngUfti mile, this river 
continues in the fame ftate : and let him, after all this, confidcr 
the hazard to which a boat muft be expofed that ventures itfelf 
on fuch a furface, where both the nature of the channel, and the 
VoL. II. C 
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amazing velocity of the current, feem to confpire to its dcftruc- 
tion. You cannot perform this paflage by limply following the 
ftream ; but the boat muft go with an accelerated quicknefs, 
which fliould be at lead double to that of the current. Two 
boatmen, the mod adivc and robud that can be found, mud ufc 
their utmod exertions in rowing the whole time, in order that the 
boat may overcome the force of the dream, while one perfon is 
dationed at the helm to regulate its diredion as circumdances 
may require. The rapidity^pf this defeent is fuch, that you ac- 
complilh an Englilh mile in the Ipace of three or four minutes. 
The man that manages the rudder can, with difficulty, fee the 
rocks he mud keep clear of : he turns the head of the boat di- 
redly in the line of the rock he means to pafs, and when he is in 
the very indant of touching it, he fuddenly makes a lharp angle 
and leaves it behind him. The trembling padengcr thinks that 
he lhall fee the boat daihed in a thoufand pieces, and the moment 
after be is adonilhed at his own exidence.. Add to all this, that 
the waves rulh into the boat from all fides, and drench you to the 
Ikin-; while, at other times, a billow will dalh over the boat from 
fide to fide, and fcarqely touch you. It is a fituation which pre- 
fents danger in fuch frightful ihapes, that you could hardly open 
your eyes and refrain from trembling, though a perlbn with the 
greated certainty ihould affure you that you would not differ any 
harm. Several people, however, have periffied in this place ; and 
there were but two men in the village of Muonio who thought 
themlelves qualified to condud the defeent : thefe were an old 
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man of fixty-feven years of age, and his fon of twenty-fix. The 
old boatman had known this paffage twenty years, and navigated it 
always with fuccefs, and in the courfe of that period he had taught 
his fon his own dangerous calling. It is impofliible to conceive 
any thing more ftriking and intcrefting than the colleftcd and in- 
trepid expreffion of the old man’s countenance in the progrefs of 
the palTage. As our refolution to defeend this catarait was not 
adopted raflily, but after a minute enquiry and cool rcfledlion, we 
wxre prepared to obferve the detail.*of our adventure in its moll 
trifling circumftanccs. The old man never fat down, but flood 
upright, holding the rudder with both hands, which was tied on 
purpofc for the occafion to the flcrn of the boat. In palling the 
fmaller catarads, they defeend w'ith the rudder untied, which 
they hold between their arms, and fit all the while. When w'c 
were in the moft critical moments of the paflage, we had only 
to caft our eye on the old man’s countenance, and our fears al- 
moll inllantly vanifhed. In plaibcs of Icfs difficulty he looked 
round to his fon, to obferve if he had proceeded with fafety. It 
was plain his thoughts were more occupied about his fon than him- 
fclf; and indeed the young man grazed the crocks on twodifterent 
occafions. As foon as all danger w^as over, we drew in to the fliorc 
to repofe and enjoy the triumph of our fuccefs. It was then we 
remarked that the fon, who had piloted the fccond boat, looked 
extremely pale through terror ; and my companion’s fervant, who 
had been in his boat, informed us that they had received two vio- 
lent fhocks, and that on both occafions he gave himfelf up for loft. 

C 2 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IL 

A /mail Colony of Finlanders between Kollare and MMonionifca— 
Charming Country around that Colony — Rules of Colonization oh- 
ferved in Lapland— The Village of Muonionifca — The Parfon of 
the Parijh — The InhabitaAis of this Di/lriS : their Manners and 
Mode of Life. 

TT coft us two days and two nights to accompliih thefe iucty- 
lix miles ; and before recommencing our laborious travels, we 
Ropped at a fmall cottage, where we found a little colony of Fin- 
landers which feemed extremely poor, and by their particular 
fituation intereRed us very much. 

The colony coniifted of two families only, who lived altogether 
in the fame cottage, and amounted to feven perfons, including 
two women and a young child. The fituation of this little com- 
munity made a powerful impreifion upon our minds. The fur- 
rounding country is delightful ; a number of fmall wooded ifiands 
ferve to cmbcllilh the courfe of the river, which here occupies a 
broader channel, and glides on with a more placid current : the 
oppofitc banks are adorned with trees and verdure. Nature leem- 
cd to fmile all around this folitary manfion, while peace and good 
humour reigned within its humble walls. This Kttlc commu- 
nity. 
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nity, cut off and infulated from all focicty for five months in the 
year, have neither prieft nor temple. They are feparated from 
Muonionifea by the many obllradions which we have deferibed 
in the former chapter, and from Kengis by a journey of three or 
four days, going and returning, the whole of the way of which ia 
rendered difficult by catarads of a moft painful and laborious 
afeent. Thefe people, accuftomed to live in the moft perfcA foli- 
tude, having fcldom an opportunity of feeing thofc who rcfidc 
neareft to them, were aRonilhed when we made our appearance. 
The natives of Kollarc diflike to encounter the catarads, and con- 
fcqucntly fubmit to the iatigue of afeending the current of the 
river, only when they have fbme fpecial reafon, which occurs but 
fcldom. The colonifts fubflU: by the labour of their hands, and 
the fcanty produce of their fields. Their property in land extends 
fix miles around their dwelling ; and lakes, rivers, fiihery, woods, 
and meadows arc exclufivcly their own, within a circle whofc ra- 
dius is fix miles. Such extenfive j)ropcrty in land formed a Ibrik- 
ing contrail with the indigence of the poffcffors. They had 
only four cows ; they lowed but one barrel of barley, which in 
good years produced them feven barrels, buf. Ibmetimes did not 
return them even the feed. One year their harveft was fo very 
bad, that they mull have died of famine, but for a merchant of 
Tornca who palTed this way, and gave them a fupply. This hap- 
pened at the beginning of their colonial cxillencc, when they had 
firll come to lettle in this place. They were a couple of Fin- 
landilli families who had rclided at Muonionifea ; b\it having no- 
thing 
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thing to live upon, they rcfolved to emigrate, mutually to fupport 
each other, and to fix their abode in a renaote corner of the coun- 
try, where they might acquire fome property. Whoever is dif- 
pofed to eflablifh himfelf in Lapland has only to chufc his fitua- 
tion, but it muft be at the diftance of fix miles from the bounds of 
the neareft village ; and the moment he has built his hut, all the 
land for fix miles round him is his own by right of polTeffion. 

The traveller, who in his excurfions vifits this country in fum- 
mcr, will be enchanted, at every ftep he takes, with the finding 
afped of thofe hills and lakes, and with the variety and foftnefs of 
the pidures which prefent themfelves in fucceflion to his eye. If 
that traveller fhould have been the vidim of thofe vices and paf- 
fions which riot in great towns, and countries highly civilifed 
and refined ; fliould he have narrowly efcaped being lliipwrcckcd 
on the tempeftuous fca of ambition ; or fhould he have fufFcr- 
cd the mortification of a difappointed fclf-lovc, and all the in- 
quietude of an overweening conceit of his own merit ; fliould this 
miferablc man have never found one with whom he might fharc 
his pains and his pleafurcs ; fliould he, in fliort, have never tailed 
the fwcets of genuine friendfhip — ah ! how ought fuch a difturbed 
and afflided mind to covet the innocence and fimplicity of this 
country ! How fortunate would it be for him, could he exchange 
this, with its artlcfs joys, for the high blown luxuries in which he 
had hitherto lived. But alas! there is nothing on earth perfed ; 
no human enjoyment is without alloy. Even that fpot, which I 
have deferibed as fo peaceful and charming, has its fliare of mifery, 

w'hich 
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which diminiflies or even deftroys its attradlions. The lonji; con- 
tinuance of the winter and its horrors ; the opprcflivc multitude 
of tormenting infefts In the fummer, would, in the opinion of 
moll men, counterbalance any advantages which the beauty of the 
fituation, or the allurements of rural life, could prefent. But, 
after all, where can the unhappy find peace and joy ; what region 
can fliclter him from the forrows that dwell in his wounefed heart? 
If content be not the inmate of his bofom, it is In vain to feck 
for it in diftant countries : it is a phiintom that will conftantly 
elude his grafp. A change of climate cannot relieve the conflidl 
in his bread; and why fliould he fight without, fince the battle 
rages wdthin ! Happinefs, like the fun’s rays, is difperfed over the 
whole earth : it is diftributed, though with apparent inequality, 
yet with impartial Juflicc. The Laplander is without night in 
fummer ; but he is alfo without day during his long winter. Na- 
ture balances all things. 

Muonlonifca is a village compdfed of fifteen or lixtecn dwell - 
ing-houfes, irregularly placed on the left bank of the river Muo- 
nio. Eaftward it is bordered by a chain of mountains, of which 
Mount Pallas and Keimio-tunduri arc the mod confiderablc ; to- 
wards the north, and at a fhort didance, the woods terminate 
the View, which is the cafe alfo towards the wed and fouth, into 
which quarter the river holds its courfe. Muonto is the name of 
the river, nifca fignifics beginning ; and the village is fo called, 
becaufe it is the place where the river begins to aflumc a regular 
form. At Muonionifea there is a church and* a parfon, who, like 

that 
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that of Kengls, is under the fuperintendence of the minillcr of 
Upper Tornea. The parifti of Muonionifea is about two hundred 
fquare miles in extent, and the parfon is to all appearance a pea- 
fant^ like any of his flock ; having nothing vifible about him that 
refers to his clerical dignity, except a pair of black breeches. This 
poor man had the misfortune of being ruined by a fire/ which con- 
fumed all his houfehold furniture with his library, from which he 
could not even fave his bible. This lofs however was not what he 
feemed to have felt moft fej^erely, as he obferved, that after this 
difaftcr, he found himfclf c'afed of the burden of reading Latin, 
a language in which he fometimes attempted to converfe wuth us, 
but which, in his mouth, formed fuch a jargon as made us laugh, 
though it did not promote the interchange of ideas. The honeft 
parfon was of great ufe to us during our flay at Muonionifea ; he 
attended us everywhere, was ready to explain on all occafions 
where we found difficulties ; and as he was well acquainted with 
the Finlandifli and Swcdifli languages, was able to give us the 
etymology of many words that we met with and wiflied to undcr- 
ftand. He was the moft clownifh parfon I ever faw in my vari- 
ous travels ; and I believe that calamity and extreme diftrefs had 
contributed more than any thing to reduce him, in point of per- 
fonal confcqucnce, to a level with the mcaneft of his parifhioners. 
This man, however, poflefled a large fliare of ftrong natural fenfe ; 
he reafoned with much juftnefs and fagacity on the fubjeft of 
politics; and as he was a poor and humble being himfclf, he 
violently declaimed againft the manner in which the ariftocracy 

and 
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and high clergy abufed their riches. As a politician he was a de- 
termined enemy to every thing defpotic ; he had infinite refped 
for Bonaparte, and one would have thought he entertained fomc 
idea tiuit the conqueror of Italy might one day come to Muonio- 
nifea, and make him fuperintendent miniftcr of Lapland. He 
was particularly hoflilc to RufTia and its government, which he 
laid debafed the people, and kept them, from policy, in a Rate 
of brutifh ignorance. Sometimes he would difeourfe on the abufes 
of birth and hereditary fucceflion, irf a manner which I was afto- 
nifhed to hear from a man, who had nothing in the wwld but a 
fliirt, a pair of breeches, and the flioes on his feet. I imagined 
that fome modern book on thofe fubjefts had fallen into his 
hands ; but when he gave me an account of the works that com- 
pofed his library, I found it had confiftcd of nothing but tra<Ss of 
divinity, and books on theological controverfy. What aftonifhed 
me moft was, that this fort of reading had not bereft him of the 
good fenfe nature had given hihi ; hut he aflured me he had 
ftudied thofe volumes as little as poflfiblc. He w as the better plcafcd 
to fee travellers, becaufe they never could be any inconvenience to 
him, fincc being very ill lodged himfclf, it ’could not be expefted 
he fliould find them accommodation ; and befidcs, by their arrival 
he was fure of fome glafles of brandy, with which we ufed to re- 
gale him as often as he came to fee us. He declared our brandy 
was delicious ; and with each glafs he fwal lowed, pronounced its 
culogium in a manner equally energetic and fincere. In this coun- 
try, far removed from the infection of our corrupt manners, flat- 
VoL. II. D terj 


0 7 !*7 7 ^ 



TRAVELS 


i8 

tery and parafitical praiie are but little in fafhion, and confe* 
quently we did not fufped the parlbn of dillimulation, or that he 
was not perfedlly fatisfied as to the good qualities he afcribcd to 
that beverage. 

I lhall now lay before the reader what information I was able 
to colled, refpeding this village and the manners of its inhabi* 
tants. The population of the whole parilh conlifts of four hun- 
dred fouls, difperfed over a furface of nearly ^o hundred fquare 
miles. The inhabitants are all of them Finlandilh emigrants, who 
came and fettled here, and who confequently fpeak the language 
of Finland. All travellers who have vifited this country have 
named the people Laplanders ; and I have in fome degree con- 
formed myfclf, in the courle of this work, to the fame prejudice, 
but I have diftinguiftied them by the appellation of Finlandilh 
Laplanders, or in other words, Finlanders fettled in Lapland. 
Their habits and manner of life are nearly the fame with thofc 
of the natives of Finland ; and, indeed, there is no difference but 
what is produced.by climate and their topographical lituation. It 
it very remarkable, however, that the Finlanders fettled here, 
like the palloral Laplanders, know nothing cither of poetry and 
mulic, or mufical inftruments. Surrounded with lakes and rivers 
abounding in fifh, they take little concern in agriculture, but de- 
pend chiefly for fubfifience on the precarious refburce of fifhing, 
or on the Rill more uncertain fruits of the chafe. The qualities, 
as among all favage nations, in the higheft eftimation in the male 
fex, are bodily ffrength and adivity. They enjoy the appetite of 

love. 
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love, but have little experience of the fighs and tender emotions 
of that paffion. The people have a gloomy and ferious deport- 
ment : the youth of both fexes remain in the company of each 
other without the leaft of that playful gaiety which is fo becom- 
ing in their years. I never once oblervcd a young man dired a 
fmile of cpmplailancc towards a young woman. It is a pretty 
general cuftom, however, for the youth of both fexes to fleep to- 
gether, and what is ftill more extraordinary, without producing 
any decilivc cvidct^l^^of too much familiarity. The father charges 
himfclf with the marriage of his diild ; and the union of the 
parties is a contrail rather dilated by family convenience than 
by any predilection for each other. At the fame time there have 
been inftances of jcaloufy, and even of madnefs occafioncd by 
this paffion. There was a woman, it feems, ftill alive, who be- 
came infanc from love, and who in her frenzy killed her own 
daughter. She is faid to have entertained a violent fufpicion of 
a woman, whom fhe fuppofed hfid engaged the afteClions of her 
hufband. We find contradictions in the character of every people 
on earth, and this is a ftriking example in corroboration of that 
obfervation. There is not an inftance of cither robbery or murder 
known in this country ; but cafes of fuicide have happened : 
people have drowned thcmfclvcs, or made attempts upon their 
lives in one fhape or another. Such excefTes arc there attributed 
neither to want nor to the paffion of love, but to madnefs, occa- 
fioncd by fome natural caufc, or to violent deprelfion and lowncfs 
of fpirits. 
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The food of thefc people in fummer confifts of fifli dried in the 
fun. When the hlhery happens to be very produdive, they fell 
the furplus, or give it in exchange for meal, fait, or iron, which 
they want for domcftic purpolcs. They like better to receive meal 
in exchange for their fifli, than to apply themfclves to the labour 
of the foil. Among them agriculture is ftill in its primitive 
Rate. They make no ufe of the plough, but work the ground by 
the force of their arms, though the parfon has been at much 
pains, but without fuccefs, to teach them the advantage of that 
implement. He ufed himfclf to yoke his cow to the plough, and 
cultivate a fmall field of his own, in order to fet an example to 
others. As foon as the fnow has begun to fall in autumn, they 
carefully obferve the traces of the bear, and go out to attack him 
in parties of three or. four perfons. About the middle of Auguft, 
the feafon when the birds caft their feathers, they have confider- 
ablc fuccefs in the chafe of wild ducks and other aquatics, which 
thdy knock down with the oar, thefc animals being then unable 
to cfcapc from them by the affiftance of their wings. 

When they have. cut down their hay and fufficiently dried it, 
they put it upon a fort of frame, ralfcd high above the ground, 
on four pofts, fo as not only to fccure it from being humid by the 
overflowing of the river, but alfo from being carried aw ay by the 
force of the current. Some of them poflefs rein-deer, which In 
fummer they intrufl: to the care of a Laplander, who condudls 
them into the vallies among the mountains, and w atches and at- 
tends them in their pafture. 


The 
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The people arc extremely fober, they never drink fplrltuous 
liquors, except on marriage days, when they indulge, but not to 
cxcefs, in mirth and gaiety. The ceremony of* marriage is fol- 
lowed by a dinner in their llyle, and afterwards by a dance, but 
w'ithout mufic of any kind, except their cries and the fnapping 
of their fingers. They have no relifli for beer ; and when we pre- 
vailed upon them to tafte our wine, they made wry faces and took 
it for phyfic. The parfon alTured us in the moft pathetic accents, 
that there w^as not a finglc glafs of brapdy to be had in the w'hole 
two hundred fquare miles of his parifli*; he told us likewife, that 
drunkennefs is regarded by the people as the moft fcandalous vice 
to which a man can be fubjed : and we could not help fufpeding 
that this was one of the caufts of his being fo little revered and 
eftcemed by his flock. 

Difeafc and ficknefs are extremely rare among thefe people ; 
there have been inftanccs of peafants in this parlfli, who have 
lived to the age of one hundred an^ ten years : and the only dif- 
order that proves fatal to tlie inhabitants, is a kind of inflamma- 
tory fever. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

Excurjion from Muoniont/ca to Mount Pallas^ and Kcimio- Tunduri 
— Rivers Muonio and Jcres — PIcaJng Scenery about the latter — 
Different Terms of the Finlanders for a Mountain, accordhig to 
its peculiar Quality — ProJpeSi from Keimio-^Tunduri — Mount Pnl-^ 
las inaccejjihle — Face of the Country — Snow on Mount Pallas, 
and Ice on a Lake — Some Ohje£ls in Natural Hj/iory colleSled. 

A DAY and a night /pent at Muonionifea ferved to recover 
^ us from the fatigue of our late journey, and the following 
morning we found ourfelvcs difpofed to make an cxcurfion into 
the country. Our honeft parfon was our guide in this expedition. 
He made an excellent fellow traveller, accommodated himfcif to 
every thing ; and what rendered him Hill more agreeable to us, 
was, that we found him by no means a mere novice in the pur- 
fuits of natural hiftory. Dr. Quenzel, who made the fame tour, 
had him for his companion, and inftrufted him in different par- 
ticulars : he was, for inftance, no ftranger to the names of certain 
infedls, fuch as the coccinella trifffeiata, and the cureulio areticus ; 
in the department of ornithology he knew the motacilla fuecica, 
the turdus rofeus ; and in that of fifhes, the falmo alpha. 

We direfted our courfe towards Mount Pallas. The name of 

this 
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this mountain teemed to us rather extraordinary, but our friend 
the parfou was unable to explain its meaning, nor could he ever 
give us any thing like a plauHblc etymology of the term. Our 
dcfign in this excurfion was to have a view of the furrounding 
country from the top of that mountain, to collcft, as we went 
along, plants, birds, infcdls, and fliells from the bed of the river ; 
to make a drawing of any pifturcfque objcdl that might prefent 
itfelf, and to fall in with fome wandering Laplander watching 
his rein-deer, which pafture in the’^lcns and vallics of thofe 
mountains. We had no choice as to our manner of travelling, 
and w'erc obliged to proceed by water to the very foot of the 
mountain. Having failed down the river Muonio, we went up 
the fmall river Jcrcs, which runs into the Muonio, three miles 
from Muonionifea. This little river flows for the greateft part in 
a peaceful llrcam, and fpreading itfelf at certain Ihort intervals, 
forms charming little lakes, traverfmg a country the moft pleaf- 
ing and divcrfiiicd poflible. Bir^s, and efpecially wild-ducks, 
fwarm on this river, and afforded us a very lingular kind of Iport. 
In certain plaees the channel becoming narrow, the willows and 
other trees of the oppofite banks unite and entwine their branches, 
fo as to compofc a fpecies of bower, which fkreened us from the 
rays of the fun. The wild-ducks frequently flew into thofe re- 
cefles, but not thinking it prudent to venture far amongft the 
trees, made a precipitate retreat : on their return they pafled di- 
reftly over our head, and offered us the beft opportunity poffible 
for fhooting. This river exhibited the finefl; fecnery a painter 

could 
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could dcfirc in the mild and rural ftyle. As we approached clofc 
to the mountain wc came upon a large lake which forms the 
fource of the river. This lake is intercepted, however, by a ca- 
taraft of very confidcrablc length, fo incumbered with ftoncs, 
that fcarccly an empty boat could have proceeded upon it. The 
neceffities of thefc people impelled them to make an attempt to 
remove fomc of the ftoncs in this lake, and to turn them to one 
fide for the purpofc of deepening the water in the middle, and fo 
to facilitate the paffage of 'their fifliing-boats. We were aflured, 
that the firft perfons who fucceeded in furmounting the obftacles 
which feparated the navigable part of this river from the lake, 
had each of them, after fifteen days fifhing, four or five barrels of 
fi/h for his own fhare. 

Mount Pallas, at a diftance, has a very fallacious appearance, 
feeming to be of no confidcrablc fize, but becomes more impofing 
in proportion as you approach it. The parfon informed us, that the 
Finlanders have fix words to exprefs a mountain, each of which 
ferves to denote fomc diftinftive quality in the objed; viz. ift, 
which fignifics a fmall rifing ground, furnifhed wdth wood ; 
2dly, Rova, one of a more confidcrablc eminence, covered with 
ftoncs ; 3djy, Warn, a hill with a tuft of trees ; 4thly, Kero, a 
large hill with brufliwood here and there on the furface ; 5thly, 
Tundtirif denoting a high naked mountain ; and alfo a Cth name, 
which is Setke, fignifying a long hill, without any allufion to its 
height. 

After doubling certain points and promontories, wx rowed the 
^ boat 
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boat as near as we could to the mount Kcimio-timduri, which we 
immediately began to climb. The afeent is extremely difficult 
and troublcfome, in as much as we had not only to climb, but 
to open a paffiigc with our hands acrols w’oods which nobody per- 
haps ever penetrated before, at Icaft certainly not from motives of 
amufement. At laft we came to a part of the mountain which is 
bare of trees, wliere we found, with fomc concern, that it was im- 
poffible for us to get to mount Pallas, by realon of fwamps and 
iinall lakes, which infulated the mouirfain, and' w hich were them- 
felves fecluded from one another by impaffable marflics. At the 
top of Keimio we had all around under our eye a vail profped, 
which afforded us a moft perfed idea of the country. To- 
wards the cart and weft, the furface is covered with finall hills as 
lar as the eye can reach, whofc tops feemed to mix with the Ikies 
at the horizon ; northward, mount Pallas lifts his head far above 
the other objefts, and looks down upon all the adjacent moun- 
tains : but the view towards the fbtith prefented an immenfe trad 
of country wholly inaccefliblc and impenetrable taman, confiiliug 
of a difmal and dreary extent of fwamps and marffiy foil. 

The whole of what we faw was more calculated to intereft a 
geographer than a painter, who could perceive very little that 
would fuit the purpofes of his art. Between us and mount Pallas 
lay a fmall lake, on whofe furface the ice had not yet entirely 
difappeared : being fituated in the bottom of the valley, it w\as 
fcrccncd from the folar rays, and as it was probably formed of 
fnovv water, which had run dowm from the mountains, it might 
VoL. II. E be 
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be lefs pervious to the warmth of the atmofplicrc. Tlic Ihow was 
entirely gone on Keimio, but wc obferved it lying here and there 
on mount Pallas, a circumftancc probably owing to the difference 
of their refpeftive elevations. 

Wc made various perambulations round this mountain in fearch 
of birds and plants. We found a couple of groufe (tetrao cagopiis 
of Linn.) which were more than one half white ; and alfo a 
couple of emheriza 7tivalis, Linn, which were juft beginning to 
change the colour oT their plumage ; they w'cre ftill almoft entirely 
white. 

The fifh of the lake are the following : 

Salmo albula Cyprinus alburnum 

Perea fluviatilis Efox lucius 

Gadus lota 

On our return homeward we examined the channel of the river 
for fliells, in which it is not unufual to find pearls. We found 
the fpccies called mya piSionwi, but the pearls were fcarccly vifible, 
and in all of tjicm fo very trifling, that we thought them not 
worth our notice. Our attendants were aftoniflicd at the zeal 
with which we purfued our rcfcarches ; nor had they the fmallcft 
conception of their utility. The parfon himfclf w'as at a lofs to 
difeover w'hat real advantages wc could propofe toourfelves by the 
inveftigation of infefts and plants. Since his library was deftroyed, 
he had found that he could eafily difpenfc with divinity, and fan* 
cied he had (fifcovcred that divinity, viewxd as a fcience, was en- 
tirely ufelefs, and that the fcieiices in general were good for no- 
thing 
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thing in the world, except in fo far as they amufed the inteilccL 
and ferved to banifli the liftleflhcfs of human life. 

As we fell down the river we were prefented with fccnery alto- 
gether different from what w'C had feen in afeending it. One part 
of our plan ftill remained to be accompliflied, I mean that of tra- 
verfing the mountains in queft of the Laplanders and tlicir rein- 
deer ; but we were fo extremely fatigued, that it was deemed 
more wife to return to Muonionifea, We had made a tour of 
thirty-fix miles in the fpacc of twenty*1iours, almoft without halt- 
ing. The heat of the weather was cxccffivc : Cclfius’s thermo- 
meter at noon rofe in the fhade to 27 degrees ; and the gnats tor- 
mented us inccflantly. Upon our arrivaJ at Muoniontfca, we 
refumed our ufual occupations ; and having enjoyed a litUe repofe, 
we began to prepare for our departure. 

Our abode at this place made Ibmc addition to our colledion 
of natural hiftoiy. We obtained, among other things, fevcral fpe- 
cimens of the motacilla fuecica, witK their eggs and neft. We got 
alfo a magnificent /am, which a Laplander killc,d on one of the 
neighbouring lakes. It turned out to be the lams gtaucus of Lin- 
naeus. Befides this we colledcd a confidcrable quantity of plants 
and infeds. 


E 


(TIAPTER 



28 


TRAVELS 


CHAPTER IV. 

Departure from Muonionifcat July the frji — ExceJJive Heat — Travel 
by Night — A Settlement called Pallajovento — Proper Boundary of 
Lapland — Mtftake of Travellers and Geographers concernwg Lap- 
land — Face of the Country between Muontonifca and Pallajoven'w, 
and thence to Kautokeino — The fmall Rivers of the Country offer 
more Novelty than the greater ones — Difficulties arijing from JhaU 
low Water — The Rein-deer Mofs (Lichen rangiferinus, Linn.J 
covering the whole Surface of the Ground: Vegetation near it — 
Arrival at Lappajervi — Mnfquetoes exceedingly trouhlefome — Fires 
and Smoke the mof effeSiual Protection againft them — Some Lap- 
land Fi/hermen — Their Habitations — A Night paffed with thefe. 
People, and Accommodation afforded. 

TTTE let off from Muonionifea on the firft day of July, about 
^ " ten o’clock, at night. The atmofphcre was heated to a 
degree nearly fuffocatlng throughout the whole of the day. The 
thermometer of Cclfius Ihewed at noon 29 degrees ; at midnight 
it fell down to 19 degrees. The water in the rivers and lakes was 
clear and limpid, and we Ihould gladly have bathed ourlclvcs, had 
wx not been deterred from fuch a rclblution by the mufquctocs, 
who would have devoured us alive, if wx had expofed ourfclves 
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to their fury without the protedion of our clothes. Wc chofc to 
purfue our journey at night, and came to a determination to ob- 
ferve the fame rule in future, and take our reft in the day-time, in 
order to enjoy that temperature of the air which in the night 
feafon is produced by the obliquity of the fun’s rays. Wc af- 
cended the Muonio until wc arrived at the little river of Pallojoki, 
at a fmall dlftance from which there is a fettlcmcnt, or colony, 
called Pallajovcnib. 

This colony is the proper boundary (jf Lapland towards Tornca ; 
accordingly it is named in the map Tornca Lapmark : therefore 
until you have reached Pallajovenio, you cannot be faid geogra- 
phically to have fet foot in Lapland. The whole of that vaft 
tradl of country which comprehends Ivuica, Pitca, and Umca, as 
far as Tornea, properly belongs to Weft Bothnia. In this refped 
travellers arc greatly raiftaken, and fuppofc they have been in 
Lapland when they have got as far as Tornca ; whereas Wert 
Bothnia makes an angle more to the north, nearly the diftance of 
two hundred and forty miles beyond Tornca. if a perfbn, when 
in Sweden, wiflies to fee Lapland merely for’ the credit of having 
vifited that country, he has no occafion to go farther than Afelc, 
which is about an hundred miles at moft diftant from Umea, on 
the borders of Angermanland ; but it he dcfires to fee a country 
different from any that he has ever feen, and to contemplate the 
manners of a people unlike, in every particular, to all the inhabi- 
tants of Europe, he muft proceed northwards, and leave behind 
him the great towns, and all notions of a civilized ftatc of focicty. 

'Phe 
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The geographical divifion of a country is a matter arranged be- 
twixt fovereigns, and does not depend on the hand of nature. The 
king of Sweden may, with a ftrokc of his pen, convert into L^ap- 
land what is now Weft Bothnia ; but fuch changes will cfFed 
no alteration in the manners of the people, nor in the natural con- 
dition of the country. 

It is remarkable that Maupertuis who compofed an abridgment 
of geography, ftiould have knowm fo little of a country wherein he 
made fo many obfervations.** He conftantly confounds Lapland 
With Weft Bothnia, and gives to his journey, which only extended 
to the borders of Lapland, the title of Voyage an Fond de la Lap* 
ponky a Journey into the Interior of Lapland.’* All other tra- 
vellers after him feem to have fallen into the like miftakc, and 
fancied they had been in Lapland, when they had got as far as 
Tornca. They have likewife confounded the Lapland tongue 
with the language of Finland ; and when they have brought with 
them a fervant girl born in the town of Tornea, have fuppofed 
they had got a Laplander. 

The country from Tornea to Muonionifea and Pallajovcnio, 
though it changes its Appearance to that of a wildcrncfs, does not 
greatly vary. The mountains arc the fame ; the catarads, lakes 
and woods carry a near rcfemblance : in fhort, the objeds that 
prefent themfelves to the eye, have not a fufficient degree of diver- 
fity to render them worthy of oWervation. The face of the coun- 
try, however, proceeding from Pallajovcnio to Kautokeino, by 
the little river Pallojoki, is very different. The fmall rivers in 
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general arc moft intcrcfting to a curious traveller, bccaufc they are 
not fo- often vifited, and both the country and the people are lefs 
known ; whereas the larger rivers arc more frequented, cfpecially 
in winter, when they ferve as a high road for chofe that come 
from Muonionifea and Tornea. Hence the natives that live near 
thefc rivers’becomc familiar with llrangcrs, and cannot be viewed 
fo much in their own natural characflcr, as thofe who arc merely 
acquainted with the objeds that belong to thcmlelvcs and their 
country. The paiTage northward oivthc Muonio, from Muonio- 
nifea to Enonteki, Is very fimllar to tluit from Kengis to Muonio- 
nifea, or to that from Upper Tornea to Kengis. 

PalLajovcnib is a fettlcmcnt of Finlanders, confilling of about 
four or five families. The merchants of Tornea have built a fmall 
place, w hich confifts of a room, where they can make a fire, and 
refrefh themfclvcs, as they pafs through this colony during the 
winter, in their way to the fairs. The people of Pallajovenlo ap- 
peared to be much at their cafe ,* their dwellings feemed to be 
comfortable and neat, and ditFcrcnt from thofe of the other pca- 
fants of this country. 

We refreflicd ourfelvcs at this place, and talking our departure, 
proceeded on the river Muonio to where it joins the Pallojoki, 
which we afeended in order to get to Lappajervi. This paflage, 
if performed in a ftraight line, w'ould not be above twelve miles, 
but owing to the windings of the river, it made a journey of more 
than thirty. The river Pallojoki prefented to us difficulties of a 
kind wx had not experienced during the whole of our expedition. 

As 



TRAVELS 


32 

As no ram had fallen In this country for fome time, the water was 
fo iliallow, that the boat ran aground, and it became ncccflary to 
land in order to lighten it. The windings of the river were fo 
frequent and fo contrary, that our progrefs was very tedious. Our 
boatmen were obliged to undergo great labour in moving the boat 
forward : fometimes they were compelled to get out and tow it ; 
at other times to lift it up and carry it on their Ihouldcrs to a con- 
fiderable diftance, where the bed of the river was nearly dry. In 
addition to the great exertion and fatigue which thefe good people 
had to bear, they were kept conftantly w et ; and though their 
toils W'cre exceflive, they advanced but little in their journey, fince 
the curvature of the river would often bring them back to a fmall 
diftance from the place from which they had with fo much trouble 
proceeded. This was mortifying and dlfcouraging in the extreme. 
We ourfclvcs, who went on foot along the banks, had no better 
rcafon to be fatisfied w'ith our condition. We had every where 
to force our way through bu flics and briars, and it was with much 
difficulty that w’e could go on at all, being frequently flopped by 
branches of trees, and having the veils torn away which covered 
our faces, and fccur^d us from the attacks of the mufquetocs. 
However, the fudden change of fcenc, and the view of the coun- 
try, together with the novelty of manners and appearance in the 
inhabitants, made us in fome meafurc amends for thefe hardfhips 
and inconvcnicncics. 

Before wc arrived at Lappajervi, wc halted for fome time on a 
rock of confidcrablc fize, which was feparated by the river from 

the 
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the adjoining land. Here we made a large fire, in order to drive 
away the infefts, that we might take our dinner with comfort. 
The country around offered a fccne very uncommon, and to us 
quite new. The mols on which the rein-deer feeds covers the 
whole ground, which is flat, and only iTcirted by hills at fomc dif- 
tance ; but thefc hills alfo arc clothed with this moft. The co- 
lour of the mofs is a pale yellow, which, when dry, changes to 
white : the regularity of its fliapc, and the uniform manner in 
which the furface of the ground w. decked with it, appears very 
Angular and ftriking : it has the feftiblance of a beautiful carpet. 
Thcfe plants grow in a fliape nearly odagonal, and approaching 
to a circle ; and as they clofeiy Join each other, they form a kind 
of mofaic work* or embroidery. The white appearance of the 
country, which thence arifes, may for a moment make you ima- 
gine that the ground is covered with fnow ; but the idea of a win- 
ter fccne is done away by the view of little thickets in full green, 
which you perceive feattered here and there, and ftill more by the 
prefence of the fun and the warmth of his rays. As this mofs is 
very dry, nothing can poflibly be more plea^nt to walk upon, nor 
can there be any thing fofter to ierve as a bed. Its clcannefs and 
whitenefs is tempting to the fight, and when we had put up our 
tent, we found ourfclves in every refpeft very comfortably lodged. 
I had many times before met with this mofs, but in no place had 
I found it fo rich. It was the only produce here, which nature 
feemed to favour and fiipport : no other herb was growing near it, 
nor any other vegetable on the fpot, except a few birch-trees, 
VoL. II. F with 
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with their underwood, and Lome firs, dilperfed on the hill by the 
river fide. All thefe feemed to vegetate with difficulty, as if de- 
prived of their nourilliment by the mofs, and appeared withering 
and fiunted. Some trees, indeed, which grow very near the 
water, had the appearance of being in a fiouriffiing Rate, perhaps 
owing to the moifture' they derived from the river : but^ in fiiort, 
this mols appeared to be the royal plant, which ruled abfolute 
over the vegetable kingdom of the country, and diftributed its 
bounty and influence amongfi;,a particular race of men and ani- 
mals. 

We arrived at Lappajervi in the evening, and our boatmen 
were glad to take fome refi after their wearifome voyage. When 
we arrived on the borders of the lake, we fell in with two Lap- 
land fifiiermen, who had returned from their day’s fiiliing, and 
were preparing to pafs the night there. Wc were guided to the 
fpot where they were by a large column of fmoke, which mounted 
into the air. On approaching them wc found that they had be- 
fincared their faces with tar, and covered their heads and lliouldcrs 
with a cloth to proteft thcmfclves from the mufquetocs. One of 
them was fmoking tobacco, and the other was Iccuring the filli 
they had taken from the depredations of the inieds. Their 
meagre and fqualid looks difeovered evident figns of wretchednefs. 
They were covered from head to foot by fwarms of mufquetoes, 
from whofe flings their clothing fcarccly ffiielded them. They 
were melting with heat, yet they durfl not throw off their cover- 
ing, much lefs remove from before the fire. Our arrival added 
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millions of thclc flies to the myriads already there, as their num- 
bers were continually increaflng in our paflage thither. It was 
impoflible to ftand a moment ftill ; every inftant we were forced 
to thruft our heads into the midft of the fmoke, or to leap over 
the flame to rid ourfclvcs of our cruel pcrfccutors. 

We drew our boat afliorc, and walked about a mile into tlu‘ 
country to vlfit the families of thcfc^two Lapland fifticrs, who had 
fixed their conftant habitation there. We found fires every where 
kept up : the pigs had their fire, thb cows had theirs ; there was 
one in the infidc of tlic houfe, and another without, clofe to the 
door. The Lapland houfes arc not fo large as thole of the Fin - 
landers. The door-way of the one wx faw here was only four 
feet high, fo that we found it ticcelTary to ftoop as we entered 
We had left our tent behind us, fuppofing we fliould find accom- 
modation to pafs the night with the Laplanders, and that it would 
at Icaft be equally good as that we had met w ith amongft the 
Finlanders ; but wx found ourfclves difappointed : how ever, we 
were forced to put up with what convenience^ the people could 
offer us; and therefore, when it was tim^ to retire to reft, we 
were accommodated with rein-deer Ikins, lUid over fmall birchen 
twigs and leaves, which were fpread on the ground, in a fmall 
apartment filled with fmoke. We gropj:d our way into our bed- 
chamber, hecaufc the fmoke hindered us from feeing any light. 
Some time after we had laid ourfelvcs down to lleep, I heard a 
breathing, w^hich feemed to proceed from a corner of the room, 
and which we were unable to account for, as we fuppofed our- 
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felves thp only living creatures in this place. I imagined it was a 
dqp, or fbme other animal, which had taken his night’s lodging 
thAre. Prefently I heard a loud ligh, which Icemed rather to be 
uttered by a human being than the animal I judged to be our 
fellow lodger. I raifed my head up gently to try if I could dif- 
cover any thing. Some cracks in the fide of the walls;! and a few 
openings in the roof, afforded a faint light, and in order to afeer- 
tain the caufe of our ahum, I crept forward on my hands and 
knees. As the diilance was but Ihort, I foon reached the fpot 
from whence the founds came, and found two children naked, 
and lying upon deer-fkins. The children were fuddenly awaked, 
and feeing me approach them in the pofture deferibed, fancied 
themfelves in danger of an attack from fome wild beaft, and ran 
out of the room, crying to their mother for help. 
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CHAPTER V. 

t 

Lake of Pallajef’vi, and the JJland of Khiiafari — Stay on this IJland: 
Occupations and Anmfements — The Sea Swallow ( Sterna Hirundo^ 
LhuJ : Sagacity of thefe Birds, andUheir Utility to Fifhermen — 
Some Laplanders engaged for the Profecution of the Journey — De* 
pariure from Kintafari — A fmall River called Rejlfoki — Defcrip- 
tion of the Laplanders that were to attend the Author — Their want 
of Cleanlinefs — The Finlanders difmtffed — Proceed on Foot with 
the Laplanders — Temper and Dijpojition of thefe People — Weather 
extremely hot : great Inconvenience thence arifing — Come to a Lake 
called Kervijervi, which they crojs in Boats. 

4 T Lappajcrvi we received no Very encouraging intelligence 
refpefting the poflibility of profecuting the remainder of 
the way to Kauto Keino. The diftance is feventy miles: we had 
feveral lakes to crofs, rivers to afeend and defeend, and difficult 
fwamps to pafs over, and could have no hopes of meeting with 
an habitation, or even a human creature, throughout the whole 
courfe of the journey ; but we had formed a determined refolution, 
from our firft fetting out upon this expedition, not to be difeou- 
raged by any account or relation of difficulties, but rather to be 
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witncffcs ourfelves of their reality. To this determination the 
fuccefs of our undertaking is chiefly to be aferibed. 

We were given to underftand that wc might poffibly meet with 
fome Lapland fifliermcn upon the lake of Pallajervi ; and with 
this viOvv wc afeended the little river Pallajokl, which derives its 
fourcc from it. This river is fo fliallow, of fo little w'idth, and 
twifted into fo many windings, that it is with great difficulty na- 
vigated. Our embarraflments in afeending it multiplied as wc 
proceeded: w'c were under the ncceffity, for the greater part of 
the courfc, to carry our baggage upon our backs, in order to 
lighten our boat. When wc arrived at the lake there arofc fo 
ftrong a wind, that our boat w’^as in danger of finking before wc 
could make the little ifland of Kintafari. When wc gained the 
ifland, we difeovered three fifliermcn, who had creded a kind of 
hut with boughs of trees, plaftered over w ith mud, and had hung 
up in it a quantity of fifli to dry. This little ifland might take 
up about half an hour to walk round it. Near it was another 
ifland, about a fourth part Tefs; but this was fo inconfiderable as 
to be without a na^me. 

The lake was furrounded with little hills covered with rein- 
deer mofs, interfperfed with woods of birch and fir. Wc were 
every where prefented wnth the contrafted view deferibed before, 
which aded fo forcibly upon our imagination, that wc could not 
but fancy ourfelves upon fomc inchanted ifland. When we looked 
round us, wc difeovered nothing that refemblcd any country we 
had hitherto feen, and we feemed to be tranfported into a new 
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world. The fun, which llione upon us, never funk below our 
horizon ; and we beheld almoft np colour but white intermixed 
with green. Thefe objects, joined to the habitation of the fiflier- 
men, the novelty of the flowers which ornamented the ifle, that 
of the birds which made the woods refound with their notes, all 
contributed to aftonifK our fenfes, that had not anticipated fucli 
extraordinary fccnes. Our tent, when fet up, appeared to be the 
palace of the idand, and was as llrikingly fuperior to the hut of 
the Laplanders, as the rcfidcncc of Ibvcteign princes to the dwell- 
ings of their fubjeds. We got into our boat on purpofc to take a 
furvey of our fituation from the lake, and we plcafed ourfclvcs 
with the contemplation of the magnificent appearance of our new 
kingdom. The infidc of our tent w\'is carpetted with birchen- 
leares ftrewed over the mofs, which afforded a delicious perfume. 
Our fiflicrmcn feemed furprifed at the fplendour of our manfion, 
and, for the firft time, had a pattern of luxury exhibited before 
them of which they had conceived no idea. The three days we 
paffed on this ifland were fpent delightfully: the^akc fiirniflicd 
our table with the fineft fifli, we found plenty of game in the 
woods ; we fiflied, we hunted, w’^e bathed in the lake ; we took 
views of the landfcapes furrounding us, and collcdcd plants and 
infeds. We followed thefe fevcral amufements without the leall 
interruption from the mufquctocs, which, fortunately, had been 
driven off the ifland by the violent wind before mentioned, which 
likewife had contributed to cool the air, infomuch, as to make the 
thermometer tall feven degrees. 


We 
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Wc experienced additional plcafurc every time the fiflicrmen 
returned from their labour. Joy feemed to brighten up their 
countenances ; their approach was announced to us long before 
we law them, by the flocks of fea fwallows (Jierna htrundoy Lin.) 
which hovered in the air, feeming, by their cries, to welcome their 
arrival on the fhorc. Thefc birds feed on the fmall fifties, which 
the fifticrmcu caft out to them, or leave in the boats when they 
clear out their nets. There appeared to be an agreement and un- 
derftanding betwixt the nacn and thefe birds, which depend upon 
the fiftiery for fubfiftencc and fupport during this feafon. They 
came duly at the fame hour in the morning, as if to inform the 
fifticrmcn it was time to begin their work ; and the latter needed 
no other regulator. The birds fet off with the boats, and ferved 
the fiftiers as guides in tlie profccution of their calling, by hovering 
over thofe parts of the lake where the fifh were colleftcd in the 
largeft ftioals. The fight of thefc birds is particularly keen, fo 
that when the fiftiermen heard their cries, and law them plunging 
into the water, they knew thole were the moll proper places to 
caft their nets in with a probability of fuccefs ; and herein they 
wxre fure not to be deceived, but, on the contrary, never failed to 
take the moft fifti where they were direfted by the birds. The 
fifticrmcn had fuch an attachment to thefc fwallows, that they ex- 
prefled much uneafinefs whenever we feemed dclirous to take 
feme of them by way of fpecimens. The birds were become fo 
tame .and familiar, that they would feize the fmall fifti in the 
nets, and even in the boats, in the prefence of the fifticrmcn ; 
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and they were fo nimble in their flight, that if a lifli was thrown 
up into the air, they would dart down upon it, and catch it In its 
defeent before it reached the water. As the fifhcrmcn ’ appeared 
to be apprehenfivc that they would leave them if a gun was to be 
fired off, I made a trial of taking them by means of a hook and 
line. Accordingly I contrived to bury a hook in the body of a 
fifh, and holding the other end of the ftring, to throw the bait at 
fome diftance from me: but this contrivance was attended with 
no fuccefs ; for fuch is their keennefsrof fight, that they difeovered 
the device, and though they feized the fifli, they would not gorge 
it when they found it was made faft to a ftring. 

It has been already mentioned that we remained three days on 
this ifland ; and we made this ftay in order to prepare and take 
proper nicafures for purfuing our journey. Every thing depended 
on the chance of meeting w ith wandering Laplanders, w ho might 
affift us tq crofs the mountains with their rein-deer, and flicw us 
the paffages through which we might continue our route. In 
order to afeertain the probability of this, we f^t forw^ard one of 
the fiflicrmcn from off the ifland to engage any he might meet 
with, and appoint a place where we might Join them. Our envoy 
had full power to treat, and make them fuch propofals as he (hould 
judge would be accepted. He fet off, and promifed to be back 
in four and twenty hours. On the fecond day after his departure 
we became uneafy ; but when the third day palTcd without his 
returning, the fiflicrmcn, his comrades, grew alarmed, and were 
at a loft to account for this delay. Alone as he w as and crofling 
VoL. U. G 
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an uninhabited country, he was in no danger of harm from any 
living creature, except the bear, which in the fummer is far from 
being ferocious. He might, indeed, have fallen down a precipice, 
or loft his way in the w'oods, and fo have been unable to recover 
the boat. The fifliermcn were preparing to fet out in fcarch of 
him, and we began to dcfpair of being able to proceed any farther, 
when, to the great fatisfaftion of all of us, he made his appear- 
ance. He related to us, that having been difappointed in meet- 
ing with Laplanders on the iVeareft mountains, he was unwilling 
to go back w ithout elfcefting the objeft of his miffion, and went 
onwards, until at length he fell in with two families, whom he 
condudlcd with him to the banks of a rivulet called Reftijoki, 
where he had left them w^aiting until wx joined them. 

This intelligence was the fignal for our departure from the 
ifland. Our tent was taken down and packed up, and bidding 
adieu to our fiflicrmcn we fet forward. 

We foon reached the mouth of the rivulet, on tlie banks of 
wdiich the rendezvous was appointed. We afeended it through 
all its w^indmgs, and .w ere impatient to join the Laplanders, left 
they ftiould think us long in coming, and grow tired of waiting 
for us, for we had conceived no high opinion cither of their pa- 
tience or their complaifancc. At length we arrived where they 
were. The party was compofcd of fix men and a young girl. 
We found them feated under a birch-trcc, on the branches of 
w’hich they had hung up the provifions for the journey, which 
coufifted of dry fifli. They lay along the ground in different pof- 
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tures, furrounding a large fire by which they roafted their fifli, 
which, for this purpofe; was held in cleft flicks, cut from the tree 
w'hich fhaded them. The girl was who perceived 

us, and pointed us out to the men, Who feaned to pay atten- 
tion only to their cooking, fo that welandcdf an‘d walked up to 
them, without being the leafl noticed or raided. The men 
were clothed in a kind of fmock-frock, made of the fkin of, the' 
rein-deer, with a collar eredl, and flrffehcd behind.. They wore 
a belt about their waifls, which confined their drefs Clofc to their 
bodies, and drew it into the form of a bag, wherein they put 
whatever they had occafion to carry about witji them. They had 
pantaloons on, likewife made of rein-deer’s fkin, with fliort boots, 
the foies of which were wide, and fluffed out with dry grais. The 
girl wore pantaloons and boots of the fame fhape ; but her clothe 
ing was of wool, and her cap, ^ which was made of green clotbi 
was pointed upwards. They were mofl of them very fhort ; and 
their mofl remarkable features were their fmull cheeks, fliarp chins, 
and prominent check bonesJ The face of the girl was not im-; ■ 
handfome ; fhe appeared to be about eighteed or nineteen yeai^ 
of age ; her complexion was fair, with light hair approaching to 
a chefnut colour. Four out of the fix men had black hair ; from: 
whence I conclude this to be the prevailing colour amongfl the 
Laplanders, diflin^ifhtng dieih from, the Finlander^, aniiOHS^ 
whom, during the whole of my d^^ 

who had hair of that colour. . 

The perfons and drefs of thefe Laplanders, taken altogether, 
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were the mod filthy and difagrccablc that it is poffible to con- 
ceive. They held the fifli they were eating in their hands, and 
the oil that diftillcd from it ran down their arms, and into the 
flccves of their coats, which might be feented at the diftaiice of 
fomc yards. The girl had rather more cleanliiicfs in her perfon, 
and fome portion of that decency which is fo peculiar *to her fcx. 
This was apparent in her refufmg the drink that was offered to 
her, and efpecially brandy, of which fhc was in reality as fond as 
the men. This affedation of modefty and rcludance in women 
to poffefs what they wifli for, but wdiich at the fame time they 
apprehend would be unbecoming, appear to be qualities inherent 
in the fcx, fince this prudery is obfervable even among women 
in Lapland. 

We now fet about landing our baggage, and fettling accounts 
with our honeft Finlanders, who had faithfully and duly attended 
us from Muonionifea, and brought us fafely fo far on our journey. 
We had conceived a great regard for thefe worthy men; and wc 

perceived, on parting with them, a tear of affedion ftealing down 

\ 

their cheeks, which* demanded a fimilar acknowledgment. They 
took leave of us, returning their thanks, and taking us by the 
hand ; and fo ftrongly did we feel in our own hearts the like 
cordiality of fentiment, that wc could not refafe them fuch a 
token of familiarity and regard. Tlic Laplanders, notwithftand- 
ing the natural phlegm of their temper, did not remain inatten-. 
tive obfervers of the feene that w’as paffing before them, and could 
not but derive from it a favourable opinion of us, and even find 

their 
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their zeal excited to fome exertion for our fervicc, if it be poffible 
to excite the leaft fentiment in minds fo torpid as theirs. We 
were not, however, difplcafed that they were witnefles of the fatis- 
fadlion wc had given our Finlanders, and the regret they expreiU-d 
on parting with us ; and we hoped this example would infpirc 
them with refpeft for us, and a defire to ufc all the activity necef- 
fary to accomplifli the objeft for which wc had engaged them. 

After our Finlanders had taken their leave, and were departed, 
wc found ourfelvcs as It were cut off from all communication 
with the reft of the world ; the completion of our enterprize, nay, 
our very exiftcnce, were at once in the hands of thefe Laplanders. 
If the continuation of our journey appeared to be impradicable, 
and they fliould forfakc us, there was no means of return to 
the little ifland, and the fifliermcn of Kantafari ; for wc had no 
longer a boat to convey us acrofs the lake to that charming retreat, 
which wx had fo lately ejuitted, and with fo much regret. But 
to quiet our apprehenfions, wc confidcred that thefe Laplanders 
were not a cruel people; and although they were feven in num- 
ber/ with the girl, wc confidcred ourfelvcs as 4 match for them, 
notwithftanding wc only muttered four altogether, that is to fiiy 
the interpreter, a fervant. Colonel Skidldcbrand, and myfelf. The 
reafon why they came fo many in number as feven, was in order 
to tranfport our baggage ; bccaule, as they informed us, the rein- 
deer were at this feafbn particularly untra6lablc and dangerous, 
on account of the prodigious fwarms of mufquctccs, which tor- 
ment them to a degree of madnefi : fo that perhaps they might 
run from us and be loft altogether with our provifions and bag- 
gage, 
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gage, a circumftancc which would leave us in a very unpleafant 
fituation. We left it to them to divide our baggage into feven 
parcels, one for each, including the girl, who was to be made to 
carry her proportion. We remarked a degree of equity in the 
diftribution of the burthens, which imprefled us with no unfavour- 
able idea of the charaftcr of thefe people. We obferved that they 
gave the lighteft packets to fuch as appeared unequal to a heavier 
load. To excite in them an attention to juftice, and to each 
other, we gave each of them a glafs of brandy when they fet about 
making the divifion, promifing them another when it was made. 
On beginning their march they aflced for a third, and though w'c 
feared this third glals w^ould intoxicate them, yet we durft not 
difplcSfe them by a refufal. In order to induce us the more rea- 
dily to comply wdth their requeft as to a third glafs, they quoted 
a Lapland proverb as their authority for it, which fays, Before 
a journey take a glafs for the body’s fake; at fetting offtake 
another for courage fake.’* At length we began our marcli, 
each of our Laplanders with his load of baggage, one of them 
taking the lead, and the reft following one by one in linglc file. 

This was the firft time during our whole journey that we had 
travelled in this manner, and we were wonderfully delighted with 
the fingular appearance which our caravan made. We kept in 
the rear of the line of march, in order that wx might fee that no 
part of our baggage was dropt or loft, and moreover to obferve the 
condud of thofc that went before. The plcafurc we had in re- 
viewing this proceflion was deftroyed by the intolerable ftench 
which thefe filthy Laplanders left behind them, when they began 


to 
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to pcrfplre. It was beyond what 1 am able to dcfcribc ; and 
were I ever fo equal to the talk, I am lure the reader would not 
thank me for the perufal of lb ill-favoured a compofition. 

The degree of heat was twenty-nine in the lliade, and forty-five 
in the fun. The ground burned our feet ; and the few" flirubs w^e 
met with in our w'ay afforded us little or no (belter. We were 
almoft fulFocated with heat ; and to add to our fufferings, we wxrc 
under the neceflity of w^earing a drefs of thick woollen cloth, aa 
a fecurity from the infeds, and to cc^cr our faces w'ith a veil, 
which in a great mcafurc prevented our drawing breath. This 
extraordinary degree of heat fbon operated moft powerfully upon 
our Laplanders, w ho had already fwallowed three glalfcs of brandy- 
each. They laid themfclvcs dowm to reft at every Ihort diftance^ 
and were calling out every moment for more brandy. We foon 
difeovered that we had no longer to do with Finlanders, who are 
a fober, robuft, aftive, and hardy race of people. We had now 
to deal w ith a fet of wretches who eared only for fermented li- 
quors, and were unwilling to work. In this manner w'c went on 
for fix miles from the beginning of our journey*, m which diftance 
they ftopped to take reft about fifty times, and as many times 
each of them alked for brandy. If we had not come to the rclb- 
lution to deny them when they alked, we Ihould have made no 
progrefs that day. They were dying with thirft, and the firft 
fpring they came to they dipped their heads in, like fo many pigs, 
and drank lull as large draughts. We were at very confidcrablc 
trouble throughout the whole of this journey, both in making 
our Laplanders go on and in keeping them from ftraggling. 

When 
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When one tumbled down, the whole line of march was ftbppcd ; 

when the word halt was given, all the caravan threw itfclf on the 

ground ; and it was not without much entreaty that wc could 

get the individuals of it to raift; thcmfelves again on their legs. 

We were nearly fix hours in going fix miles. At length wc 

reached the borders of a fmall lake called Kevijervi, on the right 

of which a chain of mountains extends itfclf, and forms the 

boundaries of Finmark, or Norwegian Lapland, and Swcdifli 

Lapland. On the borden of this lake wc found two boats which 

were in a moft fliattcrcd condition, full of leaks, with oars that 

were fplit and of unequal lengths. Thefc boats were built by 

the Laplanders, and left in the place mentioned, buried in fnow 

during the winter, and expofed to alL weathers. Such were the 

boats in which we were now to crofs this lake, about a mile 

over, and the only conveyance that could poflibly Jbe procured 

for this purpofe. Two Laplanders rowed, and two more fcooped 

out the water, which flowed in at fevcral leaks as faft as they 

could throw it out : and had they ccaftd baling, the boats would 
\ 

have filled in a ffiort fpacc of time, and we ftiould all have gone 
to the bottom. Yet, notwithftanding that wc were all placed 
in this perilous fituation, we obferved, not without great indig- 
nation, that our Lapland rowers plied their oars, and pulled as 
leifurcly, and with as much phlegmatic calmnefs, as if there had 
not been the leafl; occafion for their exertion. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Plant Angelica, accmlffted delicious Food hy the Laplanders :its 
falutary Qualities — The Mol^ation from the Mu/quctoes aug- 
mented — Arrive at the river Pepojovaivi — Meet voith fome Lap- 
land Fijhermen, and two Children — ^Manners of thefe People ; Be- 
haviour of the Children-— The Laplanders cook their Supper : their 
Mode of Eating — Sufpicion they entertain of the fuppofed Emif- 
faries of Government — The Mffionarks in Lapland — Notions of 
the Laplanders concerning Religion and civil Irflitutions — Their 
unfocial Way of Living — Increafe of Wolves in Lapland during 
late Years — Journey purfued in Boats, on the River Pepojovaivi. 

TT 7E gained at laft the oppofite banks of the lake, and without 
^ ” any accident. Our Laplanders quitted the boats, and we 
purfued our journey on foot as before. On the ^order of this lake, 
one of thefe people Ijiying a certain plant, ran to gather it, and 
devoured it with as much avidity as if it had been the moft deli- 
cious morfel in the world. It was the famous plant Angelica, 
the chief luxury of the North, and which is deemed a very great 
antifcorbutic. Being defirous of tailing it, one was given to me, 
and I found it fo agreeable to my palate, that I foon became 
lender of it than even the Laplanders thcmfelves. I am fully 
VoL. II. H convinced 
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convinced that I owe to this plant the uninterrupted good health 
which I enjoyed during all the time I was in thofc parts ; where 
wc had nothing ehc for our fubfiftence than dried or falted hfli, 
the dried flefli of the rein-deer, hard chceft, bifeuit, and brandy ; 
all of them heating and infalubrious aliments. The angelica w'as 
the only thing that was frelh, and the only vegetable that we had 
at our table. My companion, who had no rclifli for this plant, 
was often troubled with pains in his ftomach, and with indi- 
geftion. 

Though it was now dravtfing towards midnight, tlie torment 
wc fuffered from the mufquetoes, inftead of being abated was 
increaied. The night was pcrfcdly calm, and the infeifls at- 
traded by the effluvia of our Laplanders, purfued us in our 
courfe, furrounded us, and involved us as in a cloud. After tra- 
velling three miles over the rein-deer mofs, and through Hunted 
Ihrubs, wc arrived greatly fatigued at the banks of the river Pc- 
pojovaivi, where we found a fire with fomc Lapland filher- 
men fitting by it, and two cliildren about five or fix years of age. 
Wc began to m^ke preparations for pafflng the night here, and 
the Laplanders let about cooking their fupper. The mufquetoes 
this night annoyed us fo terribly, that it was not without the ut- 
moft difficulty wc were able to fwallow a morfel of viduals. 
There was not fb much as a breath of wind ; the column of 
fmokc that iffiicd from the fire mounted firaight upward in the 
atmofphcrc, fb that we were deprived of the benefit of fumiga- 
tion, and of taking what food we had, under the protedion of a 

cloud 
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cloud of fmokci Wc were obliged to cat with gloves on ; and 
at every morfel we put into our mouths we were under the 
ncceflity of drawing afide the veils that covered our faces, very 
gently and with great circumfpedion, for fear of the infers en- 
tering along with our refrclhmcnt. In fpitc of all our prcc aution> 
the mufquetocs were fometimes fwallowed together with our 
viands. In order to be quit of fo dlfgufting a faucc, we were 
compelled at each morfel we put into our mouths, to draw near 
the fire, and thruft our heads into tli^ rifing column of finokc. 
Wc chofc rather to encounter all the bad effects of the fmokc, 
and to be half fuffocated, than to fwallow tlioft pefitiferous ani- 
mals. 

In order to remedy the inconveniency occafioncd by the defect 
of a breeze, which might waft the fmoke horizontally, and thus 
make us partakers of its kind influence, w^c bethought us of the 
following contrivance : wc kindled three fires around us, in the 
midft of which wx were glad to remain, notwithftanding the cx- 
ceflive heat. I cannot at this moment account to myfclf why 
wc did not think of fetting up our tent, under t^hich wc certainly 
Ihould have enjoyed greater comfort, and have been Icfs tor- 
mented by the infects. Perhaps it was, that wc did not expect to 
remain long in this place, and becaufc the erection of our tent 
always took up fomc time ; or it might be too carefully packed up, 
or perhaps we had not the means at hand of erecting it. It often 
happens that a perfon does things for which he afterwards can 
afiign no direct rcafbn, though at the time he may have had fatis- 
factory grounds for his proceedings. 
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After fupper we employed ourfelves in obferving all the man- 
ners and actions of the Laplanders, in order to form an idea of 
their mode of living. With this view we propofed fcveral quef- 
tions to them. The two children were chubby, robuft, and 
hearty. They did not feem to be at all ftruck with furprife or 
awe at our appearance, nor were they in the leaft difcompolcd by 
our prefence, or put out of their ufual way. They went to the 
river and fetched water, which they would fometimes throw on 
our flioes, and fometimes (|n our baggage. They did fome damage 
or other to every thing they laid their hands on, and deranged 
whatever was within their reach ; yet the Laplanders took no 
more notice of the children’s behaviour, than if they had not 
cxilled. They law all their motions ; they fuffered all the mifehief 
they did with the moft perfect indifference. They cared for no- 
thing. The children feemed to be the fovercigns of the place. 
The Laplanders never faid fo much as one word to them of any 
kind. They never obferved that it was not well done to throw 
water on the Ihoes of ftrangers, or gave them any leffons relpect- 
ing good manner^nd propriety of conduct. Thefe, indeed, are 
terms and ideas with which the' Laplanders are wholly unac- 
quainted; and their only mode of training up their children is not 
to train them at all. 

In the mean time, while the children were thus engagbd in 
doing all the mifehief in their power, the old Laplanders were 
bulled in cooking their fupper, which confifted of various filh cut 
into pieces and boiled in a pot, together with fome dried fat of 

the 
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the rcin-dccr and a little meal : the whole formed a curious kind 
of mefs. While the pot was ftill on the fire, all the Laplanders 
fat around it, each with a fpoon in his hand, for the purpofe of 
tailing when the foup was ready : when fufficiently boiled, they 
began to partake of the mefs out of the fame pot altogether. When 
any one ha*d taken as much as fatished him, he fell afleep, and 
when he awoke he immediately began to eat again while others 
flept ; then thefe would awake, and again cat, while the former 
elapfed into his flumber ; and thus djey alternately cat and flept 
till they were fatisfied with the one, hnd incapable of taking more 
of the other. There did not appear to be any kind of rule or 
order among thofc people ; no beginning of any thing, and no 
end. Their only regulator and guide feemed to be appetite and 
inilinct. 

When they were not occupied with either eating or fleeping, 
they fmoked tobacco. With one or two who preferred fmoking 
to fleeping we had an opportunity of holding fome converfation, 
in the courfe of which they alked us fome queflions. They en- 
quired if any one of us was the king, or a pm of the king, or a 
commiflary of the king ? They dcfired to know, why wc came 
into their country ? and what we were going to do there ? I dif- 
coYered that thele people entertained fufpicions that we were 
emilTarics from government, fent to fpy their fituatipn and con- 
dition, their wealth, and their conduifl. From a great deal of 
jargon in a langnage, but little of which was intelligible even to 
our interpreter, we found out the'ur objc£l was to convince us of 

their 
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their great poverty. The anfwers they made to our qucftlons were 
not fo frank and plain as might have been expelled from fuch 
fimplctons. The paflions which fo often make men of fenfe ad 
like fools, Ibmetimcs give art and addrefs to the moft ftupid ; and 
there is none of thole paflions lb much adapted to produce effeds 
of this kind as felftihnefs, and an anxious intereft to proted pro- 
perty. 

When the kings of the North, animated by a fpirit of religion 
and piety, fent miflionariesjinto thofe forlorn regions to preach 
the Golpel and propagate the Chriflian religion, the raiflionaries 
did not only make the poor natives pay the expences of their 
journey, but allb gave them to underfland that they were to be re- 
munerated for- their trouble. That wandering people had hitherto 
lived without priefts, and without any kind of burthen ; in fad, 
becaufe they were too poor to pay to the exigencies of flate^ They 
worlhippcd in their own way, juft how and when they plcafed, a 
number of gods, who coft them nothing, except now and then a 
facrilic'e, which they thcmfclves ate up, and of which they left 
nothing to their dcitjes but the bones and horns. 

At firft, it may be prefumed, they were not a little chagrined 
at being called on to lharc their wealth with ftrangers, whom they 
conceived they could do very well without. Being weak from 
indolence and idlencls, as well as natural conftitution, dilperled> 
difunited by their manner of life, attached only to their herds, 
and incapable of combining among themfdves, in order to form 
any plan ofoppolition and refiftance, th^ lubmiflivefy, and. with- 
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out reluctance, believed whatever the priefts deemed proper to 
tell them, and tamely and indolently gave up a part of their good 
things in order to preferve the reft. The priefts, on the other 
hand, followed the fame principles in Lapland, no doubt, as in 
other countries, and were not more zealoully concerned for the 
falvation of 'fouls, than careful that no one ftiould go without the 
benefit of their inftruCtions, who poiTefifed fomc hundreds of rein- 
deer. The poor ignorant Laplanders paid with tolerable pati- 
ence the contributions required by thetmiftionaries, who promifed 
them happineft in another world, which probably, according to 
their limited conceptions, would confift in drinking brandy from 
morning to night. Nothing opens men’s eyes fo cffcdually as 
their interefts ; and on what account, or by what rule of right or 
rcafon, they arc compelled to fliare their property with the com- 
milTarics of government, from whofc police, laws, and jufticc, 
they derived no manner of advantage, is a matter of which they 
have no conception. In faft, thc^ look upon rulers and their 
commiffarics in no other light than that of robbers, who like to 
live in calc and luxury, at the expence of others, without taking 
the trouble, like themfelves, of following the rein-deer, or even 
being at the pains either of fiftiing or hunting. They have no 
idea of the utility of vifitors from whom they derive no protec- 
tion or benefit, and whom they confider merely as men. who eat 
and drink, .and confume the fubftance of hundreds of other men. 
Such are the notions entortained by the true, or vagabond Laplan- 
ders, who xeBaain m their native deftrts, and who, Ihut up in their 
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mountains, never approach near enough to civilized focieties to 
acquire any ideas of their form and conftitution. Free by nature, 
their manner of living exempts them from the ncccffity of laws. 
They dwell in a country which cannot be inhabited by any other 
race of mortals. They feed their rein-deer with a vegetable re- 
jeded by every other animal. Their only focicty crJnfifts in the 
union of a few families drawn together partly by common wants, 
and partly by focial affedion : and when two fuch families, with 
their herds, chance to mee^on the fame fpot, there is land enough 
for the one to accoll the' other in the words of Abraham to 
Lot : — “ If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the 
“ right ; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to 
« the left.” 

It was not without extreme difficulty that we were able to 
perfuade our Laplanders that we were neither kings nor commif- 
faries, nor priefts, but only private individuals who were travel- 
ling from mere curiofity. The principle of curiofity, which exifls 
only in cultivated minds, and which is derived cither from felf- 
intereft, in fearch of fomething that may be advantageous, or from 
the pride of knowing more than other men, or from a dclire of 
comparing what is already known with fomc olgcd or objeds not 
yet known — this principle is obvioufly too abftrufe, and can in 
no wife enter into the head of a roving Laplander. During the 
whole of our intercourfe with thefe people, we could, never dif- 
cover among them the fmallefl: fign of any fentiment of religion 
or devotion. They never offered up any prayer to the Deity 

when 
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when they went to eat, nor when they retired to reft, nor at rifmg 
in the morning. 

Exadly at the hour of midnight, when tlie fun was elevated 
about two diameters above the horizon, w'c had an inclination to 
try the experiment, whether we could not light our pipes by 
means of a burning-glafs. The attempt fucccedcd completely. 
At this phenomenon the Laplanders flicwed greater emotion and 
wonder than they had yet done on any other occafion. We had 
a notion that they began to take us forjbrcercrs ; and under this 
idea we put Ibme queftloiis to them on the fubjeft of forccry, 
ol' which we had heard fo much in all the accounts of Lapland. 
We afkcd them, whether they believed that there were any for- 
ccrcrs in their country ? They faid, no : and that they did not 
care whether there were any or not. To all our queries they 
anfvvered with an air of extreme inditfcrcncc, and in a manner 
that feemed to Indicate that they were fick of our infipld conver- 
(iition. We foon perceived that all our queftions made no other 
imprclTion on their minds than to awaken jcaloul)^, and to put 
them more and more on their guard ; and to convince them that 
we were commilTaries fent amongft them by government. When 
we enquired of them where their rein-deer were, and how many 
they had, they replied, that they were very poor ; they had for- 
merly twenty- four, but that only feven remained, all the reft 
tiaving been devoured by the wolt If we had not been aware 
hat the preceding year had been a dreadful one to the Laplan- 
Icrs, by rcafon of the immenfe quantities of wolves that poured 
VoL. 11. I 
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in amongft them and devoured their flock, we fliould have been 
induced to fuppoie that the account they gave of the prefent 
flnall number of their rein-deer, was intended to convince us of 
their poverty, and how unable they were to bear any contribu- 
tion that might be demanded. ^ Blib initelligence of their difafters 
in that terrible year had reached-iSs far as Uleaborg ; and it was 
even urged by our good friends there as a reafon why we Ihould 
give up all thoughts of our projefled journey. They faid, that as 
paore than a third of tl^te rein-deer bad been deflroyed by the 
wolves, it would not be an eafy matter for the Laplanders to fur- 
nifh a fufiicient number of thele animals for conveying us on, in 
our long , and hazardous expedition. 

It is a lingular phenomenon, that the number of wolves in 
Lapland has increafed very fcnfibly every year fince the com- 
mencement of the lafl war in Finland. The Laplanders believe 
that this war chafed away the w'olves from Finland, and forced 
them to take refuge in the north ; jufl in the fame manner, per- 
haps, as the prefent inhabitants of Finlaiid, lit their progrefs wxfl- 
ward from Afiaf drove the old Fins into the wildemefs, in which 
they now fojourn. This reafon, however, feems not fo well found- 
ed as to give any folid fatisfaflion. We know from experience 
that the wolves arc difpofed to- follow the courfe of w'ar, and to 
feed on the victims of our broils and contefls, rather than to Ihun 
and fly away from them. I mufl therefore refer the increafe of 
wolves in X,apland to fomc unknowrn caufe, which 1 do not pre- 
tend to penetrate. 
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\Vc now prepared for our journey to Kautokicno, under the 
confohitory refteftion that we fliould henceforth efcape the obfta- 
clcs and latigucs we had hitherto met with from the adverfe cur- 
rents of the rivers. This was the firft time we had feen any river, 
whofc waters were in tlicir progrefs to lofc themfclvcs in the im- 
inenfe extent of the Frozen Ocean. If we had been oppofed by 
Inch cataradls as thofc of Muonio, it would, doubtlefs, have been 
impoffiblc for us to have proceeded any farther. But happily the 
dangers to be encountered in the catarj^fts of the river of Pepojo- 
valvi, were not unproportioned to the'Avant of vigour and Ikill of 
the Laplanders, who were to be our attendants. Thofe feeble, 
aukvvard, and hclplcfs beings, were embarrafled and at a ftand on 
the Icaft difficulty ; and every (lone to them feemed a mountain. 
The Hate of their boats w^as deplorable ; their oars were difpro- 
portloned to one another, and without any regular form. They 
were no other than fticks of wood cut and hacked into fomething 
like an oar, in the moft negligent manner. Lazinefs and ftupi- 
dity were prominent in all the Laplanders did, in all that apper* 
tained to them. The only things that they were able%ftively to 
perform, were to keep up an cvcrlafting chatter, to fmoke their 
pipes, to chew tobacco, and to drink brandy. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

Pqffage on the Rher Pcpojovaivi— Marnier of Fijhing ufed hy the 
Laplanders — The Rher Pepojovatvi forming feveral Lakes during 
its Conrfty and emptying iifelf into the River Alien, near Kauio- 
kehio — Immenfe Qnaniitfof Fi/h in thofe Lakes — Sport of Shooting 
on the River — Different Species of Birds-^Some farther Charac- 
teriftics of the wandering Laplanders — Arrival at Katitokeino — 
Schoohn after of this Place^LaplandiJh Singing — The Mnjic of 
this Country. 

TT7HEN wc embarked on the Pepojovaivl, we left the young 
^ ^ woman, who was the daughter of one of our Laplanders, 
on the banks of the river. We now proceeded with our fix men, 
which were in truth more than wc had occafion for : but they 
W'cre dcfirous individually to get fome money with very little 
trouble. We had two boats, with three Laplanders in each, who 
had diftributed their offices in the follow ing manner : one of them 
rowed, another managed the .helm, and a third fcooped out the 
water that entered into the boat inceffantly. Inftead of going 
ftraight down the river, they made a turn without faying a word 
to us, in order to look at fome nets which they had fpread a day 
or two before. We perceived this deviation, when, inftead of 
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following the courfe of the Pepojovaivi, they made up againft the 
current of a fmall and fmooth river, which falls into the former. 
They would give no farther account of this change in their move* 
ment, than by faying that they were doing what was right, and 
that they would condud us in good time to Kautokeino accord- 
ing to our dcfirc. As we* had not any tolerable maps of this part 
of Lapland, and were totally unacquainted with the rivers or 
lakes that we might have to pafs, we could not make any vigo- 
rous oppofition to what our guides inrfbndcd, and therefore judged 
it expedient to take no notice of what they did for fome time, but 
wait and fee the rcfult of this new circumllance. It was not long 
before we dlfcovcred that their objcA was to draw the nets and 
carry off all the fifh they could find. Thefc nets were torn in £6 
many places, that the fiflics might make their cfcape with little 
difficulty ; but the quantity of them was fo great, that feme, were 
found in every part of the net that was entire. The manner of 
fiQung in Lapland is this : they have their nets fpread, and always 
ftanding in the water; they repair to them and draw them in 
whenever they want fiffi, which they dry iivthe air, and by the 
heat of the fun. Nature has done every thing for thofe people ; 
and in proportron to her profufe bounty is their abominable indo- 
lence. The fifliermcn of the ifle of Kintafari were very different 
in their habits and difpofitions from thofe of Pepojovaivi. All 
their apparatus for fiffiing was in the moft excellent order: their 
boats were found, their nets whole and faultlcfs, and they drew 
them when they call them. But the Kintafari fiflrers were not 
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erratic but fixed Laplanders, or rather a Finnifli colony cftablllhed 
in Lapland. Thefc inhabitants of Kintafari preferve all the ori- 
ginal boWnels of charader* force and adlivity, by which the Fins 
arc diftinguifhed ; whereas the unfettlcd and wandering Lap- 
landers are remarkable for lloth and dirt. 

Having returned to the river Pepqovaivi, we fell down by that 
ftrcatn to Kautokeino, where it empties itfelf into the river Altcn, 
after a courfe of forty Englifli miles from the place where we fet 
out. The river Pepojovaivv is every where intercepted by lakes, 
or, more properly fpcaking, it often Ipreads and makes lakes, 
which, being fringed with birch and fir-trees, offered the mofl 
plcafing views, and rendered our voyage very interefting and agree- 
able. We were aflonifhcd at- the incredible quantity of filhos 
with which thofe lakes abound, and which leap every inflant to 
catch inledls above the furface of the water. Our Laplanders 
thcmfelvcs were furprifed at their abundance, and agreed, on their 
return, to come there and let dow'n their torn and ragged nets. 
The catara^s of the river Pepojovaivi were not at all confiderable, 
nor were they in th^ leaft dangerous. Our good Finlanders, and 
above all our pilot Simon of Kollare, would not have thought it 
worth while to mention fuch a voyage : but it was a very arduous 
undertaking for our Laplanders, who found themfelves under em- 
barralTments at every turn. Being inured to the navigation of ca> 
taraAs, we could encounter their difficulties and dangers without 
emotion, and were of courfe more fitted to extricate our. company 
out of any untoward circumftance than the Laplanders, who, 

without 
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without our affiftance, would probably on many occafions have 
been diflicartencd. They had not the leaft knowledge of the 
depth of a current from the appearance of the furface, and of two 
courfes prefcntccl to their option, they were always furc to clnife 
the worft and the fliallowxft. Through their awkwardnefs and 

t 

ftupidity, we were obliged to pafs a confiderable part of our jour- 
ney along the river on foot. 1 have not a doubt but our Simon, 
through the cataradls of Muonio, w'ould have difeovered with a 
glance of his penetrating eye, fomc j^lace where the boats might 
have pafled in fafety. Tw^o of our Laplanders came out of 
their refpedive boats, and in each one remained. One of thofe 
who landed drew the boat along by means of a rope made of the 
l)ark of the birch-tree ; the other, with a rope made of the fame 
materials, checked and moderated its motion when the current 
wMs too rapid. If at any time the Laplanders who were on foot 
on the banks of the river, chanced to fpy any plant of the ange- 
lica, they would immediately run to gather it ; and having their 
hands full of this herb, they would rather lo/e hold of the ropes 
and let the boats ftrike on rocks, than quit tj;ic delicious vegetable. 
Sometimes when we were in the boat, they would chatter among 
thcmfelvcs at fuch a rate, or be immerfed fo profoundly in the 
pleafures of the pipe, that they took no manner of notice of ap- 
proaching dangers; to which, of courfe, we were obliged to be 
ourfelvcs attentive : and even when we did give them warning, 
they w^ould rather let the boats drive againft any obftacle, than in- 
terrupt or difeompofe the bufinefs of eating angelica, or fmoking 
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tobacco. It happened once that having taken a falfe diredion, or 
courfe, on a part of the river where it was rough and lliallow, they 
were fo entangled among large Rones, as not to be able to move. 
On this the Laplander who plied the oars rofe up from the bench 
on which he fat, and by the feripus and decided air he put on, we 
judged that his intention could be no lefs than to make Ibme pow- 
erful effort for our extricatbn from the prelcnt embarraffment : 
He began, however, immediately to loofen a part of his drefs, and 
was fo unpolitc as to give Vay to a very prcffing want of nature 
in our prefencc. I will not tire my readers at prefent with any 
farther details on the manners and habits of thofe people. What 
has been already mentioned may fuffice to give a tolerably juft 
idea of their charadcr and deportment. W,c were every inftant 
on the point of loling all patience with them. But for want of 
geographical informatibn, and from the need we had of them, we 
were, in a great mcafure, under their power, and therefore obliged 
to put up with all their ftupidity, lazinefs, and beaftlinefs. 

Before we come to Kautokeino, I cannot forbear giving fome 
account of the plcafagt amufement of the chafe, which we enjoyed 
on this river. Our Laplanders had taken a dog with them, and 
as the animal was not admitted into one of the boats, he was 
obliged to follow us as well as he could. This poor creature, by 
his aftions, and the means he ufed for keeping up with us, Ihewed 
a great deal more adlivity, fenfe and contrivance than the human 
beings of this country. When two ways lay before him, he never 
failed to make choice of the beft : he had lakes to crofs, iHands to 
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travcrfc, and tracks to chufc, and during tlic \v1)olc of the route 
was under a conftant nccdlity of obferving, coiiiparing, and de- 
ciding ; three operations of the mind with which the Laplanders 
were but little acquainted. In the courfe ot his running along the 
l^anksof the river, through Ihrubs and bruih\\oi)d, he llartcd Ionic 
game, which, in thofe parts, during the iiunmer icafon, is very 
plentiful. We fliot fome ducks of a fpeeies peculiar to tliole rc- 
g!<jiv>, the ii?his iih^ra of Liniiccus, fome geefe {jiuas iilhifnvinSy Lin.) 
and a great number of groufc, which ar^ here very common, and 
which, riling all of a fudden very near the boats, prefent an excel- 
lent mark to the fportfman. 

'Pile river of Pepojovaivi docs not pafs clofc to the village of 
Kautokeino, but at the diilance of about a mile. That mile we 
were obliged to walk on foot, and to have our luggage carried by 
land. In walking over this fpacc, I fell in w'ith llimc birds, parti- 
cularly the curlew (Jcolopax arquatHy Lin.) which, to my altonlfli- 
ment, I found in this country very fearlcfs and familiar, although 
in other parts, and even at Ulcaborg, it is not to be approached 
without the grcatcil difficulty. I killed two of thefe birds with- 
out turning afide from my path : I brought down alfo fome 
plover. 

When vve arrived at Kautokeino, wdilch was about an hour after 
midnight, we were furprifed to find the whole village in a ilatc of 
alarm. All the women were at the doors ol their lioufcs in tlicir 
fliifts, and tlic men in the ftrccts or rather lanes. Their terror 
was occafioned by the reports of our fowling pieces; and it was 
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not without much trouble that our interpreter fucccedcd in quiet- 
ing their fears. 

Among the Laplanders there was one whom they honoured 
with the title of fchool-mafter. This appellation gave me a high 
idea of Kautokeino ; and I expeded to meet with another parfon, 
like the one of Muonionifea, who fliould come to tafte our brandy, 
and Ipeak a little Latin^ mixed with the Lapponic : but the mi- 
niftcr of Kautokeino happened at this time to be abfent. He had 
gone, I underftood, into {Jorway, to tarry feme time with his re- 
lations. The minifters, or miffionaries, do not ufually remain in 
Lapland during the fummer months. We took polTeflSon of the 
prieft’s houfe, or rather chamber, for it confiftcd only of one apart- 
ment. Being thus lodged, and fomewhat recovered from our fa- 
tigues, we were in a condition better qualified to become ac- 
quainted with the village of Kautokeino, where we recognifed 
ourfelvcs as fubjeft to the laws of Denmark. 

Thc.firfl: thing we did was to pay our Lapland attendants. But 
before we gave them their difmiffion, we w^rc determined to 
make an experiment of their talents in another fpecies of know^- 
Icdge than any in which we had yet tried them. We defired to 
hear them fing, being anxious to have a fpecimen of their fkill in 
mufic. I attempted fevcral times, both by the power of money 
and of brandy, to make the paftoral Laplander utter his notes, 
that I might form to myfelf, if poflible, fomc idea of their mufic : 
but the utmoft I could accomplifli was to extort from them fomc 
hideous cries, during the ‘ continuance of which I was fbmetimes 
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obliged to flop my ears with my fingers. It Is fcarccly credible, 
though it is perfectly true, that the mountain and wandering Lap- 
landers have not the Icaft idea of any thing coniicded with har- 
mony, and that they arc abfolutcly incapable of an enjoyment 
which nature has not entirely forbidden to any other tribe or na- 
fion, as far a5 I have been informed. Artificial mufic appears to 
wholly baniflied from thofc forlorn and folitary diftrids The 
ojily mufical accents to be heard in Lapland arc thofc which na- 
has Indifcriminatcly bellowed on ail other countries, without 
any regard to man, whofe pride induced him to believe that every 
tiling in the world is made for him alone. The only melody to be 
heard in Lapland is that wdth which the birds make the woods re* 
echo ; that of the rivulets ruftling over their pebbly beds ; that of 
the winds rcfoimding amidft the branches of trees and the deep 
gloom of forefts ; and laftly, that of the majcftic fall of rivers over 
rugged rocks, where the waters break with a crafhing noife, and 
fend up their foam to the clouds. But that I may not leave my 
reader altogether without an idea of Laplandifh finging, fuch as it 
is, or rather of the vociferation of the wandering Laplanders, I 
fliall prefent them with two fpccimens, which I find preferved in 
my portfolio, among the various notifications of my Journey. I 
put them on paper, while thofc poor creatures were ftraining their 
throats, and the mufic is to be feen in the Appendix. They were 
taken down without any regard to time or meafure, bccaufc they 
had none ; nor arc they fo long by a third part as the original 
fongs, bccaufe there was nothing but a continued repetition of 
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the fame notes. The Laplanders, after exhaufting their breath, 
perfevered in uttering the fame cry in a kind of fainting or fading 
voice, as long as there was a partielc of air in their lungs. Their 
mufic, without meaning and without mcafure, time or rythmus, 
W'as terminated only by the total waftc of breath ; and the length 
of the fong depended entirely on the largencfs of the ftomach, 
and the ftrength of the lungs. With all my knowledge of the 
mufical art, I was quite reduced to a nonplus amidft thofc mufi- 
cians of Lapland ; and I envied more than ever the fkill of the 
Abbe Renauld ; an advantage which would have flood me in 
great ftead in the circumftanccs in which I was then placed.* 
While the Laplanders were uttering cries in the manner juft 
deferibed, they articulated certain words, which induced me to 
afk our interpreter their meaning, and whether they were any 
verfes or fragments of poetry. But I foon learnt that their ge- 
nius for poetry did not tranfeend their turn for mufic. The 
words they pronounced in their vociferation were only repetitions 
of the fame expreflions over and over again. For example, ‘‘ A 
good journey, my good gentlemen — gentlemen — gentlemen — 
“ gentlemen — a good journey— journey— journey — my good gen- 
tlcmcn — gentlemen — a good journey — journey — journey — jour- 
ney,” &c. and fo on as long as they were able to fetch any 
breath : when this was exhaufted, the fong was ended. 

^ The Abbe, in a note under the article Sivan^ in that part of BufTon’s work 
which treats of birds, aflures us very gravely, que les crls clcs cygnes efi Joumts a un 
rit/nne conjlant ct regie a la vicfure a deux tcuu, CEuvrCS dc Buffon, vol. xxiv. 
page 125. Edition dc Paris, nss. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Situation of Kaniokeino — Boundary hetvceen the Swcd'fh and Danlfh 
Territories — An lujhince of juji Reafoning on a political Topic — 
Baron Hermelins Maps of Szveden^ Finland, and Lapland — Diffi- 
culty of obtaining good Maps of thofe Countries : ihofe which exiji 
are far from being accurate — Diverjity of Names given to the fame 
Places, and confufon occafoned by this Circumjiancc — Anecdotes cf 
the SchooUmafer of Kaniokeino — Diftritt or Parifh ofKantokcino 
— Population and luhahitants — Wandering Laplanders, and thofe 
that have fixed Habitations — Their Mode of Life — Chafe of the 
wild Rein-deer — Annual Fair at Kautokeino, and Traffic carried 
on — Cattle and Sheep — Low FJlimation in which the latter are 
held — Departure from Kautokeino — State of the JVeather and the 
Thermometer — Journey purfued in Boats— The River Alten : 
beautiful Scenery — Mufquetoes. 

^ ^ ILL irrival, the village of Kautokeino Avas confidcred as 
^ wholly infulatcd in the fummer fcafbn, and inacccflible to 
travellers. The furrounding diftrid: is dclcribed in the Danifli 
book of geography as a country confifting of mountains, feparated 
from each other by dangerous and impaflablc morafles. It was 
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this circumftance that occafioncd the alarm at the report of our 
guns. The inhabitants could not conceive from what caufe, or 
from what quarter the thundering noife proceeded, as it could not 
occur to them that they rniglit receive a \ ifit from any curious 
ftrangers. 

The village of Kautokeino is inhabited by four families and a 
prieft, and it has a church. By the line of frontier agreed upon 
in 1751, between Sweden and Denmark, Kautokeino was in- 
cluded within the domiifions of the latter. Oh looking at the 
map one is furprifed to fin^ here the boundary between tliefe two 
kingdoms ; inftead of its following the ridge of mountains, which 
forms a natural reparation to the fouth and the north in that cor- 
ner of Europe. By that arrangement the territory of Denmark 
turns toward the fouth, and takes in an angle of Lapland, w hich 
ought naturally to belong to Sweden. We did not fail to make 
enquiry into the caufe of this fmgular deviation from apparent rca- 
fon and juftnefs, and we flattered ourfclves that we had traced it 
to a fccret of ftatc, being informed that it was the effeft of bri- 
bery and corruption. The Swedilli commilfary, we were told, 
hud been induced to make a ceflion of the angle in queftion by 
the power of Danifli gold ; and numerous extravagant anecdotes 
were mentioned of this perfon, who was reprefented as much ad- 
dided both to wine and to women ; that care was taken to throw 
in the way of this man of plcafure the whole luxury of Lapland ; 
and that he w^as overcome by the manifold temptations held out 
to him, and agreed to the divifion as before ftated. 
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Romantic as this account may appear, we were not backward 
to give it credit. My companion particularly, who was a Swedilh 
officer, aflented to it moft readily, like a good patriot, who dilco- 
vered with indignation a fraud committed againft the intcrefts of 
his country. Wc made a thoufand political reflc6lions on the dif- 
ferent means and arts of corruption, and on the great value fet by 
governments on trifling matters : wc thought that poffibly the 
two powers had left this fmall territory in an unfcttlcd {late, in 
order that they might not want a pretence, whenever they fliould 
chufe to come to a rupture. If I might have been permitted to 
do juflice to our political talents and acute inveftigation, I fliould 
have fliid that wc difplayed great knowledge as well as eloquence 
on the prefent fiibjed:. But alas! the fadt was, that all wc had 
heard, and what had given rife to our faf^e obfervations, was a 
mere fable. The true caufc of the eccentricity noticed in the 
line of demarcation, was a thing perfedtly natural, and in confor- 
mity with the treaty of 1 / 51 , between the courts of Stockliolnv 
and Copenhagen, by which it was fettled that the boundary fliould 
be fixed by the fourccs of rivers; that is to fay, that all that tradl 
of country of which the rivers run into the Frozen Ocean, (hould 
belong to Denmark: and on the other hand, all that fliould be 
held as Swedifli Lapland, of which the rivers fall into the gulf of 
Bothnia. More than a year after my journey to Lapland, I be- 
came acquainted at Drontheim, the capital of the northern parts 
of Norway, with the Danifh commiflliry who had hern employed 
in this bufinefs, and from him I learned the true prmcipiv, <a ! 
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on which the divifion of the territory was founded. He laughed 
very heartily at the fabulous account which I recited to him of 
that matter. 

I have already obferved, that we no longer derived any benefit 
from maps, but wxre left wholly to our own rcfburccs. The bell: 
maps of Sweden arc thofc publiflicd by Baron Hermelin : and 
when it is confidcred that thefe have been executed at the ex- 
pence, and by the capacity and induftry of an individual, it is im- 
poffiblc to withhold the tribute of praife due to the diftinguiflied 
zeal of his patriotifm. Baron Hermelin employs the greateft part 
of his yearly income, which is very confiderable, in the promo- 
tion of the geography, the natural hiftory, and a knowledge of the 
political ftate of Sweden. He fends young men of genius to dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom to take geographical furveys, to try 
experiments, make obfervations in mineralogy, and to colled vari- 
ous lUitiftical accounts. PTom their Iketchcs of particular diftrids 
he forms his maps of the different divifions of Sweden. It is how- 
ever to be obferved, that thefe geographic;.! delineations, though 
wonderfully exad for the work of an individual, derive their dif- 
tindion and merit only from a comparifon with others Icfs cor- 
rcd. In fad, they may be regarded as the only maps of Sweden 
that have yet been publiflicd ; and what is more, they have been 
completed fulely at that gentleman’s own cxpcnce, and without 
any aflillance fiom government. Sweden, P'inland, and Lapland, 
have not yet been furveyed with that corrednefs w hich prevails in 
the geographical reprefentatlons of France, of Britain, and other 
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countries ; every dlftrift and corner of which have been meafured, 
and drawn with the greateft accuracy and precilion. Baron Ilcr- 
mclin’s maps are not compofed with all the rigour of trigonome- 
try ; they are formed from views by the eye, in the fame manner 
as the Iketchcs of ordinary furveyors or draughtfmen, v\ ho afcciul 
to the top of* a particular mountain, and thence obtain a profped 
of the circumjacent country from which they make their draw- 
ings. Befidcs this, the natives are confultcd, who furnifli accounts 
of diflerent matters within their knowledge, and particularly of 
the names of hills, rivers, towns, and dthcr objedls. Lapland, if 
we comprehend under it all thofc parts fo named in the wide ex- 
tent belonging to Swxden, Denmark, and Ruflia, is a country 
of fuch immenfc fpacc, that it would be too great an enterprize 
to attempt making an accurate meafurement of even the frontiers 
of its different diftrids. Moreover, the fummer in. that climate 
is fo fhort, the fatigue of penetrating through its moraffes and 
furmounting other obftaclcs fo great, and the operations of a Juft 
trigonometrical furvey would require fuch a length of time and 
number of perfons, that there is but little hope of its being foon, 
or ever accomplifticd. As to the winter feafon, the moft proper 
for travelling in thofc northern and uncultivated countries, it in- 
volves the difadvantage of obfeurity and darknefs ; and the fnow 
every where covering the furfacc of the earth, rivers, and lakes, 
to the depth of fcvcral yards, and prefenting in all places an uni- 
formity of appearance, makes it impoffiblc for the geographer to 
diferiminate land from water. 
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With regard to the names of places in Lapland, thefe will ne- 
ver be fixed while Laplanders remain in the unfcttlcd ftatc of a 
paftoral and wandering people. Thofc that have permanent ha- 
bitations arc wholly unacquainted with the names of mountains, 
rivers, brooks, and lakes at any great dlftance, to which there is 
little if any refort. The Laplanders who know the names of thefe 
objeds, arc of the paftoral or erratic tribes. But here another dif- 
ficulty occurs. Various families of thefe Laplanders affociate to- 
gether, and thus wander* from place to place : and as the inter- 
courfe of thefe hordes with one another is but trifling, and of a 
very tranfient nature, the language of each is marked by fuch 
fliadcs of variety, that it can fcarccly be faid with propriety that 
there is one Lapland tongue, common to all. Hence it happens 
that the fame places have very diffimilar denominations, and that 
a map of any diftrid under the guidance of one Lapland Ihepherd, 
would not be recognized and underftood by a traveller who had 
drawm a plan of the fame trad, under the condud and informa- 
tion of another. An inftance of this diverfity of names, and the 
inconvenience that naturally thence arifes, I experienced myfelf in 
my progrefs from ]Pallojervi to Kautokeino. On my arrival at 
this laft village, I was influenced to look over my names of places, 
and the little map I had drawn ; all which I Ihcwed to an inha- 
bitant of Kautokeino. I found that the Laplander w^ho attended 
us, and from whofe account I had projeded my geographical 
fketch, had called the places by names totally different from thofc 
by which the fame objeds were known to the people of Kauto- 
keino. 
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Among the Laplanders of Kautokeino was one, as I have men- 
tioned, who bore thcfpecious title of fchool-maftcr. This appel- 
lation ftruck me very much ; for I had conceived that I was in a 
place far removed from any fchool, or any iiiftitution for the piir- 
pofe of Inftrudion. The name of fchool-mafter w as as great a 
iUbjeft of pride to this Laplander, as a red or blue ribband may be 
to any one in the refined parts of Europe. He was, doubtlcfs, as 
much gratified by the appellation of fchool-maftcr, as any one in 
our ftatc of fociety may be by his ranl^of nobility, or other emi- 
nent dlftindion. This fchool-maftcr, both in his pcrfonal appear- 
ance and manners, was as complete a Laplander as his neighbours 
around him, except that from feme defedlivc conformation of na- 
ture, there w^as fomething very lingular and ludicrous in his mode 
of walking, his feet being always turned out into what is called 
by dancing- mafters the firft pofition. 

Having pafled the frontiers of Lapland,* and continued fomc 
time in Norway, he had learned the Danifli, or rather the Nor- 
wegian language : and his knowledge of this opened an employ- 
ment to him the moft lingular and droll in its* nature of any that 
ever fell under my obfervation in any country. The prieft, or 
minifter, being wholly unacquainted with the Lapponian tongue, 
cannot convey his fentiments to his audience, who know not any 
other. To remedy this inconvenience, the fchool-mafter takes his 

* Norwegian F.apland is named by the Danes and Norwegians Fimnark, I fliall 
ftill, however, call it Lapland, in order not to confound the inhabitants of this 
country with thofc of Finland j for both alttimc the a|)pcllation of Finlanders. 

L 2 ftatlon 



76 TRAVELS 

llatii)n beneath the pulpit, and when the minifter has pronounced 
one fcntcncc of his fcrnion he flops, and the fchool-mafler repeats 
it to the congregation, in the language of Lapland. The cfleft 
which the eloquence of the preacher, thus interrupted and muti- 
lated, mufl have on his audience, it is not difficult tp conceive. I 
confefs I would have given, I know not how much, to have heard 
this Laplander, and known what kind of tranflation he made of the 
Danifli miffionary’s fermons. As for the minifler, who underflood 
not a word of what the fch.ool-maflcr fiiid in his name to the people, 
he prefumed it was all right, and went on without hefitation. 

As it is the intcrefl of Denmark to extend its language over 
thofe countries as much as pofliblc, a fchool-mafler was appointed 
at Kautokeino for teaching Danifli to his neighbours, and as many 
as he could draw together to receive his inflruftions. It would 
appear that this fchool-mafler had not greatly improved his man- 
ners and addrefs, from his travels into Norway, if we were to judge 
from his matrimonial connedion. His wife was only three feet 
and a half high, and indifputably the ugliefl creature beyond the 
polar circle. But ‘on the other hand it fliould feem, that he had 
acquired from his poliflicd neighbours of Norway the art of in- 
fmuation, and fome knowledge in the fciencc of gallantry. He 
was able to gain the acquaintance* and attachment of a young 
girl in the parifli, who in a fliort time thereafter found hcrfelf in 
a condition that difeovered how much flic had profited by the in- 
flrudions of the fchool-mafler ; a circumflance which placed this 
public fundionary in an aukward fituation with regard both to 

the 
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tlic relations of the damfcl, and his own little wife. Thofc inei- 
dents, however, are not regarded in the lame ferious light beyond, 
as on this fide the polar circle. The matter was very amicably 
fettled : the child died foon after it was born, and the fchool- 
mafter’s wife felt more pride In her hulband’s fuccefsful courtlliip, 
than mortification at his infidelity. 

Before we leave Kautokeino, it may not be amifs to offer, for 
the amufement of my readers, a few geographical and ftatiftical 
obfervations on this part of the country.^ In the w hole of the dif-* 
tri( 5 l or parifh of Kautokeino, which is twenty-five Norwegian 
miles in length, and twelve in breadth,^* there are but two places 
occupied by fettled Laplanders, which amount together to no 
more than twelve families. Tlic reft arc all of the lliephcrd, or 
vagrant kind, who cannot be accurately numbered, becaufc they 
arc conftantly in motion, and not attached to any particular fpot. 
In 17.5O they reckoned ninety diftinft families ; but it is pofliblc 
that fome of thefe families may alfo have been counted among 
thofc of other diftriifts. Thefe wandering Laplanders inhabit 
during winter the mountainous trads, and move from place to 
place with their tents, and herds of rein-deer ; but in fummer 
they draw towards the coaft for the benefit of fiftiing. At Kauto- 
keino there are fome very fine fields of meadow and arable land ; 
the latter of which yield as much oats and barley as fupplics the 
inhabitants for fix months. Horfes they have none : all journeys 
arc performed on foot or in boats in fummer, and during winter, 

* A Norwegian mile is about eight Englifh miles. 
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ill Hedges drawn by rein-deer. What hay they poffefs ferves as 
provender tor their cows ; and the corn they obtain is converted 
into flour for their ow’n ulc, which, through long habit, is be- 
come fo ncccflary an article of their fubfiftcnce, that they arc 
mifcrablc if they have it not all the year round. From fifliing and 
the chafe they derive as much refourcc as they poflibly can. A 
people enured to a roving and hazardous kind of life, prefer to 
the laborious purfuits of agriculture, the chances of fiftiing and 
*the chafe. It would not be difficult for the few families of Kauto- 
keino to raife grain fufficient for their wants : but they chufe 
rather to filli, and hunt wild rein-deer, than to undergo the wcari- 
fonic toils of huflbandry. They exchange for grain what fifti they 
can fparc, or barter for it the ikins of bears or other animals 
which they may happen to kill. It is, however, by no means to 
be vN^ondcred at, that this fhould be fo, when we confider that fifli 
arc fo abundant in the rivers as to make the catching of them not 
a bufmefs of doubtful fpeculation, but of the utmoft certainty ; 
and alfo, that if any one kill, a bear, he gains more by the Ikin 
than he would by -the cultivation of half an acre of land, over 
and above the luxury of- feafting upon the flelh of this animal, 
which is efteemed very delicious. 

The method of hunting the bear is the lame here as in Finland, 
but that of hunting the rein-deer is attended with cxccffivc fatigue, 
and to be performed only by a Laplander. The wild rein-deer, 
which fcorn to live in a herd, but remain in a folitary ftatc among 
the woods and mountains, poflefs a nicety and acutenefs of pre- 
caution 
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caution that nothing can equal. When a Laplander perceives one 
of thofe animals at the diftance of about half an Englidi mile, he 
takes a circuit to the windward ; coming nearer and nearer to it, 
creeping on his hands and feet, until he comes within gnn-fliot. 
I have been aflured by a Laplander, that he has been obliged to 
creep in this manner for five miles, through flirubs and mofs, in 
order to reach the moft convenient fpot for taking aim at his 
prey. 

In the fmall village of Kautokeino, there Is in the month of 
February an annual fair, which is frequented by the neighbouring 
Laplanders and the merchants from Tornea, who come thither 
for the purpofe of purchaling rein-deer fkins, furs, and other arti- 
cles. In thofe fairs the medium of trade is barter. The Laplan- 
ders give the fkins of rein-deer, foxes, wolves, and bears, with 
gloves and fhocs, or rather fhort boots, in exchange for coarfe flan- 
nels, but above all for brandy, tobacco, meal, and fait. 

They have a few cows and fheep, vvhich in feme degree fupply 
them with milk and wool. For fodder to their cows, when they 
have not hay enough, they gather the mofs that the rein-deer 
feeds upon, and which the cows, for want of better nourifhment 
arc glad to live upon. On the adjacent mountains there is a kind 
of mofs which the fheep will cat, and even feem to like. As fliccp 
do not form any article of barter or commerce, they arc to be 
purchafed at a very low price. We bought fomc for our kitchen, 
at the rate of eighteen pence Englifh a-piece. 

The people in thofe parts arc neither ignorant of the ufe ol’ 
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money, nor exempt from a paflion for being poflefled of it. Their 
fair feems to have given them an idea of taking advantage of cir- 
cumftanccs whenever they may occur. Of this we had a proof 
when we began to make preparations for purfuing our journey ; 
they demanded nearly half a-crown a day for each man that was 
to attend us, which was an enormous fum for that country, and 
b(^re peculiarly hard upon us, fmcc we had occafion for five, and 
afterwards for feven men, befides the interpreter and our own fer- 
vant. Our interpreter attempted to demonftrate, that what they 
alked was extravagant and unrcafonablc ; but they would not be 
moved by his arguments, but replied, that the prefent was the 
feafon for filhing, by which they fiiould gain more than in our 
fcrvicc ; which perhaps might be true. They feemed alfo to be 
aware that, as travellers are not frequent in their country, if any 
one journeyed there in a feafon when there was neither a fair, nor 
any other particular bufinefs to attend, he muft either have plenty 
of money himfclf, or be commiffioned by government to examine 
and report the ftate of the country, and confcquently be paid by 
the king. Such I conceive was their rcafoning, and there was 
no remedy againft it ; we had no other people but thefe that w’e 
could apply to, and thence we w’cre compelled to fubmit to their 
terms. I confoled myfclf with the confidcration, that I would 
rather pay double their demand than return to Ulcaborg, and give 
up the intended journey. We now gave orders for our boats to be 
got ready, and all our baggage to be flowed into them. We fet 
out from Kautokeino on the ninth of July, in the fairefl weather 

imaginable. 
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Imaginable, and under a temperature of climate approaeblng to 
that of Italy. The thermometer of Cclfnis indicated the 25 th de- 
gree of heat at mid-day in the fliadc ; expofed to the fun It lofe 
to forty ; on tlie ^^atcr it fubfidcd to nineteen. The \\ omc»i ( i* 
the village accompanied their hulbands to the fide of the river, and 
bade us farewell in the moll affedionatc manner. The voyage we 
were about to undertake w as long and paint ul, and w hich none ol* 
the people had ever performed in fummer. Our departure deprived 
the village of two-thirds of its population, and rendered for a time 
five-eighths of the married w'omcn Endows. We W'cre follow- 
ed by their looks till the- winding of the river intercepted their 
view ; nor w’as the fchool-mafter s wife, to little and fo ugly, the 
leall conftant or ardent in demonftrations of fcnlibility and re- 
gret at parting with fuch dear vifitors and friends. Our boats 
w ere juft of afr/c fufficient to contain the whole of our company, 
with our luggage and tent. We were in all nine, diftributed in 
two boats, which could not have carried one perfon more without 
the danger c;f being overfet, or of finking to the bottom of the 
water. 

The river of Altcn we found one of the moft beautiful we had 
yet vicw'cd in the courfc of our travels. It is at its commence- 
ment a continued fucceflion of lakes of dificrent fi/.e and fliapcs, 
and interfperfed with iflcts that are covered with the birch-trec. 
Thefe prefented a fccncry of landfcape, which fir from having a 
wild and harfli appearance, was fuch as might befeem a gentler 
climate. Thpfe lakes infpired us with an inclination for bathing : 
VoL. II. M their 
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their waters were clear as cryftal, and their edges formed of the 
fofteft fand, which floped by degrees into a greater and greater 
depth. We did not fail to avail ourfelves of the opportunity of 
enjoying fo agreeable and falutary a recreation, whenever we could 
do fo with impunity ; that is, when we had a moment of refpitc 
from the aggreffions of the mufquetoes, which almoft inccflantly 
tormented us. The fame attradlions of the fcafon that invited us 
to bathe, animated thofe infers to follow us wherever we went, and 
gave vigour to their perfecution. We were not, however, wholly 
deftitute of all rcfourccs of 'comfort. In a country where we had 
little beyond the mere ncceflarics of life, .we confidercd every foun- 
tain that we difeovered, and every plant of angelica wx met with, 
as a fource of luxury. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Some refrejhtng Sprhigs of Water — Farther Account of the River 
A/ten — Cataracts — Rapidity of the River in fome Places^ and 
quid Progrefs of the Boats — Plenty of^ Fijh in the River Alien — 
The Church of Maji — Mufquetoes — ji^fmall Riven called Keinof 
joki — A Chain of Mountains to be crojjed — Dull and melancholy 
Appearance of the Country — Snow on the Mountains in the Midjl 
of Summer — Arrive at a foUtary Cabin in a Wood — War with 
the Mufquetoes — Change of Scenery in defending from the Moun^ 
tains — Regain the River Alien, and meet with a Salmon Fifier — 
Pafs another River, and purfue our Journey — Lofe our Way, and 
at lajl reach Alien Gaard. 

TTXURING the whole ot this journey, although we were for the 
moft part on water, we felt a conftant riilrft : this was but 
III quenched by brandy, -and It was augmented by our mode of 
living on dried meat and bifcult. The water of the lakes, greatly 
warmed by the continual rays of the fun, was far from being agree- 
able ; but that of the fprings, which wc now and then found in 
the little narrow valllcs, fliadcd by trees from the cxccflive heat, 
was fo frefli and pleafint, that wc could fcarcely refrain from taking 
large draughts of it at the moment vve found it Some of thofc 

M 2 fprings 



H 


I'RAVELS 


fprings w crc at four or five degrees of Celfius, which was a great 
difference in comparllbii of the lakes, which were at nineteen, 
and of the atmofphcrc, which was at twenty-five. It was a 
more delicious rcfrefljmcnt to us, than all the iced creams in the 
great cities of the fouth of Europe to the moft confirmed epicure. 

The river of Alten, after fpreading into feveral lakes, and again 
contrafting itfelf within its banks, which arc here and there fringed 
with trees, and confift fometimes of rocks and fometimes of bare 
fand, precipitates itfelf all of a fudden from between two rocks 
about forty firct in perpendicular height. There it forms a mag- 
nificent catarad ; and the agitated water fends up a cloud of va- 
pour to the ikies, through which is fecn a beautiful and majcftlc 
rainbow. This catarad, of courfe, interrupted our navigation, 
and our boats were drawn over the land for nearly the fpace of 
an Englifli mile, to a place where the river again became paffablc. 
On the borders of this cafeade, the Laplanders, who accom- 
panied us from Kautokeino, had a inagazinc of fifti drying in the 
air. After exploring the beauties of the waterfall, we lighted up 
a fire in this place, -and had fome of thofe fiflies dreffed ; a part 
boiled, and fome broiled. The Lapland , fafliion of broiling, is by 
fixing a filh on a flick, and then holding it to the fire. 

After our repaft we purfued our voyage ; and as we proceeded,, 
had a fine view, and took a drawing of a very beautiful catarad 
made by the falls of a tributary ftfeam belonging to the Alten, 
w hich defeends on the right bank of that river over a number of 
(helving rocks, difpofed like Heps of flairs, as if they were the 

work 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 


85 

work of art. It was covered with a canopy of trees, which inter- 
cepted the rays of the fun. We continued to defeend by a branch 
of the river Altcn, which flowed with fuch rapidity, that if credit 
may be given to our Lapland boatmen, we performed almoft a 
Norwegian mile (or eight Eiiglifli) in little more than a quarter 
of an hour. When the current began to be very ftrong, our 
boatmen dcfircd us to look at our watches, that we might be able 
to afeertain how much time we fliould take in getting on a mile. 
Wc did fo ; and when wc reached fhc end of what they com- 
puted to be a Norwegian mile, wc found that the time taken up 
was twenty minutes. Our boatmen now wanted fomc repofe, 
and we fet up our tent near the fmall church of Mali, on thp 
right bank of the Altcn. We lighted fevcral fires, and one as 
ufual in the midft of our tent, to defend us from the mufquetoes, 
our eternal tormentors. Our Laplanders, before laying them- 
felvcs down to take their reft, alked permiflion to go and let 
down the nets in the river, and draw them only once. They 
obtained our leave to do fo, and our interpreter thought it an 
amufement to go along with them. They returned in a quarter 
of an hour with more than two hundred filhes of different forts 
and fizes, fome more than a foot in length. Part of them was 
drefled for our fupper : the reft the Laplanders gutted, and hung 
up on trees to dry, which they intended to take home with them 
on their return. 

Next morning, before we refumed our voyage, we paid a vifit 
to the fmall church of Mali, which is embofomed in the midft of 
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trees and brufliwood, about three hundred paces from the banks of 
the river. If in the whole of our travels in thofe northern regions 
we had not fo much as feen one Laplander, or had landed near 
this church from a balloon, we could not poflibly have formed any 
other opinion than that we had come to a land of pigmies, I w as 
greatly flruck with the architefture and the dimenfions of this 
building : the whole was on fo dwarfilli a fcalc, fo little, fo low, 
and fo narrow, that at firft fight I fliould have been tempted to 
take it not for a real church, but for the model of one. To have 
an adequate idea of its diminutive fizc, imagine a door of little 
more than three feet high, a roof no more than fix, and the w hole 
edifice, comprifing a veftibule, the body of the church, and a fa- 
criily, or veftry, not exceeding eight yards in length, by four in 
breadth. It feemed as if I, who was thought in thefe parts, 

“ In bignefs to furpafs earth’s giant fons,” 

might, when placed in a corner of the church, the fartheft from 
the pulpit, have almoft touched the miniftcr’s nofe with the point 
of my boot, by ftretching out my leg without even rifing from 
my feat. The native of Italy could not reftrain a fmlle at this 
fpcclmcn of Lapland architeAurc. 

When w'c had pafled about two Norwegian miles and a half 
farther down the river, we met with two Laplanders of Kauto- 
keino, who had travelled thus far for the purpofe of fiflring. We 
had now arrived at the place where it became nccelTary for us to 
quit our boats, and to purfuc our journey on foot over that great 
6 chain 
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chain of mountains into which the river Altcn infmuates itfclf, 
and flowing, by many windings, through its whole extent, breaks 
out and ruflics down in many places, and forms a number of ea- 
tarafts. As our baggage aj)pcarcd too heavy to our wary Lap- 
landers of Kautokeino, they engaged the two filhers alfo to ac- 
company us, Vvhich lightened the burthen of each, Ky the dlviflon 
of five parts into feven. They drew the boats on land, and made 
them fall to feme trees. We then began to afeend the mountain 
on the left bank of the Altcn, very near to a brook, or rather fmall 
river, called Kionos-joki, which defeends from the mountain KuHi- 
tunduri. This brook forms at one place a very fingular cafeade, 
by opening a paflligc for itfelf under the liirface of the rocks, and 
pafling, where it begins to fall, under a natural bridge. 

We continued to afeend, for the fpace of four Englifli miles, 
through a thicket of dwarf birch (betula utvia) and birch-trees, 
and over ground uniformly covered with thick mofs, which ren- 
dered our journey extremely fatiguing. The day was ovcrcall 
with clouds, but {till there was a fufFocating heat, which occa- 
fioned a great dcprefiTion and heavinefs of fpirits. This was the 
moft favourable opportunity that could poflibly be imagined for 
the mufquctocs. The quantity of thofe terrible infeds lodged 
amongft the bufties and mofs was fo great, that at every ftep we 
raifed fuch a cloud of them, as covered us all over from head to 
foot. Imagine a number of putrid bacon hams expofed to the 
rays of a fummer’s fun, and all covered w ith flics : fuch was our 
condition, and the difgufting appearance of our perlons. After we 

had 
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had afcended lour miles, the mountain began to aiTumc a Hat- 
tilh and naked afped, without a fiiigle tree. It was wholly co- 
vered with the common mofs of the rein-deer, favc where this 
cxtenfivc carpet was broken, and chccqucrcd with moralfes, ba- 
foils of water, and lakes, altogether forming a landfcape the 
moH: dreary .and melancholy conceivable. There was nothing 
to engage our attention, to amufc our limey, or to confolc 
and cheer our fpirits. A vaft expanfe lay before us, which we 
wxrc to mcafure with dur feet, through moraffes in which we 
were not without danger of being fwallowed up. On the fum- 
mit of this chain of mountains we tra\ erfed a fpace of not Id's 
than fifteen Englifli miles, fbmetimes wrapped in a cloud, and 
fometimes marching over the liiow, though in the midft of fiini- 
mcr. The temperature of the air, in this elevation, had under- 
gone a confiderable change. Our thermometer indicated a re- 
markable difference of degrees from that of the furfacc of the river 
of Altcn. This climate was not very inviting to the mulquetoes. 
If we had not been obliged to purfue our way through a number 
of lowflirubs, we lliould have been but little troubled by them: 
but the fw arms that we raifed from the bullies wdicn we bci2:an to 
climb, accompanied us faithfully during the whole of our progrefs 
through the mountains. Even when our route lay through heights 
covered with fnow, our eternal foes purfued us Hill. Unfortu- 
nately it was a perfeft calm : not a breath of w ind to drive away 
thofc peftiferous companions. 

In the courfc of our journey through thofe lofty and dreary re- 
gions, 
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gions, we ftartcd a white hare, and fome birds of ditTcrent Ibi ts ; 
but it was not without difficulty and trouble that wc could lire a 
fhot, on account of the infeds. The pleafure of fliootlng any 
thing was dearly purchafed by the pain to be endured in pcrlhrm- 
ing that operation. In order to charge, level our pieces, and take 
aim, it was ricceflary to pull off our gloves, and put afidc the veils 
that covered our faces : but when all this was done, or w hilc doing, 
our enemies, ever watchful for a favourable moment of attack, 
allured by the feent of their prey, fell On the parts expofed with* 
out mercy by millions. 

We began to be exceedingly fatigued ; but as there was no 
fuel at hand for making fires to drive away the mufciuetocs, 
which did not permit us either to take refrcflimcnt or repofe, wc 
puflied on in queft of feme trees, and made, by a roundabout 
way, towards a cabin, which wc were told by one of the oldcft of 
our guides, had been crefted in a plantation not far off by fome 
travelling merchants, for the purpofc of retting and warming 
thcmfclvcs in the winter fcafbn, while the Laplanders baited 
their rein-deer. This cabin is a fquarc room about eight or ten 
feet in diameter, conftruded of wood, with a hole in the top for 
letting out the fmoke of the fire in the centre. Wc did not all 
go into the cabin at once ; but after the Laplanders had collefted 
abundance of the withered branches of trees, one of them entered 
alone and lighted the fire, having firtt ufed the precaution of ftop- 
ping up the hole in the roof in order to keep in the fmoke. When 
the chamber was fo completely filled wdth fmoke as almoft to pre- 
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vent rclpiration, t’nc rcil of the company were permitted to go 
into it. The Infciih, with which we were covered from head to 
loot, were obliged to quit their prey and remain at the door, en- 
raged that tliey diirlt not advance to attack* us in our retreat, 
This little hole in which we were all huddled one among another, 
quite full of fmoke, and with no other carpet or floor than the 
bare earth, was more agreeable to us than any of the inns I had 
ever vifited in France or England, In the middle of the roon'i 
tlierc was a good fire, and*- our tent placed on leaves of the birch- 
tree ferved us for a bed. We now fct about drefling the game w^e 
had killed, being ourfelves the cooks. We had a comfortable 
flipper ; and while the thick and pungent fmoke made the tear.^ 
trickle down our checks in large drops, we merrily drank, in a 
bumper of brandy, to the deftruftion of our enemies, who kept us 
in a ftatc of blockade, ftill hovering at the gate of our citadel, and 
furious with refentment at the trick we had played them. The 
hole for letting out the fmoke being opened for a Ihort time, fomc 
of the infeds had the courage to come in, but foon paid the forfeit 
of their temerity : but in return, if any of our garrifon made a fally 
to fetch wood or water, or any other neceflary, the whole flying 
army took ample vengeance by attacking and almoft devouring 
him alive. Having finiflicd our cookery and our fupper, we laid 
ourfelves down quite clofe to one another, the Laplanders literally 
upon each other, like entwined ferpents in winter; the whole 
company lying around our great preferver and protedor, the cen- 
tral fire. 
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A change having taken place in the atmol'phcrc, there fuclduily 
arofc fuch a ftorm of wind and rain, as threatened almoft to throw- 
down our cabin. The fmall degree of comfort our flicltcr afforded 
was enhanced by the howling of the tempeft, and by the con- 
fidcration that it would involve the deftruftion of our enemies. 
At every wliiftling blaft of the wind, “ Behold now,” we iliid to 
one another, the total difcomfiture ( four bcficgcrs! They are 

put to rout, dlfp':rfcd, and driven bcfoi'c the wind to a hundred 
“ miles diftance !” This confolatory refledion contributed to lull 
us to a found deep, which the fuccceding calm did not for fomc 
time dillurb. In the morning I went boldly out of my hole, w ith- 
out hat, gloves, or veil, to breathe a little frclli air, and, being now 
freed from the inceffant attacks of the mufquetoes, to view in 
tranquillity the face of the country. I took a walk round the 
cabin, in order to make myfclf fure that we were now at laft in a 
ftatc of peace and fafety : when lo ! an ambufeade rulhed forth 
againft me. I was all of a fudden covered over with the whole 
army of infers. I fought, wrapped myfclf clofc up as well as I 
could, and fled to the cabin, which, for want. of due fumigation, 
did not afford me relief fo loon and fo calily as I expeded. Dur- 
ing the ftorm the infeds had the fagacity to get behind the fide ot 
the cabin that was Ihcltered from the violence of the wind, and 
waited till it lliould be over, and till an opportunity offered of 
making a frclh attack. Their plan and tadics were attended with 
complete fuccefs. When we refumed our journey, we were ftill 
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attended by an hoft of alTallants almoft as numerous as that by 
which we had been purfued to the cabin. 

We had yet forty miles to travel before we fhould arrive at Al- 
ten, though we had already advanced twenty miles from the place 
where we left the river. The ftorm that had prevailed in the 
night had not brought fine weather by a diffipation of the clouds. 
The fpace over which we were to go this day prefented a profpeft 
almoft as dreary as the day. before. It feemed to us that we were 
fometimes going higher up in the mountains than wc had hitherto 
clone : wc ftill found fnow as we proceeded. Our fervant was par- 
ticularly charmed with the idea of our being fo near the clouds : 
he feemed to imagine that he was already divefted of a part of his 
mortality ; and the better to enjoy the illufion, he would feme- 
times go out of his way and take a circuity In order to get higher 
up In the atmofphcrc. At one time he was wholly out of our 
fight : we began to call him, but he did not hear us ; we waited 
for him, but he did not come ; we fired our guns that he might 
know whereabouts wc were: ftill he did not make his appear- 
ance. If he had been a handfomer youth, we might have been 
induced to fufpeft that Jupiter had fent his eagle to fetch him, as 
he did In former times for Ganymede ; but his figure prevented 
any fuch apprehenfion. He returned to us at laft ; and on our 
interrogating him wliy he left his company, he faid, that feeing 
a beautiful cloud very near him, he had run after it for the pur- 
pofe of knowing better than he did what kind of thing It was ; 

but 
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but that he found himfelf by degrees fo involved In it, as to lofc 
his way, and to be ignorant of the diredlion we had taken. 

When wc had any eminence to afeend, we looked at our ther- 
mometer at the bottom, and found that it was colder by two de- 
grees at the fummit of feme of them. The weather all the while 
was very unfavourable and incommodiovis for travelling : it was 
cxceflivcly moift, and the clouds with which we were conftantly 
furrounded, communicated fuch a degree of humidity to our tent, 
baggage and clothes, that wc could no ‘where enjoy any comfort- 
able repofe. Wc thought it better, without halting, to pufti for- 
ward as well as we could. At length, by dint of pcrfevcrancc in 
our fatiguing progrefs, we began to defeend the mountains. After 
palling by a cataraeft, dalhing perpendicularly from the fummit of 
fomc rocks, which was fed by the melting maffes of fnow and the 
moifturc of the clouds that crept along the brows of the moun- 
tains, w c were prefentccl with the moft charming landfcapes. Wc 
were ready to fancy ourfelvcs tranfported as by a magic rod into 
another atmofphere, another country, another climate. On the 
oppofite fide of thofe mountains, which arc the Alps of Lapland, 
all is on a gigantic fcale, all is rich and beautiful. Vegetation of 
every kind is both abundant and luxuriant, the herbage thick, and 
the trees large. Here they ftart up to view all at once In fuch 
freejuent and extenfivc groupes, as arc not to be fecn any where in 
any of the declivities of the fouthern chain of mountains. Wc 
plunged into the depths of a wood where the graft rofe to the 
height of our knees : but I cannot expreft the pleafurc I felt at 

feeing 



94 


TRAVELS 


feeing again the river of Alton rolling its pellucid ftream through 
rich meadows, and with a velocity which recalled to our minds 
our paffage from Kautokeino to Koinoyoki. Betwixt Kautokeino 
to the charming diftrift where we had now arrived, a fpacc of one 
hundred and twenty Englifli miles, we did not meet with a hu- 
man creature, excepting the two Laplanders of Kautokeino, who 
left their nets and followed us, as before- mentioned. 

At the place where w^e now were, we at length fell in w ith a 
filmon-fiflicr, who had co'me thither with his w ife. It is fo un- 
ufual and unheard-of a thing to meet with any human being in 
thofc fequeftered regions, that when the woman heard the noife 
W'c made in the woods, flie was affrighted, and wanted to per- 
fuade her hufband to betake himlelf with her to flight, for fear of 
fome wild beaft, or unknown monfter, coming to devour them. 
When we came up fhc had not recovered herfclf ; however Ihe 
had become more compofed as llie had a nearer view of us while 
w'C approached. She was young, and the changes of colour in her 
countenance occafioned by fear rendered her the more intcrefting. 
Perhaps it was the effeft of our prefent folltude, and owing to the 
circumftancc that we had not enjoyed the pleafurc of feeing the 
fair fex for a long time, but I thought that this w oman was not 
unworthy of a place in the number of beauties. She had black 
eyes, regular features, and chefnut hair. Whatever was the caule 
1 know not, but I could not help fixing my eyes on her more than 
on any other of the furrounding objcjfts. The fillicr had a (lore 
of excellent falmon, and alfo a pot for boiling it. He cut two or 

three 
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three of his fifli into fliccs, and treated our whole caravan with a 
difli of his falmon, prepared in the manner of foup and bouillic, 
feafoned with fomc herbs and fait, and a handful of oatmeal, which 
he took out of a bag that feemed to form not the Icaft important 
article of his wealth. Having neither plate, fork, nor fpoon, we 
w ere obliged* to fupply the place of thefe with pieces of the bark 
of the birch- tree, and w e made an excellent dinner. 

This falmon-fillier s boat was of great ufe in tranfporting us 
over a river that obftruded our way to%Alten, where we were dc- 
firous of arriving as quickly as poffible^ in order to put an end to 
a fatiguing journey of nearly forty miles through the mountains. 
We were landed from the boat in a wood, the paths or trads of 
which gave us to underfland that we had now come to a country 
inhabited by men. We enquired every inftant of our guides who 
went before us, where was Altcn-Gaard ? how many miles we 
had travelled, and how many we had yet to go ? Every moment 
we expeded to be at our journey’s end, and our knees began to 
tremble, unable any longer to fupport us, as we purfued our wind- 
ing road through this foreft ; when, to our extreme mortification 
as well as furprife, we difeovered that the labyrinthical trad we 
followed had milled us ; and after an hour’s walking we perceived 
that we were cxadly at the fame fpot where we had landed from 
the fifherman’s boat.*' Amidft this dcfolation, we could not help 

* Ncl bofeo Ferrau niolto fi avvolTc 
E ritrovoffi alfin ondc fi tolfc. Ariosto. 

“ Long through tlie devious wilds the Spaniard pall, 

“ 7\nd to the river's banks returned at lall: 

“ 'I'hc place again the waiidciing warrior view’d, 

“ Where late he dropt his caff]uc amid tlic flood. 
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laughing moft heartily, and taking this mifcrablc adventure eafily. 
It was but a harfh kind of plcafantry ; but, as there was no re- 
medy, we determined to fet out afrcfli ; and, by way of greater 
precaution, we had rccourfc to our compafs, in order to apprife our 
guides when we thought they were proceeding in a wrong direc- 
tion. This contrivance was not without its utility ; and we foon 
came in fight of the place whither we were bound. But before 
we could arrive at Altcn^Gaard, we had yet a journey of eight 
miles to accomplilli. As we were incapable of this without ex- 
haufting ourfclves too mueh, wc went in and flept fome hours at 
the firft houfc that wc came to. Next day wc reached the habi- 
tation of a Norwegian merchant, which alone compofed the vil- 
Jage, fo much longed for, of Altcn. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Situation of Alten-Gaard — Projpeii to the Frozen or Icy Ocean — 
Bathe in this Sea-^Inhahitants of Alten^Gaard; their Hofpitality — 
Plan for proceeding to the North Cape by Water — Departure from 
Alten-Gaard — Pafs near Moimt Himellar, or Heaven-man ; Wa- 
terfalls from this Mountain — Beaut fill Scenery — Meet with the 
Habitation of a Lapland Family , but find the Houfe deferted — 
Fifit another Hut — Condition of the Laplanders on this Coaji — 
Their Mode of Life^ and happy Simplicity — AffeiJing Family feene 
'—Fall in with fome wandering or mountain Laplanders — Their 
Tents and Premifes deferibed — A Herd of Rein-deer — MiferabU 
Appearance of thefe Animals — Their great Sufferings from the Heat, 
and the Flies, ej^ecially tiu C^rus Tarandi, Linn, — Rein-deer 
Milk — Pafs the Whaal Sund, or Sound of Whales — Haruefund, a 
Jingle Houfe, in a difmal Situation — Appearance of Nature as you 
approach the North Cape — Magefon, or Bare IJland — Arrive at 
the North Cape — Defeription of this ’Promontory. 

TN walking to the merchant’s houfe we obferved in an adjoin- 
ing pafture two or three horfes. The appearance of this ani- 
mal, which we had not feen in the courfe of five hundred miles, 
indicated that we had come to the reAdence of a perfon who was 
VoL, II. O a ftrangcr 
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a ftranger here, and the native of a civilized country. The houfe 
was fituated on an eminence, and commanded on one fide a view 
of the oppofite mountains, and the maffes of fnow with which 
they are conftantly covered ; on the other fide it afforded a prof- 
pe<fl to the Frozen Ocean, which here penetrates into the land, 
and forms a confiderable gulf, near which the houfe in queflion 
was built. We were delighted at finding ourfclves at fo lliort a 
diftance from the object of our journey, which was to put an end 
to our toils and hardfhips. The beautiful colour of the fea, and 
the brilliant tranfparency of the waters, offered a moft pleafmg 
fpedtaclc to our eyes ; but nothing, indeed, cheered our minds lb 
much as the idea of having lb far liicceeded in our enterprize. 
The light of mountains covered with fiiow, and the name of the 
Frozen Ocean, amidft a heat as great as that in Italy, heightened 
the contrail between thofc oppolite circumftances, and rcprelentcd 
this place to our imagination as fomething fmgular and extraordi- 
nary, which was not to be met with in ariy other part of the 
world. Even the very thought of having reached the Frozen 
Ocean had fomething fublime in it : to enjoy it Hill farther, and 
to make the moft of it, we determined to throw ourfolves into 
the waves of this fea, and to recruit our exhaufted ftrength by a 
bath. The merchant gave us warning not to do this ; nobody, 
he faid, rilked bathing there, for fear of lharks ; but we could not 
refill the ftrong inclination that impelled us, and we did venture 
to plunge into the water. This, however, was fo infuffcrably 
cold, that it was not long before we came out of it, and we felt 


our 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 


99 


our legs fo benumbed that they were fcarccly able to fupport us 
on the beach. 

After drefling ourfeivcs and fliaving our beards, which were of 
fix days growth, we were called to dinner ; and not a little fur- 
prifed to find fix different dlfhes, with a bottle of wine fet down 
for each perfon. This profpcdl comforted us ftill more than the 
view of the Frozen Ocean, and after dinner we found ourfeivcs 
more rcfrcflied by the wine than we had been by the fea water. 
We thought ourfelves now in paradife, in clyfium, in an en- 
chanted palace. Every thing was good ; every thing was delici- 
ous ; and the keennefs of our appetite doubled the convivial and 
focial pleafurc. The merchant was a married man, and his lady 
was an excellent praftical cook, as well as a perfeft houfewife. 
They had a boy who waited at table; and the focicty of the 
houfe was increafed by the rcfidence of the bailiff of that diftrid 
of Lapland, who after the death of his wife had come to live with 
the merchant, for the fake of company^. The bailiff was a very 
w^orthy and pleafant man, and much efteemed in this family, and 
in all the diftrid. We found ourfelves fo comfortably fituated 
here, that it was not without regret we began to talk of proceed- 
ing in our expedition to the North Cape ; this, however, was in- 
difpcnfiblc, for it was proper and neceffary to avail ourfelves of 
the favourable fcafon. We inquired into the beft manner of per- 
forming this route ; how many days it would require by land, 
and how many by fea ; if any one had made this journey before 
us ; and what was the diftance between the North Cape and Al- 
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ten } We were informed that the North Cape was diftant from 
Alton thirteen Norwegian miles ; that is, above a hundred miles 
Englifli ; . that it was impofliblc to get there by land, and that 
the only way was to go by fca. The whole of this peninfula they 
deferibed as one continuation of mountains, interfered by lakes, 
rivers, and impenetrable morafles, which would intercept our pro- 
grefs at every ftep. They allured us, that admitting the poHibi»- 
lity of overcoming thofe obftacles, we could not poffibly reach the 
North Cape by that way ih lefs time than a fortnight. A journey 
to the North Cape, they '{aid, had never been undertaken by any 
one in fummer, on account of its great length and the almoft in- 
fuperable difficulty of accomplifliing it : and as we wxrc limited 
in relped of time, and had a great diftance to go back to Tor- 
nea, we might be too late in the feafon for doing fo. If we were 
overtaken by the bad weather, we lliould not be able to return 
till winter had fairly fet in, fo that we might travel in fledges. 
After weighing all circumllances, we determined to proceed to 
the North Cape by water ; and we propofed, when we fliould be 
about half way to make fomc excurfions into the peninfula. 

The third day of our flay at Alten, the merchant procured us 
four men, and an open boat with four oars. One of thefc men 
had doubled the Cape before, and confcquently was acquainted 
with the courfe to be taken. The other three were very good 
feamcn, and had been on thofe coafts on the bufinefs of fiftiing. 
One of them, who afted as pilot, fpokc the Norfe, or Norwegian 
language ; the other three that of Finland and Lapland. It pro- 
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mifcd on the whole to be a very pleafant and comfortable expedi- 
tion. We^erc furniflied with cufliions and mattreffes, bed clothes 
and coverings. By way of provifions, we liad every thing that 
was good, fuch as white wine, claret, brandy, frefli falmon, roafted 
fowls, veal, hams, coffee, tea, w'ith the necclTary utcnfils ; and, in 
a word, all that we could poflibly have occafion for. It was, in- 
deed, nothing but a party of pleafure on the icy ocean. The 
gulf that I have mentioned, indenting the mountains, offered 
every where the moft magnificent and ^Interefting profpeft. 

We fet out from Altcn, on Monday the 15th of July, at two 
o’clock in the afternoon ; and we did not arrive at the Cape till 
the night betwxen the Friday and Saturday following. Three 
miles from Altcn w'C paffed on our right a mountain, called in 
Norwegian HtmeUar, or Heaven-man, from which there fell into 
the fea five or fix cafeades, two or three hundred yards of per- 
pendicular height. Farther onward was another grand cataraft, 
where wc quenched our thirft. We went up into the mountains to 
fee the place where it had its fource, and were furprifed to find 
at their fummit very beautiful natural meadows. Still farther off, 
wc again faw a fine cafeade rulhing down from another moun- 
tain. All thefe waterfalls were fupplied, no doubt, by the melt- 
ing of the fnow on the diftant mountains, which formed as it 
were the back ground of the pifture. The cafixide laft mentioned 
was precipitated from a hill, adorned on three fides wdth a wood 
of birch, fpread in the manner of an amphitheatre, fo that it ap- 
peared as if it had been planted by the hand of man. In the midft 
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of this plcafure-ground Rood a wooden houfc, covered with turf, 
and inhabited by a family of fixed Laplanders. I wiflicd to pay 
them a vifit ; one of our guides, however, befought me not to go 
there Immediately by myfclf, but to lend him on before me ; be- 
caulc, fald he, the family will perhaps be frightened at the fight 
of a ftrangcr of fo different an appearance from their ow n. He 
went into the houfe, but found nobody there : it was completely 
deferted : the family had cither gone on a fifliing cxcurfion, or 
were in the mountains terfding their rein-deer. The architedls of 
the houfes on thofc coafts, ‘'appear to have been of the fame fchool 
with him who built the church of Mali ; though it might not 
bear quite the fame proportion to that church, which our houfes 
do to cathedrals. I cannot lay that we were very dlfcrcct in our 
vifit: w'e looked at, and fcarched out every thing, even their 
pockets : all was open and expofed ; for there are no locks in Lap- 
land. We found not any article of curiofity, befidcs a box of 
rofin. This juice ilTucs from the fir-tree, of which the Laplan- 
ders make an ointment for drefling their wounds. We returned 
with regret to our boats, and it was not without pain that we 
bade adieu to lb charming a profped:, which bore a ftriking 
rcfcmblance to all that is moll romantic and delightful in the 
natural fccncry of Switzerland. 

There was not a breath of wind, and our boatmen were mucli 
fatigued with rowing in fo great a heat. In order to give them 
fomc rcfpltc, and to gratify our own curiofity, we vifited all the 
Laplanders fettled on this coaft, who generally lived at the dif- 
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tancc of a Norwegian mile, or mile and a-half from one another. 
Abundance and contentment reign in all their dwellings. Each 
Laplander is the proprietor of the territory around his little man- 
fion, to the extent of a Norwegian mile, or eight Englilli, 
in every direftion. They have fomc cows which furnifli them 
with cxcellerit milk, and meadow land which yields hay for their 
fodder in winter. They have every one a (lore of fifh dried in the 
fun, not only for their own ufe, but wherewithal to purchafe 
luxuries ; that is, fait, oatmeal, and fomc w-oollen clothes. Their 
houfes are conftruAcd in the form of tents : a hole in the mid- 
dle, which gives them light, lerves alfo as an aperture for letting 
out the fmoke of the fire, which is always placed in the centre 
of the cabin ; and around which they fleep quite clofe to one 
another. In winter, befides the heat'of the fire, they have the 
benefit of the animal w armth of the cows, with whom they lharc 
the flicker of their roof, as the inhabitants of Scotland do in the 
highlands and the northern ifles. The doors of their houfes in 
fummer are always open ; and although in that fcafon there is no 
night, they are accuftomed to fleep at the fame time as other 
Europeans ; with tlie exception of thofe who arc in fuch incefllnit 
purfuit of pleafurc, as to fly from one objeft to another, and pulh 
the hours gradually on, till they convert night into day. We have 
gone into their cabins at one and two o’clock, after the hour that 
we call midnight, when we always found the whole family lain 
down and afleep. We have fometimes remained a quarter of an 
hour near them before they were awakened by our prefenee from 
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their profound flumbcr. They not only flecp with their doors 
wide open, but fo fbundly, that it is not caly to roufc them. The 
fadl is, that they are not expolcd to any kind of danger or difturb- 
ance — they arc far removed from the anxieties and fears that at- 
tend envied pofleflions ; and the only wild beafts that could poflibly 
give them any alarm or uneafinefs arc, the wolves and bears. But 
thefe animals never attack houfes, as they procure fufficient 
nourilhment by following the wandering Laplanders with their 
rein-deer. There arc no venomous animals in thofc rude countries ; 

c. 

and as to men, they all live In the moft perfed innocence. 

Here the neceflity of government, for the diftribution of juftice, 
and the equal protedion of the people, cxifts not. A fmall num- 
ber of inhabitants, dlfperfcd over immenfe trads of lands, have 
little inducement to make aggreffions on each other ; and the ge- 
neral equality of condition that prevails, and above all, the con- 
ftitutional feeblencfs of paffion, and equanimity of temper, pre- 
vent not only inflidion of injuries, but refentment. Though the 
Laplanders are defcncelcfs, yet the rigours of their climate, and 
their poverty, fecure them from invafion ; and thus they exift with- 
out combination or protedion, and without bending with fubmif- 
fion to fuperiors. Here the melancholy examples, which exift in 
all hiftories, of the great tyrannizing over the mean^ fort, are not 
to be found, nor the falfchood and perjury which generally prevail 
among rude and barbarous nations. 

In one of the families we vifitcd, we witnefled a very tender and 
affeding fccne, which convinced us that fenfibility is not baniftied 
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from thofe northern latitudes. At three o'clock after midnight 
we entered a cabin, in which there were, befides the mafter of 
the houfe, his mother,, his young wife, and two infant children. 
They were faft afleep, and we waited for fbme time, that wc 
might awaken them gently : they all of them lay on the ground, 
which they had covered with the branches and leaves of the fra- 
grant and aromatic birch ; over thefc were fpread fomc rein-deer 
Ikins. They flept as the maritime Laplanders do in general, with 
their clothes on ; but thefc being very large and loofe, occafion 
no inconvenience by impeding in any degree the circulation of the 
blood. The w'ife awoke firft, and cafting her eyes on one of our 
boatmen, wliom flic knew, flic was glad to fee him, and entered 
into converfation with him in Lapponcfc. The hufband and his 
aged mother alfo awoke foon after, but the children continued in 
their found fleep. The old woman perceiving our Laplander, 
burft into a flood of tears ; the young woman likewife w ept ; fo 
did the boatman; and fo by inftindive fympathy did we all, 
without knowing why. For a moment wc preferved a dead 
filcncc ; when our Interpreter having entered the cabin, and found 
us in tears, aiked in Flnnlfli the reafon of all this forrow r 
The occafion was this — the old woman had feen tlic boatman 
about a year before, \Vhcn Ihe was in perfeft health ; but fmee 
that time Ihc had been feized with a flroke of apoplexy, which 
had totally deprived her of the ufc of fpcech. After this general 
emotion had fubfided, wc aiked for Ibmc rein-deer milk and 
cheefe. Our landlady immediately went out of the cabin and 
VoL. II. F conduced* 
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concluded us to the (lore, which was a little wooden box, or flicd, 
raifed upon beams to a certain height from the ground, that the 
provifions it contained might not be darnaged by the humidity 
of the fnow in winter. We were aftoniflicd at the quantity of 
things this good and provident woman had in her magazine. 
I'liere was great plenty of dried fifli, and dried rein-deer flefli, 
cheefe, and tongues of the rein-deer, oatmeal, rein-deer ikins, 
fur and woollen cloths, and other articles. Every thing befpokc 
riches and comfort ; and, ^ what w^as moft remarkable, our kind 
hoftefs gave us w hatever we wanted In the moft liberal manner, 
and without the leafc idea of receiving aught in return ; on the 
contrary, Arc pcrfilicd in refuAng to accept any money when we 
oflercd it. I have fecn very few places where the people live in 
fo cafy and happy a fimplicity as in the maritime diftridls of Lap- 
land. Their huts are dark and narrow, and’ they have neither 
bcdftcads, chairs, nor tables ; for they fleep and fit more com- 
fortably on the ground, and their houfes arc as convenient as they 
need be for their occupations and different purfults. Their local 
fituation has, at leafl: in fummer, a cheerful and fmiling afped, 
being placed near the fea, and at the foot or on the fides of moun- 
tains, where the bountiful hand of nature has given them rich 
pafturcs that want no cultivation ; and what is moft valuable, the 
ground on which they tread, and the foil which yields them fuf- 
tcnancc, they call their own, and acknowledge no landlord over 
it. There is no mafter to trouble them, or to infpire them with 
any fear or apprehenfion : the only feverc influence they have to 
dread/ arifes now and then from the rapacity of merchants. 
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We left this cabin to purfuc our voyage ; but after proceeding 
five or fix Englifli miles, we were obliged by the wind* again to 
land, when we determined to take advantage of this interval to 
make an cxcurfion Into the interior of the country, in order to try 
if we could meet with any thing remarkable, and particularly, 
whether wx could not get a fight of fomc wandering Laplanders 
with their rein-deer and their tents. We travelled feven or ei^t 
Englifli miles on foot, and found here, and there, amldft thofc 
mountains, delicious fpots and vallies, ^ncloled by hills that were 
covered with birch and fome other trees. We enjoyed the (hade, 
and the freflinefs of the brooks or rivulets that watered the vallies. 
We at laft came to a mountain Laplander’s tent, and our curiofity 
was fatisfied : this tent w as of a conical form, and not fhaped as 
tents arc in general. They put together fcvcral pofts or beams 
of wxod, frcfli cut down, flicking them with one end in the 
ground, and making them meet at the top. Thcfe beams they 
covered all round with pieces of woollen cloth, which they faflened 
to one another. The diameter of the tent we faw at the bafe 
was eight Englifli feet. In the middle was the fire, and around 
the fire fat the Laplander’s wife, a boy, who was his fbn, and 
fomc inholpitable and furly dogs, which never ccafld barking at 
us all the time wc remained near them. Fafl by the tent was 
erefted a Ihcd, confifting of five or fix flicks or pofts, that were 
faflened to one another near the top, in the fame manner as the 
tent, and covered with Ikins and pieces of cloth. Under this 
canopy the Laplanders kept their povifions, which were chcefc 
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of the rcln-clccr, u Imall quantity of milk of the fame, and dried 
fifli. A little further was a rude inclofurc, or paling, made in 
haftc, w'hich ferved as a fold or yard for the rein-deer w'hcn they 
were brought together to be milked — thofe animals were not 
near the tents at the time we made our vifit : they were in 
the mountains, from whence they w^ould not defeend till to- 
wards night. As we did not feel ourfelvcs difpofed to ramble 
about in queft of them, at the hazard of lofing ourfelvcs among a 
ferics of mountains, exhibiting throughout an uniform appear- 
ance, we judged it more advifable to ofter fome brandy to the 
I^iplandcrs, on condition that they w-ould go Avilh their dogs and 
bring the rein-deer home, or as near as they could to the tent. 
Scarcely had they fwallowx'd the brandy, which we had given 
them as an earnell of more, when we heard the Ihrill barking of 
the dogs refounding through the mountains. The Laplanders 
then told us that the rein-deer were coming ; and very fhortly 
alter we beheld a troop of not lefs than three hundred deer de- 
fcendiiig from the mountains in a diredion towards the tent. We 
then infilled that they fliould drive the rein-deer within the in- 
clol'urc near the tent, that we might have an opportunity of feeing 
and examining them the better, and tailing the milk frclh from 
the docs. They did as wx dcfircd ; but not without very great 
difficulty, becaufe the animals, not being accuflomed to be fliut 
up ill the ^ fold at that hour of the day, were unwilling to 
be confined, and it was not till after repeated efforts that the 
Laplanders were able at lafl, with the affillancc of the dogs, to 
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compel them to enter. We had then time to view tliem at our 
leifure. Thofc poor animals were lean, and of a fad and melan- 
choly appearance: their hair hung down, and their cxccffis^c 
panting indicated how much they fuffered at this feafbn of heat 
and aftlidion : their Ikins wxre pierced here and there, and ul- 
cerated by the mufquctocs, and the eggs of the fly called, in Lap- 
ponefe, kerma, ( (jcjhits tarandiy Linn.) which tormented them in 

the moft cruel manner, i made a collc’ftion of thofe infeds and 

» 

their eggs, intending them asprefents for my entomological friends. 
As to the milk which we tafted, it is not fo good at this time as 
in winter. In fummer it has always a kind of ftrong or wild 
taftc, and too much of what the French call an hant gout. 

Our guides advilcd us to return to the boats, and avail oiirfclvcs 
of the favourable breeze that had fprung up for purfuing our 
voyage ; and we took leave of our Laplanders, whofc only regret 
at our departure feemed to be a mortification at the removal ol’ 
the brandy. We pafled in our boat the Whaal-Sund, or Sound 
of Whales, w hich was agitated at the fame time by the current 
that fets in here very ftrong, and by the wind, which blew con- 
trary to the current. Whales refort to this rtrait in great num- 
bers, and arc, as wx were told, very common in all thefc fcas. 
Although we w^ere alTurcd by our mariners, that they had never 
palTed this ftrait without feeing eight or ten whales, we were fo 
unfortunate as not to get a fight of one. We w cut on ftiorc to 
the houfe of a merchant, fituated on an iflund near Havefund r 
this was pe.haps the moft difmal habitation on the face ol the 
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earth. The whole land around it did not produce one tree or 
flirub ; no, nor fo much as a blade of grafs: there was nothing 
to be feen but naked rocks. The inhabitant of that houfe had 
not any thing but what he brought from a diftance, not even fuel. 
The fun for three months of tlie year is not vifible ; and if, during 
that fpacc of time, the atmofphcrc were not illuminated by the 
aurora borealis^ he would be buried in profound darknefs — Dread- 
ful place to live at ! The only attradion in thefe abodes is filliing, 
and the love of gain. The nearer one approaches the North 
Cape, the more nature feems to frown : vegetation dies, and leaves 
behind it nothing but naked rocks. 

Proceeding on our voyage, we left on our right the ftrait formed 
by Magerdn, or Bare Ifland, and the continent. The vaft cx- 
panfe of the Frozen Ocean opened to our left, and we arrived at 
laft at the extremeft point of Europe, known by the name of the 
North Cape, cxaftly at midnight. 

Siftimus hie tandem, nobis ubi defuit orbis.* 

The North Cape is an enormous rock, which projeding far into 
the ocean, and being expofed to all the fury of the weaves and the 
outrage of tempefts, crumbles every year more and more into 
ruins. Here every thing is folitary, every thing is ftcril, every 
thing fad and defpondent. The fliadowy foreft no longer adorns 
the brow of the mountain ; the finging of the birds, which en- 
livened even the woods of Lapland, is no longer heard in this 

* Here then we flood, and touch’d the earth’s lafl point. 
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fccnc of dcfolation ; the ruggednefs of the dark gray rock is not 
covered by a fmglc ftirub ; the only mufic is the hoarfc mur- 
muring of the waves, ever and anon renewing their aflaults on 
the huge mafles that oppofe them. The northern fun, creeping 
at midnight at the dlftancc of five diameters along the horizon, 
and the immeafurablc ocean in apparent contaft with the ikies, 
form the grand outlines in the fublimc pidlure prefented to the 
aftoniflicd Ipeftator. The inceifimt cares and purfuits of anxious 
mortals are recolledcd as a dream; the various forms and energies 
of animated nature are forgotten ; the earth is contemplated only 
in its elements, and as conftituting a part of the folar fyftem. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A Qrotto among the Rocks of the Cape — Rocks, ofu'hich the North 
Cape is compofed, chiefly, Granite — Birds fecn near that Cape — 
Return from the North Cape — A differoit Route to Alien from the 
one taken before — Ifland of Maafo, and its Inhahiianis — Great 
Hojpitality and Attention — Advantage of hewg mtflaken for a 
Prince in travelling — A Place called Ilammerfjl — Hwahnyjling, 
a Peninfiila — Account of an Englifli Frigate coming as far as Ilam^ 
mcrfjl fome Years ago — Arrive again at Alien — Fxcurjion to 
Telwig, a great Fi/hmarket — Embark on the River Alien — Sin^ 
gular Combination of three Cataracts — Attempt to afeend in the 
Boats one of thefe Waterfalls — Reajons for this Adventure — It 
fails, and the Travellers are obliged to proceed on Foot over the 
Mountains — Diflirence of Temperature in the Air — Regain the 
River, and meet the Laplanders of Kautokeino — Reach Kautokehio ; 
thence to Enontekis — Difficulty of the Journey to the latter Place — 
Two Englifli Travellers at Enontekis : their Memorandums — The 
Clergyman of Enontekis — Extracts from a mannfeript Account, 
written by that Clergyman, refpetVmg the Parifli of Enontekis : 
its Population, Church, Inhabitants, Colonies, Manners, and natu^ 
tal ProduStions \ among the Latter fome Plants and Birds, and Re-- 

marks 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 


^3 


marh on the Difeafes of the Rein-deer — Journey from Enontekls to 
Tornea and Uleaborg — Qonchijion. 

TT AVING made drawings of thofe rocks under various afpeits, 
wx landed from our boat, and fcrambled upon the top of 
them. Wc* there found fomc pieces of wood thrown out by the 
fea, with which we kindled a fire in the face of the Frozen Ocean, 
and began to prepare a repaft. In looking about for a place to 
which we might retire with fome comfort, we difeovered a grotto 
formed by three rocks, w hofe fmooth and polifticd fidcs indicated 
that they had heretofore been waHied, for many ages, by the waves 
of the fea. In the midft of thefe rocks was a large roundifli ftone, 
under which there ran a fmall ftream of water. As wc wxfc 
tracing the courfc of this ftream, which had its fourcc in a neigh* 
bouring mountain, we found on its margin fomc plants of angelica. 
This we regarded as a great acquifition to our table, bccaufc wc 
had found it to be a very refrcftiing and fiilubrious vegetable. The 
grotto w^as fo convenient, that it had the appearance of being 
the work of art. The ftone in the centre ferved for a table, 
around which we could place ourfclves ; and wc had only to ftoop 
down to replcnlfli our bowl with water, pcrfeftly frcfli and 
fweet, though we were within a few paces of the fait fea. Wc 
regretted much that wc had no iron implement wherewith to en- 
grave fome motto, or at Icaft our names on thofe rocks. After 
we had finllhed our repaft, wc amufed ourfclves with going up to 
the higheft parts of the rocky eminence, which were very rugged, 
VoL. II. Q and 
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and thence prccipitatirg down large maflls of ftone. Thefc in 
their hdl made a terriV !c crafli, as they flruck againft every tiling 
that oppofed their way to the ocean, I'he rocks on tliofe coalis 
arc for the moll part compofed of granite. The North Cape it- 
felf is a mafs of granite, interfperfed with fomc veins of quartz, 
lying in the diredion of fouth and north. In the femicircle 
of rocks which form the Cape, is a point or prominence to- 
wards the weft, where we found fnow on a fpot not more than 
two fathoms above the level of the fca ; a circumllance w hich ap- 
pears, in fome meafurc, to confound the French theory reljieding 
fnow at a certain height in the atmolphere, and indeed the whole 
lyftcm of Mairan, BufFon, and Baillic, refpeding central heat. 

The only fpecies of birds that we could difeover on thofc rocks 
was one of the genus motacMla, But at a fmall diftance from the 
Cape, out at fea, the uria grille^ fomc fpecies of hirns^ and the 
aJca (irtilca were very common; and I fuccccded in bringing 
down feveral of thofc birds. 

A gentle breeze fetting in from tow\irds the north invited us to 
leave the Cape, and enabled us to make ufc of our lail : but w e 
had fcarccly proceeded five or fix Englifli miles, when we were 
overtaken by a calm, which obliged our people to have recourfe 
to their oars. We did not return to Altcn by the fame courfe, 
but vifitcd whatever we underftood to be in any way worthy of 
our notice on the illands that fringe the coaft. We came firft to 
the ifle of Maafo, which is inhabited by a clergyman, a merchant, 
and thirty families befides. The merchant received us with the 
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higlieft marks of diftindion : he offered us diftcrciit kinds of liquor; 
he made us a prefent of fome fponges, which arc found in thofe 
parts, togctlicr with fome fca-fliclls ; among the latter was a cancer 
Rernhardus erenuta, in a hncchinm glaciale : he gave us alio a fpcci- 
men of an aim alee, which his fon had ftuffed; he lliewcd.us the 
environs of h*is habitation ; thefe confiftcd fimply of rocks and fome 
caverns, where they hunted the otter : and at our departure, he 
hoifted the Danifli flag, and falutcd us with three difeharges of 
l)is cannon. All thclc cxceflivc marks* of rcfpc6l and veneration 
were not, perhaps, the effed of merc*hofpitality, but more pro- 
bably ol* the dclufive fancy that we were tw'o princes travelling in 
difcuilc. This delufion was founded in a circumftancc that liad 

Cj 

prev ioully liappencd. A fon of the late duke of Orleans, after tra- 
velling through Norway, came from thence to this coaft in a flilp. 
From the iflc he proceeded to Alten, from Altcn he traverfed on 
liorfcback nearly the fame ground that we had done, in company 
with a young man of the name of Montjoyc: Both travelled 
under borrowed names : the firft under that of Miillcr, the fecond 
under tliat of Froberg, w hich is of the fame import in the Ger- 
man as his own name in French, The year after thefe gen- 
tlemen had been here, the merchants on the coaft were informed 
by their correfpondents that one of them was the Prince of Or- 
leans : and from that time they believed in Norw'ay, as well as on 
the coaft of Lapland, that every ftrangcr, accompanied by another, 
and one or two fervants, was fome prince on his travels, either for 
inftru6lIon or amufement. In order to form a juft eftimate of 
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the hofpitable treatment we received at Maafo, It would be ne- 
eeflary to know whether the two perfons juft mentioned obtained 
the fame marks of refped that wc did. I travelled afterwards 
with my countryman Mr. Bcllotti, through Norway, where wc 
were treated, in like manner, with the moft diftinguiflied marks 
of honour. I certainly acknowledge with gratitude the hofpi- 
tality fticwn us in that country ; but I cannot, without due re- 
gard for truth, omit to notice, that it was every where believed 
that we w ere Italian princes, who had come to pafs fome time in 
the North, during the troubles of Italy ; and all the almanacks 
w'ere moft carefully perufed in order to find out what princes we 
might be. My friend being of a more delicate frame and com- 
plexion than I, paffed for the unknown prince ; and myfelf, who 
was of a more robuft conftitution and appearance, was taken for 
his fecrctary or travelling tutor. Some took him for a fon of the 
duke of Parma, others for a fon of the duke of Modena ; and 
fcvcral who wxrc more fcrupulous in their inveftigation than the 
reft, referred to genealogical accounts, that by comparing his age 
with that of other young princes whom they found mentioned, 
they might be enabled to trace and afeertain his true rank and de* 
feent. I have no doubt but we fliould have met with the fame 
polite hofpitality, independently of all deception : but 1 cannot 
forbear thinking that this notion was not without its influence 
among certain claffes of people in the principal towns of Norway, 
where wc remained fome days. 

From Maafo wc proceeded to Hammerfeft, a place where there 
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arc two or three merchants and a clergyman, with a few other 
families. All thofe little fettlements on this coaft bear a very near 
refemblancc to each other : around them is the fame fterility, the 
fame nakednefs, the fame rocks. 

Near Hammcrfeft flows a fmall river which pafles through a 
plcafing gldn, fliaded by fome birch-trees : in this river tliere arc 
fomc excellent falmon caught. Direftly oppofitc to Hammcrfeft 
is a pcninfula called Hwalmyfling, abounding very much with 
hares, for the llcins of which the proprietor drawls from tw-o to 
three hundred rix dollars a year. One of the merchants at Ham- 
merfeft gave us a confufed account of an Englifli frigate, about 
feven or eight years before, having come to thofe coafts, in the 
time of his predcceflbrs, with tw^o aftronomers, one of whom built 
an obfervatory for himfcif on a neighbouring mountain, and the 
other went to fix his rcfidcnce for fome time at the North Cape. 
He neither recollcfted the particular year, nor the names of the 
aftronomers ; but only that the appearance of the (hip made fuch 
an imprcffion on the people on thofe coafts, that they all came to 
fee her, and went away with terrible apprehenfions that Ihe had 
come to carry war and deftrudion into their country. The cler- 
gyman of Hammerfeft was fo fquare and ftoiit a man, and of fo 
gigantic a ftaturc, that if the extent of his underftanding had borne 
any proportion to that of his corporeal frame, he would have been 
the ableft divine of our age. He fpoke both Latin Sind German, and 
was very inquifitivc about news and politics. He was mightily re- 
joiced at feeing us, being convinced that we fliould be able to give 
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him fomc news more recent than any that he had heard. One 
may form an idea of the little communication there is between 
thofe parts and the reft of Europe from the following circum- 
ftance : it was the Kjth of July, 1/99, and the minifter of Hcm- 
merfeft had received no intelligence concerning the great affairs 
of nations fince the vidory obtained by the Englilli flett at Abou- 
kir, in Auguft 1 798. 

We did not receive the fame honours as at Maafo, bccaufc, 
perhaps, the merchants at Hammcrfeft had neither cannon nor 
ammunition. Such is the wcaknefs and foolifli vanity of human 
nature, that on o\ir departure from this jdace, we were fcnfiblc of 
fome dilappointnicnt in not hearing . any report of cannon. We 
fhould not have been difplcafcd if the fame mark of refpc6l, or 
rather folly, had been fliewii us. 

At Alten we found ready to meet us a man whom 1 had employed 
to collcft plants and inieds, and another who had come to enter- 
tain us with his fiddle, and to give us a fpecimen of the mufic of 
this part of Europe. See Jppeudix, At this village we remained 
fcveral days for the purpofc of making the ncceflary preparations 
for our return to the gulf of Bothnia. During this interval of 
repofe, wc made a fhort cxcurfion to Telwig, in order to fee the 
Laplanders who came thither from all quarters to fell their fifli. 
It is a fmall port or creek of the fea, three miles from Alten, 
where there is a ‘Village inhabited by fome mcrcliants and a cler- 
gyman : it poflcfTcs a church. 

I (hall not fatigue my reader with a detail of all the minute cir^ 
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cumftanccs of our return acrofs the clcfcrt, I fliall conduil him 
by rapid marches to Tornea, giving only the outline of our jour- 
ney. In two boats we reafeended the river Altcn againll all its 
catarads, and by dint of perfeverance, puflicd farther up than any 
one had ever done before. The paffage along this livCr is as pictu- 
rcfquc as the imagination and heart of a painter can dcfire. Its banks 
arc fometimes beautifully decked with birch ; at others they prefent 
a rugged and horrid afped ; perpendicular rocks, with here and 
there deep chafms and precipices, fearlpl and inacccffible. In our 
progrefs up the river, we met with a cafeade, rufliing perpendi- 
cularly from a rock, which had a ftriking refemblance to the ruins 
of the vaulted roof of a mjyeftic cathedral : at the foot of tlicfe 
tocks is a fmall lake, and all around natural fteps, as if cut in the 
ftonc, which gives to the whole the appearance of an ancient 
temple. Here we faw a bear who had come to the river near this 
place to flake his thirft, but who had no fooncr fpied us than he 
made off to the woods. A fox too came to drink at the fame j>Iace, 
which w^as In front of our tent where we had paflbd the night. 

Farther onward we were ftruck with two Cafcadcs oppolltc to 
each other, and both falling from the banks of the fame river, 
Altcn, which forms itfclf, at a fmall diftance, an infurmountable 
catarad. The proximation of three fuch waterfalls is a circum- 
fiance pcrfedly Angular in its kind ; at leafl: I have never any 
where feen or heard of any thing fimilar ; and had I merely be- 
held it reprefented in a drawing, it would have appeared to me 
the work of fancy, and altogether incredible. Here we made an 
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«fFort to mount up the cataraft of the river, though it feemed to 
mock our defign, and to be the ne plus ultra of our navigation. 
To facilitate our afeent, I placed the Laplanders in different litu- 
ations with ropes in their hands, faftened to the boat, and one 
tied round my waiflr, in order to aid my cfcapc in cafe the boat 
fliould founder or be overfet. In faft, it was on the point of 
being funk, and had not the Laplander who held the rope fatt- 
ened to the poop drawn Jt ba^k in good time, wx mutt have 
gone to the bottom. The dangers and hazards incurred on thefe 
catarads were not the effcdl cither of a fpirit of adventure or of 
ncceflity, but, paradoxical as it may feem, of lazinefs. We found 
ourfelvcs feated tolerably at our cafe in the boats ; but if the far- 
ther navigation of tlie river Ihould, after our utmott efforts, prove 
impradicablc, then fliould wc again be doomed to traverfe a 
dreary chain of mountains, at the cxpencc of an irkfomc and fa- 
tiguing journey on foot, and at the hazard of lofing ourfelvcs in 
the deferts. The farther we mounted up into the country by the 
river, the fliorter would be our route by land. Should we be able 
to overcome this cataraft, the river was likely to be fmooth and 
even for a confiderablc courfe, when wc might ifiake ufc of our 
oars. Thefe circumftanccs invited us to make the attempt : it 
was made, but proved fruitlcfs. 

We therefore took again to the mountains, making new tra- 
verfes in order to avoid the lakes and rivers. It was not long be- 
fore wc found ourfelvcs in another climate : the thermometer fell 
to four degrees of Celfius. Some clouds paffing over our heads 
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cosrcred us with fnow or fleet. For twelve hours we travelled 
without intermiffion, except when we found it neceflary to take 
feme rcfrcftimcnt, before we regained the river Alten. The fear 
of a change of the weather, or of a ftorm, accelerated our march : 
nor did we indulge ourfelves in cither long or frequent paufes, 
daring a joutney that could not be Icfs than fifty Englifli miles. 
We arrived at laft at the fame place where we left the Laplan- 
ders of Kautokeino with their boats, and w ho waited in order to 
condudl us back to Kautokeino. We had fent a rheflenger to 
apprize them of our return, and to engage them to come there 
to meet us againft that day. A northerly breeze faved our boat- 
men the trouble of rowing againft the current. Some branches 
of the bircli-trcc, at that feafbn in full leaf, fet up in the poop, 
fupplied the want of a fail. 

Having arrived at Kautokeino, we were under the ncccflity of 
making another long journey on foot, as far as Enontekis, which 
place we wilhed to take into our route. The way was not then 
known to be pradicable, never having been attempted before. 
The mountains which feparate Enontekis from Kautokeino, arc 
not half fo high as thofe which divide Alton Gaard from Mali ; 
but we were deftined to encounter as great difficulties here as on 
thofe of Norwegian Lapland. We had to ford rivers; we were 
infulatcd by moraffes ; we were bewildered in deferts. Our good 
Laplanders knew no more the place in which they were than we 
ourfelves : their opinions on this point were divided ; and, but for 
the direftion of our compafs, we fliould have incurred the rlllc of 
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wandering till the approach of winter in thofe woods, or been 
under the neceffity of returning to Kautokeino. At laft we fpied 
the fteeple of the church of Enontekis, after travelling two days and 
a half, and ajourncy of near one hundred Englifli miles. We arrived 
at Enontekis the day after the departure of two Englifli travel- 
lers, who had undertaken the fame journey as our’s ; but one of 
them being taken ill with a fever, they were obliged, after re- 
maining for fome time at this place, to return. This gentleman 
was a mailer of arts, and a fellow of Jefus college, Cambridge ; 
a man of genius and llvely'parts, as wxll as learning ; he had been 
in Italy, and undcrflanding that an Italian was travelling to the 
northw'ard, and would perhaps return that way, he wrote down 
in a kind of regifter, or book of record, kept by the w’orthy 
clergyman, four lines from Arioilo, which were admirably well 
adapted to my fituation, and painted to the life the fatigues of 
my journey, 

Sci giorni me n^ andai mattina c fera. 

Per baize e per pendui orridi e ftrani, 

Dove non via, dove camin non era, 

Dove he fegno, ne veftigia umana.’"' 

Thefe two Englifli gentlemen had flaid with the clergyman 
for a week, and had been treated by the whole family wdth the 

* Six tedious days, from morn to cve, I pafs’d 
0*er many a pendent cliff and horrid waflc ; 

At length a wild and lonely vale I found, 

With hills and dreadful caves encompafs'd round. 

HooLJi’s Tranjl. of Ariojio, 
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utmoft kindncfs during the illncfs that detained them. They de- 
termined to exhibit a Ihow, which they conceived would draw 
the Laplanders from all quarters to this place, and which feemed 
calculated to make on the minds of this fimplc people a great 
imprcffion. ^ This was, to mount an air balloon. I know not 
what effeft this objeft might produce on the natives, but I have 
rcafon to fuppofe that the concourfe was not great. At their de- 
parture they wrote down in the rcgi^cr their names, with the 
following apoftrophe: — Stranger, wdioevcr thou art, that vifitelt 
thefe remote regions of the North, return to thy native country, 
and acknowledge that philanthropy is taught amidft civilized 
nations, but pradifed where theories of fciencc never come.” 
On the oppofitc page of the book I again found the name of 
Mr. VefvrottI, who had come here to let the Laplanders know, 
as he had before informed the Finlanders, in a kind of Franco- 
Latin, that he had heretofore been prcfident of the parliament of 
Dijon. 

Libertatem qurerens feditionifquc theatrum fugiens, hie fuit, 
die l.O^Martii, anno 1792.” 

Carolus Richard de Vefvrotti, Dijionenfis (of Dijon) praefes 
in fuprem'A rationum curie Burgundian.” 

The minifter of Enontekis was a man of learning, and em- 
ployed what leifurc he has from his paftoral duties, in ftatiftical 
and phyfiological inveftigations. He has made large colledions in 
natural hiftory of all kinds : he has alfo written a little book, 
tfnontaining anfwers to a number of queries, made by a Swedifli 
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gentleman travelling in thofc parts, for the improvement of na- 
tural hiftory. This refpcftablc clergyman had gone out of the 
houfc a few minutes before our arrival. Finding his wife to be a 
very intelligent, as well as a civilized and well-bred woman, we 
put fcveral qiicftions to her refpeding the population and natural 
productions of that part of the country, on which Ihe produced 
her hufband’s manufeript, elucidating the very fubjcCls concern- 
ing which we defircd to obtain fomc information. This manu- 
feript w'as divided into five chapters ; the ift. on the population 
of the paridi of Enontekis ; 2d. on ccclefiaftical affairs; .3d. on 
the colonics cftabliflied there ; -1th. on the nomadical or paftoral 
Laplanders ; and the iJth. on natural productions. I made ibme 
extracts from the manufeript, which I fliall communicate to the 
reader. 

T'he population of the village of Enontekis, and of the whole; 
parlfli, confilts of nine hundred and thirty fouls ; of which two 
hundred and fifty-eight arc colonitls, or fixed Laplanders ; and 
iix hundred and feventy-two arc nomadcs, or wandering families, 
who live in the mountains taking care of the rein-deer. 

Concerning the yearly income of his living, and the rents re- 
ceived from this parifli, the miniftcr is filent: but he fpeaks much 
of the far-fpread renown of the church of Enontekis ; extended 
even to the moft remote regions of the North. The Norwegians, 
he fays, when they arc going to undertake any long and dangerous 
journey, are in the habit of fending to the church of Enontekis, 
a candle to be burned there, or fomc other fmall prefent, by way 

ol 
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of vow. He informs us that the wandering Laplanders ftill pre- 
ferve among them fomc remains of paganlfm. It happens here 
and there in the deferts, that a ftone is fecn bearing fomc refom- 
bianco of the human form. The Laplanders, when they chance 
in the courfe of their mov^ements from place to place with their 
herds, to pafs by any of thefe ftoncs, offer up facrifices to the idol. 
There is alw^ays found near them a number of rein-deer’s horns. 
He mentions, that the Laplanders have amongft them a confidcr- 
able quantity of money, which they, are in the cuftom of bury- 
ing in the earth ; fo that hundreds of rix dollars arc frequently 
loft, as the proprietors are often overtaken by fc\'crc illnefs and. 
death, before they have revealed to any one the place where their 
treafures arc concealed. 

Of the drefs of the Laplanders, he obferves, that there is 
fcarccly any other difference between that of the mountaineers 
and that of thofe who have permanent habitations, except that 
thefe laft arc, in the fummer foafon, In the habit of wearing 
woollen fluffs in place of the fkins of rein-deer; and that they 
have fliirts, which the w andering Laplanders have not. The only 
book known among the Laplanders, according to this authority, 
is the prayer-book. 

He fpcaks of a kind of glue made of the rein-deer’s horns, 
which, he fays, is of a moft excellent quality. He further ftates, 
that the moft common difcafe among the rein-deer, is that of the 
mH%a\ for which there is no remedy, and of which the animal 
dies in the fpace of one year. He adds alfb, that difeafes of the 
eyes, liver, heart, and feet, arc very common to thofe creatures. 
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He mentions the enormous quantity of wolves, which in the 
courfe of the preceding year (1798) had committed extraordinary 
ravages among the rein-deer, and which he aferibes to the war 
in Finland. 

On the fubjeft of natural produdions, he fays, that potatoes 
thrive very well ; but that other culinary roots and plants arc not 
raifed without much difficulty. Barley and oats arc produced 
here. In the cultivation of the earth they make ufc of a plough 
of a conftruftion peculiar to the country, but which is very wxll 
adapted to ploughing a foil where there is a great number of large 
Hones to be avoided in that operation. The rnhus artikus docs 
not thrive fo well as the rudm chamamorns. 

The birds he notices arc the following ; — 

Strix Scandiaca Tringa lobata 

Strix Nj'ftca Platalea Lcucorodia 

Turdus rolcus Anas nigra 

Motacilla Succica Anas Erythropus. 

Tringa LappOnica 

Of infefts he neither gives any defeription or enumeration, nor 
any lift of their names. He made a colledlion however of them, 
which he fent to his correfpondents in Sweden, and to the aca- 
demy of fcicnccs, from which he has a penfion of fixty rlx dollars 
a year, to enable him to purfuc his ftatittical rcfearches, and to 
make obfervations, and attend to objeds of natural hiftory. 

0 


Our 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 


127 


Oar journey from Enontekis to Torncu lay always along the 
banks of rivers : we paffed on to Muonionifea, where we faw our 
friend the prleft, and our excellent pilot Simon. We vifitcd our 
acquaintances at the different places we came to, for inftance, at 
Kengis and Upper Tornca, where we paid our refpefts to the mi- 
nifter of the parifh, and his amiable daughters, At Toriiea we did 
not fail to wait on our friends, the reftor and the merchants, 
who confidcred us prodigious travellers : and at laft we made a 
triumphant entry into Uleaborg, where we difplayed to our feru- 
pulous friends, the (hells, fponges, birds, and other natural curiofi- 
tics w'e had colle<fled, in proof of our having really been at the 
North Cape, the fartheft extremity of Europe. 


CONCLUSION. 

THUS ends a courfc,” fays Rcignard, in conclufion of his 
Journey to Lapland, which I would not but have made for all 
the gold in the world, and which I would not for all the gold in 
the world make over again.’* The French traveller could not, 
in my mind, have drawn a Juftcr pidurc of his charadcr, and the 
Ipirit in which he undertook his diftant travels, than is exhibited 
in this enigmatical mode of cxpreffion. 

Curiofity is either the effed of fclf-intcreft, Infpiring a dcfirc of 
learning what may be ufeful ; or of pride, which makes us ani- 
bitious of knowing (bmething unknowm to others.” Docs not 

the 
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the fccond part of this definition, by Rochcfaucault, throw light 
upon, and remove as it were the veil from this fcntcncc of llcig- 
nard, which is fo much at hoftility with itfclf ? He would not, for 
all the gold in the world have forgone the vain fatisfadlion of 
having been the only Frenchman who had ever been in Lapland, 
but at the fame time, by exaggerating the toils of his journey, he 
feems to be dcfirous of deterring every other perfon who might 
wifh to perform it after him. The love of fame is juftly denomi- 
nated the laft infirmity of noble minds ; but when it degenerates 
into the frivolous vanity of difeouraging others from an enterprife 
which we ourfclvcs have accompliflied, though conceived before 
to have been very difficult, it becomes very blamcable. This fail- 
ing is too common among men of every dais, and particularly 
among men of letters, it Is a fentiment wholly unworthy of a 
philofophcr, and even degrading to his charafter. It implies a 
defirc of retarding the progrefs of knowledge, under the oftenta- 
tious pretext of a zeal for diffufing it ; and fuch difeouragement 
is perhaps the moft fatal, when it comes from a quarter refpeded 
and looked up to by the public. 

Travels in Lapland, inftcad of leaving nothing in the mind of 
the traveller but an unprodudlivc vanity, furnifh every one who is 
dcfirous of extending the fphere of his knowledge, and who is 
captivated by the ftudy of nature, with a thoufand fubjeds worthy 
of his renaark and inveftigation, and, probably, have even a ten- 
dency greatly to advance fciencc, and to improve the happinefs of 
human life. How vaft a field is opened for refcarch to the natu- 

ralift,. 
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ralift, in thofe e^tenfiye and unexplored dcferts ! The grand diver- 
sity and contrariety of clinK(tes;y the Aidden traniltions of the lea- 
fonsj thole lurainous.: meteors which* in winter* fupply the place 
of the fun ; 'and that fun whieb* in fummer* never quits, the hori- 
zon — ^Arc not thcfe phenomena fitted to excite admiration ? 

In thofe regions every thing wears an afpcdl of novelty. The 
rivers and lakes are Rored with their particular kinds of fillies : 
the mountains abound in mines of eiiery Species. The rein-deer, 
the glutton, and the lemmbg, ar^ animals unknown in other 
parts of Europe. The prnithplogifi; meets there with birds pecu- 
liar to thole climates ; and the entomologifi; ' at every fiep finds, 
for the enrichment of his colledlon, rare and precious inle(fbi. 
Even the penetrating eye of Linnaeus left Something in this walk 
for future difeovery. A number of infers, even of the order 
left dopier a (butterflies), was afterwards discovered by Mr. Quen- 
zcl and others, and form very valuable articles in colledions of 
this kind: and although thetPliny of Sweden has been, minutely 
attentive to the objects of botany, and fearched in the moll: diilant 
comers for every indigenous plant which Seetued 

----^Bbrntb'bRiShunfeen,' 

< And waftiitt fWeetnefiin the deSert air^ 

Still his pp^j^^fiqd fuffipient empb^ b of c*yp* 

togamia, which 

fpurces Pf 

If the traveller poSTeSs that enchanting art, by which, on his 
VoL. II,. S return 
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return home, he inay in his port-folio again tahe a view of thoic 
rivers, cafcades, and mountains, that prompt fo lively a recolledion 
of his fucceflivc plcalures and pains, he will not want in Lapland 
abundant fubjeds for his imitative pencil. And although winter 
be unpropitious to his art, he will find what in fumnaer will pre- 
lent a thouland objeds to invite his attention, and an ample re- 
compence for his patience. His imagination will be exalted to an 
extacy of a melancholy kind : a penfive fiidnefs, not without its 
charms and ulefulhels.* That profound Iblitude and filence which 
every where reigns, will every inllant fugged the queftion, to 
what good end do thole places lerve 1 To what purpole all that 
beautiful Icenety of lakes, rivers, rivulets, and cafcades, if thole 
dcfcrts are never, as would leem to be the cale, tojbe peopled by 
human beings > This queftion will never be folved by man, 
while he retaitu the perfualion that he is the Lord of the crea- 
tion, and fi> long as he indulges the idle and prefumptuoas preju- 
dice, that every thing exUb only for. him. Thofe birds which 
make the woods relbund with their long, which fwarm in 
marlhes, on riveiv and in the air, and which in lummer retreat 
by a loiig continued flight to Lapland from all parts of Europe, 
in order to provide themi^ves with ncft»r-have iwt thofe crea- 
tures a natural right of multiplying their Ipecies, as well as man } 
Pcrfecuted every where elle by humaii Inares and induftry, re- 
fined by fictitious wants and defires, ou|^t they not to have an 
a^lum where they may depofit the fruits of their loves ? 

* A melaacboly turn of wind bell fitted for love and ftiendfliip.— H ume. 

To 
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To the enlightened philoibpher Lapland prcfents throughout, 
fubjcAs of refledion and contemplation ♦ — no arts flourifti here 
~you no where meet with temples, houles, wrecks of columns, 
or of other monuments^ The antiquary walks forth amidft the 
ruins of edifices, that he may Icam the hiftory, and admire the 
aAions of fbrmer times. In Lapland, the philofopher has an 
opportunity o£iludying among wandering tribes the firft elements 
of focial life ; of fbciety in its moft ancient and primitive form— 
he comes not here for the purpofe oi admiring human produc- 
tions, but for that of contemplating nature, the order and har- 
mony which prevail in the creation, the fixed and. unchangeable 
order of things, and the wifdom of t^rovldcnce that is every where 
confpicuous ; he comes for the purpofe of enlarging in thoft de- 
ferts the bounds of his knowledge, of ammatij|^his piety, and pre* 
paring the way for improving his future happinefs. What a. 
journey is that to Lapland,, to a traveller from the South !. What. 

. A • 

^ It is aa important queilion in natural philofophy,. how far the opinion of 
Mairan, Bufibn, Balllie, and others,, concerning what they term central heau is- 
founded on fa6ts. It is aiked, was there ever a priod fince the formation of the 
earth, when the re^ns of the North were warmer than they are atprefent ? Can 
we fuppofe that there has been a change of climates, and that in the courfe of 
ages an eflemial difleren^e has taken place in the temperature of the atmofphere ? 
Thefe queries would natarally prefent themfeJves to a perfon travelling in Lap- 
land ; but I am-forry to acknowledge, that I haye met with nothing that might 
tend to anfwer tbepi. So far 1 can fay, that during the fhort fpace of time I was 
in Lapland, I did not difcover any thing that could be confidered as confirming 
fo fubltme a theory. L faw na hot fpiings, norfimilar veiliges of a warmer tem- 
perature ; nor did r perceivevany traces; of a greater population, nor any indica- 
tions of very remote inhabitants, by remains of art, and fragments of antiquity. 

S 2 other 
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other courTe of travels itiore adapted to produce reflexions and 
Icflbns, that may redound to his well-being ! How great his ad- 
vantage over travellers from the North, who^ quitting the rigours 
of their native foil, come among us and contraX, by the force of 
habit, a tafle and paflion for pleaflires which their native country 
rel'ufes ! They carry home the defirc of enjoying fuch a climate 
and fky as that which they have left ; they feel |)rivations every 
day ; they regret the want of thofe amufements, which are pecu- 
liar to a more refined fiate. of civilifation, and. to a more genial 
climate : they long for tfic gratification which is derived from 
the culture of fcicnce, and the perfeXion of the fine arts. But 
happinefs is not eflentially promoted by the mere recollcXion of 
tho/c loft enjoyments. The travcUet from the South, on the con- 
trary, returning fittjft the country which yields hd fuch pleafures 
and advantages, halls with enthufiafm the bounteous fun, whofe 
favourable influence and benign rays every where diffufc gladncfs, 
fertility, and plenty ; and if. on his return, he is fo fortunate as to 
find peace and fccurity univerfally diifufcd over his native country, 
and the cmpirc^pf laws diftributing jufticc and e^al proteXion to 
the people : let him repole from all his labours and toils ; iet him 
oultivate in the bolbm of his family the civic virtues, anxioully 
chcrilh that fciencc and civility which have fo clofe a connexion 
with virtue and humanity, and teach and aflure his countrymen, 
that they are the happieft people in the world. 
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LAPLAND, 


SECTION I. 

Of fome Writers who hcwe given Accounts of Lapland^ efpecially the 
MiJJtonary Canute Lecms — The Authors Views in this part of the 
Work explahted, 

TF a traveller were to confine his attention and his narrative to 
tlic particulars that aftually meet his own eye, his difeoveries 
w ould be bounded by a narrow horizon, and even In that compafs 
his information would often be very imperfeft. The origin, rea- 
fons, and various connexions of things arc frequently to be learned 
from others. It is therefore his bufincfs, not only to converfe as 
much as poflSble wdth the natives, and all thofe who can afford in- 
telligence, but alfo to confult written records. To fwell a jour- 
nal with extraXs from books within every one’s reach, and which 
all may underftand, is a common but not a very equitable prac- 
VoL. II. T tice. 
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tice. The cafe Is otherwifc where the book, containing curious 
and ufcful Information, is not known to the nations to whom the 
traveller addreffes his work, and which, were they acquainted 
with its exiftcnce, would be Intelligible only to a very fmall 
number. 

In order to add authority to my experience, and enlarge my 
knowledge of the manners and ciiftoms of the Laplanders, 1 caft 
about to procure what afliftance 1 could from various accounts, 
cither printed or In manuf«ript, and in my refcarches I fortunately 
found at Drontheim, the capital of the province of Norway, which 
borders on Norwegian Lapland, a w'ork but little knowni in other 
parts of Europe. This book profefledly treats of the Laplanders 
inhabiting Finmark, who are fubjed to the Danifli crown. The 
manufcript was drawn up in the Danifli language by Canute 
Leems, who was ten years a miflTionary to the Laplanders, con- 
ftantly refiding amongft them, and a teacher of the Lapland 
tongue in the vicinity of Drontheim. It Is dedicated to the pre- 
lent king of Denmark, Chriftian the Seventh, by whofe command 
it was firft written, and afterwards tranflated into Latin. This 
tranflation was printed at Copenhagen In J/Oy: it is illuftrated 
by notes, chiefly, though not fbicly, relating to botany and natural 
hiftory, by Gunner, Bilhop of Drontheim, accompanied with a 
dilTcrtation on the pagan fuperftition of the Laplanders, and up- 
wards of ninety copper- plates. From the miflionary’s narrative, 
and allb the bifliop's annotations, I have introduced among my 
obfervations what appeared to be moft curious and important. 

There 
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There cxifts iin account of Svvedilh Lapland, which in no ro- 
fpccl differs from that of Leems ; but the reader is particularly 
cautioned by the miflionary againft another publication by an 
anonymous author, in the German language, entitled, Nonr^chg 
ReyJ}, &c. which came out about the middle of the laft century. 
This German writer makes the Laplanders a nation of magicians, 
and has filled his book with monftrous abfurditics, and told the 
moft egregious falfchoods concerning them. He aflerts, that the 
I.aplander calls his rein-deer to him hf blowing a horn ; and that 
when he is about to fet off on a journey he w hirj)crs the animal 
in the car, as if he was informing him of the way he was to go. 
Now the miffionary abfolutcly denies that either horn or trumpet 
is known amongft the Laplanders, who make no ufe of any mu- 
fical inftrument whatever. As to the whifpering in the animal’s 
ears, the folly of fuch a ftatement is a fufficient impeachment of 
its veracity. The fame perfon fays, he bought a favourable wind 
with money and tobacco of certain inhabitants of Norland, wdio 
gave him a piece of linen rag tied in three knots, which he was 
to faften to the main fail ; and he adds, that upon loofcning the 
firft and fccond knots he had a favourable wdnd, but that the third 
caufed a violent tempeft. Our miffionary totally denies the pro- 
bability of the affirmation, though it may be admitted that the 
Lapland magicians formerly pretended to fuch power over the 
winds ; for the fame affertion has alfo been made by other writers. 
Our readers, who arc admirers of Hudibras, will recollcft, that 
Butler has an allufion to this fuperftition^ w hich undoubtedly he 

T 2 had 
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had met with in thofc authors, in the courfe of his extenfive read- 
ing. 

The miffionary’s book is publifhed, very properly, in the Danilli 
language, as well as in the Latin tranflation. For the barbarous 
Latin that the tranflator, though a great maftcr of the Latin 
tongue, is obliged to ufe from the novelty of the matter (which 
even Cicero or Caefar could not have cxprelTcd in pure latinity), 
would in many inftances be unintelligible to good latinifts, if it 
were not elucidated by the' addition of the Danifli. 

The Laplanders, of whom an account is given by the miflionary 
Leems, are the inhabitants of Finmark, making part of the pre- 
fedure of Drontheim, and belonging to the crown of Denmark. 
And thefe are fald to differ in no refped in their manners, cuf- 
toms, and language, from the Laplanders belonging to Ruflia and 
Sweden, and manifeftly to be one and the fame people, though 
under different governments. In following our author through his 
work, I fliall, in fome inftances, go over the fame ground on 
which I have already llightly touched. But, where I do fo, the 
circumftantiality of the miffionary will afford a fufficient degree 
of novelty and intereft, to prevent the unpicafant fatigue of repe- 
tition. 

Some writers have defcribed the Laplanders, not only as dirty, 
indolent, and immoderately addided to fpirituous liquors, but as 
a libidinous and cowardly race of people, covetous of money, and 
knavifli in the acquifition of it. The miffionary Leems ftiews a 
very laudable partiality for thofc people, who have been the objed 

of 
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of his pious labours, and among whom, according to his own 
account, he has pafled many days of hardfliip, for the purpofe of 
pointing out to them the road to falvation. He does not deny all 
that has been aflerted In their disfavour, or rather, his mode o( 
vindication fliew^s, that however they may be improved in their 
manners, tliey were not always irreproachable. As to their inor- 
dinate paffion for intoxication, whether by means of fpirltuous 
liquors or tobacco, he acknowledges and explains it, though even 
here his propcnfity to fliadc and extenuate their failings is ob- 
vious. • 

From what I have faid concerning the affiftance of which 1 
fliall avail myfelf in the following account of Lapland, the reader 
is not to imagine, that he has to expeft nothing farther in the 
fubfequent pages than a mere tranllation of the book alluded to. 
On the contrary, I have only felcdcd from it fuch information 
as I found intcrefting and applicable to the prefent ftatc of that 
country. This is interfperfed with my own remarks ; and*I have 
fliewn jn which points I differ from the ftatements of the author. 
Some of his aflertions, which were not confirmed by my ow n ob- 
fervation, I have not introduced : and, laftly, I have Inferted large 
communications * on the natural hillory of Lapland, accompanied 
by fomc plates ; which, I truft, will be received as an acceptable 
prefent, by thofe who cultivate that important fcicncc. It would, 

* Chiefly what is fald on the birds, and other animals of l.apland, and the 
entire Icftions on inlb^ls, botany, and mineralogy ; aifo the laft ici^ion, vvhic;li 
contains tome general obfervations relative to iiieteoiology and natural hiftoiy. 
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however, be an aft of injuftice, if I claimed the merit of the laft 
mentioned additions as entirely my own ; and I therefore acknow- 
ledge with grateful pleafure the obligations I owe to fevcral litc- 
rary gentlemen for their liberal afliftance. Dr. Qiicn/xl, of Stock- 
holm, furnilhed me with the lift in the branch of zoology ; by the 
kindiiefs of Mr. Paycul, of Stockholm, and Profeflbr Thunberg, 
of Upfala, in granting me free accefs to their valuable collcftions, 
I was enabled to form a catalogue, and to take drawings of many 
curious objefts. Here 1 cannot omit mentioning the name of my 
friend Lieutenant Guftavus Brandel, who, being a proficient in 
the art of drawing, rendered himfelf very ufeful to me by his aid 
and good advice. For the lift of the indigenous plants of Lap- 
land, I am indebted to the goodnefs of Profeflbr Swartz, a name 
too well known to need any commendation from my pen ; and 
for that of the minerals my thanks are due to Mr. Hyclm, in- 
fpeftor of the mufeum of minerals, and matter of the mint, at 
StockRolm, a gentleman not Icfs diftinguilhed by his accurate 
knowledge, than by the fimplicity and politenefs of his manners, 
and his rcadinefs to aflTift the inquifitive In the purfuit of fcicnce. 


SECTION 
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SECTION IL 

Of the Origm of the Laplanders, 

“TJ^ROM whence the Laplanders derive their origin they them* 
fclves are wholly ignorant. Thfc moft general opinion is, 
that they are defeended from the ancient Finni, or Finns, and 
this fuppofition appears to our miflionary, as it muft to all men of 
fenfc, more probable than the notion of thofe who deduce their 
defeent from the ancient Hebrew^s. The coincidences, on the 
ftrength of which the advocates for the Hebrew origin fupport 
their opinion, the miflionary thinks it worth while to detail atfomc 
length. I fliall extraft the principal of them, not from any idea 
that they are worthy of ferious attention, but merely for the pur- 
pofe of adding a few to the many examples which arc already be- 
fore the world of the fancies and conceits of etymologifts. — In 
“ the firft place, the Laplanders generally have black hair, fo have 
the Jew s ; the Jews are of fmall ftature, fo arc the Laplanders : 
Saturday was confecrated to devotion among the Jews; fo it 
“ was alfo, before the introduftlon of Chriftianity, among the Lap- 
landers : the manner and modulation of the voice in fmging the 
pfalms in Lapland is very like that of the Jew^s in their fyna- 
“ gogues : the Jews, when they offered up facrificcs to God, w ere 
8 “ wont 
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wont to cat the greater part of the offerings thcmfclvcs ; fo 
alfo did the Laplanders in facrificing to their idols — they con- 
fumed the flefh themfelves, leaving nothing to their divinities 
but tlie bare bones : it was the men who were the cooks among 
the Jews j fo alfo it is the men, not the women, who are the 
cooks among the Laplanders. Some of the Jewifli laws re- 
“ fpefting the phyfical condition of women were anciently ob- 
ferved alfo by the Laplanders.” 

The miffionary obferves, that there are many coincidences in 
the manners and modes of life of the Laplanders and the ancient 
Scythians. The garments of the Laplanders, like thofe of the 
Scythians, confill in the fkins of wild beafts. The Scythians, like 
the Laplanders, neglcding agriculture, had no fixed habitations, 
but wandered about with their wives and children from place to 
place, and derived their fubfiftcncc from their herds of cattle. 
Our author alfo remarks very ftriking affinities between the lan- 
guages of ancient Scythia and Lapland : for example, thunder, 
which the Scythians called ierami, the Laplanders exprefs by 
liermes. 

The miflionary has nothing to objeft to the general opinion 
that the Laplanders were originally of the fame race with the 
Swedifi^ Finns or Finlanders ; an opinion founded on a ftriking 
fimilitude of names and other circumftanccs. But, after granting 
that the Laplanders and Finns may probably have been once the 
fame people, and that the marks of diferimination now cxifting 
between them may have been gradually brought on by the courfe 

of 
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of ages, he thinks himfcif juftified in comprehending under the 
name of Laplanders all the people dwelling upon the coafts of 
Finland and Norland, who lead a paftoral life, lilce the other in- 
habitants of Norway, as w ell as thofe families which wander about 
from mountain to mountain with their rein-deer. 

With refp’ed to the point in queftion, namely, the defeent of 
the Laplanders from the Scythians, afterwards called Tartars, the 
Bidiop of Drontheim, in his Annotations, obferves, that the Finns, 
the neareft anceftors of the Laplanders, are mentioned by Ptolomy, 
the geographer, and by the Roman hiftorian Tacitus, whofc dc- 
feription of the Finns, the Bifhop might have added, is applicable 
in the moft ftriking and im{)ortant inftances, to the mountain 
Laplanders, and the fhepherds of Norland and Finmark of the 
prefcnt day. 

The Bifliop, while he confiders the Laplanders and Finlanders 
as originally the Finns or the Finni of Ptolomy and Tacitus, fup- 
pofes the Finns themfelvcs to be defeended from the Scythians or 
Tartars, and from that tribe or nation of Tartars known by the 
name of Samoelds. The Norwegian, Swedilh, and Ruffian Lap- 
landers, he holds to be the fanft people. 

The Finlanders, or Finnifh Laplanders, arc offended, Bifhop 
Gunner tells us, at being called Laplanders. This he accounts 
for with Scheffer, by fuppofmg lap to be a term of reproach.* 

♦ The Laplanders feem to have been known to Herodotus and other ancient 
writers, who have given them the names of Cynocephali, Troglodytes and Pyg- 
mies. It is fuppofed that their prefent name was given to them by the Swedes, 
who made the firfl and principal conqueil of their country. It is faid to be de- 
VoL. II. U rived 
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The Bifliop fuppofes that the Laplanders were moft probably the 
carlicft inhabitants of Sweden and Norway, and the firft adven- 
turers from Scythia, being driven from the fouthern parts of Scan- 
dinavia into thofe dreary deferts by fubfequent hordes, who over- 
ran the diftrids of the weft and fbuth, fecking for room and fub- 
fiftcncc. Not only their manners and cuftoms at this day dif- 
coycr pretty manifeft traces of their Scythian origin, but thofe 
difmal regions lying towards the Frozen Ocean, from the RulGan 
province of Kamtfehatka, arc ftill inhabited by a race of men 
fimilar to the Laplanders, and who, like them, may have been 
forced back into the rude retreats of freedom, long before national 
records and credible hiftory. 

rived from one of thefe three Swediifh words: lapp^ which fignifies a wolf ; or 
lappa^ which denotes a bat \ or lailly, lapa^^ which means to run. There can be 
no abfurdity in adopting, on the hypotheiis of the Bifliop of Drontheim and 
Scheffer, either of thefe etymologies. The clothing of the Laplanders juftifics 
the Bril, their ili-favoureducfs the fecond, and their wandering manner of life the 
laft. 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

• Of the Language of the Laplajtden. 

^ I ^HE language of the Laplanders appears to be wholly diftind 
^ and feparate from all others, excepting only the Finnifli, to 
which it has fomc analogy ; not, however, fo great as that which 
the Daniih bears to the German. -It is diftinguiflicd by certain 
peculiarities refembling the idiom of the Hebrew. But the niil- 
fionary does not take it upon him for that rcafon to fay that it is 
derived from the Hebrew. He refers to the preface of a Lap- 
landifli grammar, which he had publiflicd, for an account of cer- 
tain words and expreffions, which fcem to indicate a derivation 
from the Greek and Latin. But he adpiits that it docs not hence 
follow that thofc words arc adually Greek and Latin, transferred 
to Lapland : they may, notwdthftanding that fimilarity, belong to 
the genuine and native language of the Laplanders ; and although 
the Lapponic contains many terms nearly fimilar to the Finnifli 
and Danilli, or, more properly fpeaking, the Norwegian or Norfk, 
yet it differs fo much from thofc languages in the general elocu- 
tion and mode of expreffion, that if, in pronouncing certain words, 
the Laplander, Finlander and Dane were each of them to ufe his 
own vernacular dialed, they would not underftand one another. 

U 2 The 
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The Lapponic tongue has been fo little attended to by foreign- 
ers, the miflionary obferves, that it is hardly underftood even by 
the Norwegians bordering on Lapland ; although it is not Icfi 
worthy of being reduced to fixed grammatical rules, and rendered 
intelligible to other nations, than the other living languages of 
Europe. It is particularly recommended by an elegant brevity, 
lyhich expreffes in one word what in other languages would re- 
quire feveral. For example, my little loafi^ exprefled by the fingle 
Lapponic word lachatzlitam. This term laebaizhiam is analyfed 
in the following manner : it is made up of the noun fubftantive 
lathe, a cake or loaf ; the diminutive atz ; and the pronoun am, 
which fignlfies mine. The Lapponic admits of a commutation of 
confonants, namely of the labials B and P, B and M, F and V ; 
the gutturals G and K ; the dentals S and Z ; the linguals D and 
N, D and T ; the labial letter F, and the guttural K, arc alfo ex- 
changed with one another : the letters gn, joined together in the 
fame fyllable, are pronounced with an afpiration. 

The miilionaxy, in farther illuftration of the genius and charac- 
ter of the Lapponic, goes at very confiderable length through all the 
parts of fpccch of which It is compofed, viz. noun, pronoun, verb, 
prepolition, and the particle. There are but few of my readers, 
I pfefume, who would thank me for following that author 
through the whole of his dilTcrtations on the elements of the Lap- 
landllli tongue ; and I fliall content myfclf with the ftatement of 
a few particulars that probably will not be unacceptable. 

The firft ten numbers in the Laplandifh table of notation arc — 

Auft 


2 
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Auft 

1 

Gut 

6 

Gouft 

2 

Zhieezhia 

7 

Golm 

3 

Kautze - 

8 

Niclja 

4 

Autze 

9 

Vit 

5 * 

Laacrc 

10 

It appears to be 

a Angularity in 

the language of Lapland, that 


the names of fluids, metals, minerals, grain, herbs and fruits, arc 
all of them exprefled only in the plui;al number. It abounds in 
diminutives, which contribute to give ^ that language both grace 
and energy of expreffion. 

When a Laplander addrcITes a Norwegian peafant, he fays, 
pajfevelje ! that is, my companion ! my friend ! If a woman, paf- 
feooahba! that is, holy After ! 

The rein-deer, held in the higheft eftimation, and which are 
fuppofed to be of the greateft value among the Laplanders, are 
fuch as arc caftrated. Thefe excel the others both in fi/x and 
fatnefs, and arc of extreme utility and advantage to their owners. 
Hence fuch phrafcs as this : fpeaking of any one whom they tliink 
worthy of the very higheft degree of praife, they fay, uartzejeiz, 
or, he or Jhe is ahfohitely a cqliraied rein-deer. When a certain 
Laplandifli and ruftic officer of the peace, or magiftratc, in the 
Norik called Icrmandy of the name of John Porfangcr, was in an 
elevated and boafting mood, he was wont to CKcWim, lleerge 
zhiouga, I am a cajlrated rem-deer. 

Of a pregnant woman near her time, they commonly fay, lS!iJJon 
la kietziemleii iuy that is, being interpreted literally, The woman 

is 
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is in the days of infpeSliony which means, that Ihc is in a condition 
that both requires her to be careful of herfclf, and to be attended 
to by others. 

On the fubjeft of proverbs or adages, in which the language is 
by no means rich, I muft not omit to mention one common 
among the Norwegian nifties of Finmark. When they would 
give the fmeereft teftimony of commiferation and grief at any 
misfortune or calamity, be the condition of the fufferer ever fo 
diftinguiftied or exalted, they exclaim, Beijie faikavy that is. Poor 
bcajiy an expreflion which conveys to them the livelicll fenfc of 
companion and forrow. 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

Of the exterior Appearance and hodtly Conjlitution of the Laplanders 
— Their Habits and Mode of L'fe — Their religious and moral 
CharaSler. 

rr^HE children of the Laplanders arc remarkably fat and chubby, 
which appears not only in their faces, but other parts of their 
bodies. This difpofition to increafe in flefli, however, is Icfs per- 
ceptible as they grow up. The Laplander is of a fw^arthy and 
dark complexion, his hair is black and fliort, his mouth wide, 
and his checks hollow, with a chin fomewhat long and pointed : 
his eyes arc weak and watery, which in fomc degree proceeds 
from the conftant fmoke he endures whllft at home, in his tent 
or hut ; and may likewife be attributed to the fnows which, dur- 
ing winter, arc conftantly driving in his face, whilft he is abroad 
and engaged in hunting upon the mountains, which afford him 
no objeft to fix his eyes upon but what is glaring with whitenefs. 
That this weaknefs of his eyes proceeds from thefe caufes, and 
efpecially the latter, is highly probable, from the circumftancc that 
a man often lofcs his fight for feveral days after his return from 
hunting. 

The Laplanders have been rcprcfcntcd by Ibmc authors as l)eing 


overgrown 
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overgrown with fliaggy hair, like wild beafts. Others have given 
them but one eye : but thefe arc fables which thofe authors feem 
to have borrowed from Herodotus* and Pliny, and in no way ap- 
plicable either to the Laplanders, or any race of people upon the 
fat'c of the earth. Others again have aflerted, with a greater ap- 
pearance of truth and jufticc, that they had from nature an oft'en- 
five fmcll. It muft indeed be acknowledged, that there is a cer- 
tain unfavoury ranknefs which attends the Laplander, more than 
is commonly found with the inhabitants of other countries ; but 
this is not fo much to be imputed to his natural temperament as 
to his mode of life, dwelling as he docs in a hut or tent, in the 
midft of a conftant fmokc, and clothed in a drcls which has im- 
bibed quantities of dirt, greafe, and train oiL 


♦ The origin of this ftory of people overgrown with liair, who had but one 
eye, like the Cyclops, is as old or older than the lime when Herodotus wrote his 
hiilory. He fpeaks of certain Cyclops called Anmafpi, inhahiiiiig the northern 
parts, who waged perpetual war with dragons or griiiins, in poireffion of mines of 
gold. The notion of tlicfe Cyclops is fupppfed to have arllen frem the interpre- 
tation of the Scythian word anmafpos, which lignifics one eye. It Jias been 
thought by fomc that the Anmafpi were a Tartar nation, into whofe country the 
Chinefe (wliofe enfign is a dragon or griffin) made frequent inroads for the pur- 
pofe of fecking for gold, which they carried away with them. As to the pecu- 
liarity of the natives of Lapponia in refpefl to liairinefs, it has been fuppofed to 
allude to their wearing fuis in the winter for an outer garment. Herodotus like- 
wife fpeaks of men who, at particular fcafons, were changed into wolves. This 
certainly had no other foundation than in the depraved fancies or irnpoiitions of 
forccrers, who pretend to a power of transforming ihemfelves into wolves, and 
perhaps, to carry on the deception, difguifed ihemfelves in the fkins of thofe ani- 
mals. This belief has remained to later ages, and has left its name behind it, 
being called werewolf y by the Germans wUhrwolf and by the French loupgarou. 

The 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 15; 

The Laplanders arc for the moft part fliort In ftaturc, but they 
poflefs a tolerable ftiare of bodily ftrengtli. They arc certainly a 
very hardy race of people, and are able to undergo great labour, 
and aftually fupport themfelvcs under the extraordinary feverity of 
their climate with a w^onde’*ful degree of patience and fortitude. 
In proof of this our miflionary mentions the inftance of a w oman 
who croffed mountains of ice and fnow in the month of De- 
cember, five days after her delivery of^a child, in order to attend 
the prayers of what is commonly called churching. The moun- 
tain Laplanders, and thofc of the fea-coaft, or the maritime Lap- 
landers, are equally objeds of admiration in this refped, that they 
are able to breathe amidft the fufFocating fmoke of their tents and 
huts, when the only aperture by which the fmoke can pafs is 
clofcd, in order to keep out the weather ; and as it has been ob- 
ferved that the Laplanders arc by nature and from habit able to 
endure great hardlhips, and fuftain cxccffive labour with patience, 
fo it has been long fmcc remarked, that the moft fimplc me- 
dicaments, which clfewhcrc arc little eftcemed, have fufficient 
efficacy to reftorc them to health, unlefs their diforders are of a 
very violent nature. This truth is cftabliflicd by long experience, 
and feems as if Providence, in compenfation for their inability to 
procure extraordinary afliftance, permitted the fame efteds to be 
produced by the moft common means. They fet a high value on 
fpiccs, and no prefent is more acceptable to a Laplander than that 
which either confifts of tobacco, pepper, ginger, and the like, let 
the quantity be ever fo fmall, 

VoL. II. 
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They poflefs a degree of agility which is really wonderful, and 
their bodies are fupple and pliant beyond conception. It is fur- 
prifing what a number of them arc able to ftow thcmfclves within 
a fpacc which we ihould not imagine would hold half or one third 
of that quantity. They will fit in the clofcft conta6l with each 
otlier, their bodies fupported by their heels, or their entire weight 
bearing upon the toes. The American Indians, or favages as they 
arc termed, ufc the fame pofturc, and the ingenious hiftorical 
painter, wdio has reprefented the treaty of the great Penn with the 
Indians at the fcttlemcnt of that flourifliing colony which now' 
bears his name, has not omitted to cmbellifli his puSure with the 
figure of an Indian in this extraordinary attitude. 

The Laplanders defeend the fteep fides of a mountain, when 
covered with fnow and ice, with incredible velocity. They make 
ufe of a particular kind of fnow flioc, differing greatly from that 
which bears the fame name in the northern parts of America : it 
is a piece of wood of fome length, curved before, and turning up- 
wards behind, to the middle of which the foot is faftened ; and 
whereas the fnow fhoc is calculated for fccurity to prevent a man 
frona finking into the fnow', this wooden flioe or fkatc, called in 
the Danifh tongue Jhie^ anfwers the purpofe both of fecurity and 
expedition. Accordingly the Laplander Aides along with fuch 
fwiftnefs, that the air whilftlcs in his ears, and his hair becomes 
cred with the motion ; and yet fo dexterous is he in the manage- 
ment of his body, that be his impulfe ever fo violent, he can take 
up his cap, if he chances to let it fall, or any thing elfe that hap- 
pens 
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pens to lie In Ills way, without Hopping Ills courfe. The children, 
as foon as they arc able to walk, climb up the fidcs of the moun- 
tains, and cxcrcifc thcmldvcs.in the ufe ofthefe fivates. 

When they travel with their rein-deer, the celerity of their 
pace can only be conceived when lecn : they drive with e(]ual 
expedition up the top of mountains and down them, inibmuch, 
that tlic vibration of the reins upon the backs of the rein-deer is 
fcarcely perceptible to the eye. The Laplanders on the coaft are 
exceedingly Ikllful in tin: management of their boats. Our good 
miflionary fuppofes this extraordinary agility of the Laplanders to 
proceed in a great meafure from the train-oil, which from their 
birth conftitutes a principal part of their food. But the fad is, 
that from their infancy they are pradildl in feats of adivity and 
bodily exertion : they learn to afeend the mountains, to carry heavy 
loads of timber, to hunt the wild, and to follow^ the tame rein- 
deer for confidcrablc diftanccs. In this manner they alfo become 
inured to fuffering every degree of heat and cold with patience. 
It is chiefly by the cxcrcifc of hunting that they arc rendered 
fwift of foot, and their agility is favoured by the fmallnefs of their 
ftaturc. I'hey arc content with little, and have minds incapable 
of being affeded by thofc paflTions, which prey upon and dellroy 
the bodies of a great part of mankind. They deep ccpially on 
b(}th fides,* and do not accuftom themfeves to retire to rell be- 

* In utramvis dormluut aurem^ nee plumis indormire mollihus vui^ni tvfthnavt-t arc 
the words of the Bifliop of Drontlieiiii, from whom this particular is horiowed. 
It is to be obfeived, that in Germany, Denmark, Sweden, and Noiway, it is 
lilual to lleep on one feather-bed, and to have another over it iniU ad of blankets 

X 2 and 
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twixt two feather-beds, as their more civilifcd neighbours. Their 
avocations do not difturb the natural flow of their animal fpirit, 
nor do they weaken their body by the labours of the mind : it 
mull of neceflity follow, that they are llrong, healthy, and aftivc. 

Some of the Laplanders are very expert in carving in wood or 
horn, though they ufe no other tool than a common knife ; with 
this they make many little utcnfils, fuch as cups, fpoons, &c. as 
will be more fully explained in a fubfequent feftion. Their 
fledges arc of their own conftrudion, and fo artificially put toge- 
ther, that not a drop of wet can penetrate them. The women 
are very fkilful in ornamenting belts with tinfcl wire, and fomc 
of them, like the men, excel in carving upon wood or horn. Thefe 
people are very dexterous in the purfuits of the chafe, as will be 
fliewm hereafter. Their only weapons were formerly bows and 
arrows ; but they now make ufe of fire-arms, and are become 
good markfmen. 

The miflionary records, as a principal virtue of the natives of 
Lapland, their great attention to the duties of religion, and their 
ferious devotion when aflcmbled at divine fervice. He fpeaks 
of the patience with which they fit bareheaded in the fevereft 
frofts, for three hours together, to hear the word of God delivered 
to them under tents, which are by no means fufficiently fccured 
againft the current of an extreme cold air. It appears, that at 

and quilt ; and thefe two feather-beds are moll commonly of the fineft andfoftell 
down. Some phyficians recommend llecping on the right fide, or right ear ; the 
good bifiiop feems, however, to think, that to fleep cafualiy on cither ear is the 
mod conducive to health. 


the 
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the commencement, and during the earlier part of the lall cen- 
tury, the Laplanders were immerfed in the darknefs of paganifm, 
and without the leaft tinfture of letters. It was Frederick the 
Fourth, king of Denmark, who afeended the throne in lOig, 
that firft began to introduce the light of the gofpcl amongft them. 
For this purpofe he cftabliflied a religious million, which has been 
continued by his fon, Chriftian the Sixth, Frederick the Fifth his 
grandfon, and Chriftian the Seventh, the prefent fovcrcign, his 
great grandfon. They arc now, as Mr. Leems tells us, well in- 
ftruded in the Chriftian religion, and have the New Tcftamcnt 
in their own tongue. The miffionary mentions with rapture the 
names of fomc Laplanders who could repeat by rote the whole 
catechifm, and large portions of the gofpcl, with a part of the 
pftilms, both in the Lapland and Danifli tongues ; particularly a 
venerable old man of feventy years of age, who was able to recite 
a great part of the catcchifm, though he never knew a letter in 
his life, nor had ever committed any thing to memory before. 
This inftance of the power of memory does not appear at all in- 
credible. The Arabs, and other paftoral tribes, who arc in the 
habit of amufing their Icifure by telling and liftening to tales, 
will remember them though very long, and rehearfe them with 
great fidelity, after one hearing. It is conjeftured by Julius CaTar, 
that one of the chief reafons why the ancient Druids did not com- 
mit their inftruftions to writing was, that their pupils might im- 
prefs them better on their memories. It was the opinion of So- 
crates, as appears from the Phasdo of Plato, that knowledge was 


more 
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more cafily gained, and longer retained when delivered by wxM'd 
ol mouth, than when communicated in writing. It would leem 
that the car is lefs diliraded than the eye ; that the intcnl'eners of 
the mind is greater in hearing tlian in feeing. The miffionary 
adds his fervent wdfli, that his fellow’-labourcrs in this vineyard of 
divine truth, would qualify themfclvcs for the work, by acquiring 
a thorough knowledge of the Lapland tongue, fo as to preach 
and pray in it to the Laplanders, as not many of the men have 
a know ledge of the Danifli language, further than the ufc of a 
few words and phralcs, wdiich occur in the coiirfe of traffic ; 
and of the women, not one is the leaft acquainted with it. 

The Laplanders hold the miflionarics fent amongft them in the 
greateft efteem, and ffiew them much refpcdl. They lalutc them 
with great reverence whenever they meet them, and give them 
precedence upon all occafions. They make them frequent pre- 
Icnts of what are reckoned in Lapland peculiar dainties, fuch as 
frozen rein-deer s milk, w ith the tongue and marrow of that ani- 
mal. They arc very attentive to keeping holy the fabbath-day ; 
they abftain from curfing and fwcaring, which arc common vices 
among the inhabitants of Norway, and they lead a religious and 
moral life. Whoredom and adultery arc fins rarely committed ; 
and the crime of theft Is little or not at all known amongft them ; 
fo that locks or bolts, for the fccurity of property in Lapland, arc 
entirely unncceflary. Norway fwarms with beggars, but begging 
is unknown amongft the Laplanders. If any one, from age or 
infirmity, fliould chance to be in want, he finds his ncceflarics 

y amply 
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amply and inftantly fupplicd, and charity appears unfolicltcd with 
open hands. The miffionary, however, admits, that the Lap- 
landers arc not entirely exempt from thofc vices which ever pre- 
vail more or Icfs amongll mankind in a Rate of focicty. They 
cannot refift the temptation of ebriety, and yield to the allure- 
ments of avarice. They will get drunk, like the men of other 
countries, when ftrong liquor comes in their way ; and cannot 
avoid cheating, like other dealers, when they can do it without 
danger of detedion. The fkins of the rein* deer arc more or Icfs 
valuable, according to the fcafon in wdiich they arc killed. If the 
animal be flain in the fpring, his hide is found perforated by an 
infed which buries itfclf in it, and lays there its eggs ; but it is 
otherwife with the rein-deer killed in the winter. To defraud 
the purchafer by trying to obtain the fame price for a defedive 
fkin as for a perfed one, the Laplander artfully clofes up the 
holes in the fkin ; and, in order to impofc upon the credulous 
trader, will not fcruple to warrant it free from defed, and affert 
that the bcaft was killed in autumn ; though he wxll knows the 
cafe to be quite the reverfe ; that the fkin is full of holes, and tlui 
deer was killed in fpring, or the word fcafon. 


SECTION 
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SECTION V. 

Of the Drefs of the Laplanders, both Male and Female. 

\ 

O OME writers have affirmed, that the Laplanders wear dreffes 
^ ornamented with gold and filver ; others again have 'as con- 
fidently afferted, that their clothes arc made with the fkins of 
fcals and bears, and fliapcd in a manner to give them the appear- 
ance of walking in facks. But thefe accounts arc not to be re- 
garded, and arc as foreign to the truth, as that of a writer, who 
declares the women in Lapland make ufc of veils wove of the 
finews and entrails of wild animals. 

Mr. Leems begins his account of this matter with deferibing 
the dreis of the man : on his head he wears a cap of a conical 
fliape, refembling that of a fugar^loaf. Thefe caps arc generally 
made of red kerfey cloth, and formed of four pieces, broader at 
bottom than at the top, where they meet in a point : betwixt 
the joinings of the four pieces a ftripc of yellow kerfey is fewed, 
marking the divifions ; and to the top of the cap is fixed a toffel 
of flircds of different coloured cloth. The lowxr part of the cap 
has a border of otter’s Ikin ; but the Ruffian Laplander trims his 
m a more expenfivc manner, with ermine. 

Sometimes the border of thefe caps extends to fbmc length be- 
fore 
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lore and behind, and ends in a point ; and a cap thus lliapcd they 
call in their own language nhuine bipperak^ \n hich means a cap 
with a nofc. The millionary lays, he law once a cap which be- 
longed to a poor Laplander, and w^as made ot a ralmon’s Ikin ; 
it was wliite^and had lljuarc divilions, which were viliblc where 
the leak’s had dropped from the Ikin. 

They wear a fort of riding-hood, called by them rivok^ which 
they life in hunting, or in attending the tame rein-deer whlHl 
feeding. This hood has only a Imall Qpening to look through, is 
dole Tewed up before, and when it is put on the head covers tlic 
breaft and fliouldcrs : in front there a])pears a Hap, w hich is called 
zhuilhme-nift. 

The men in Lapland very rarely w’car any covering about their 
necks, or w henever they make ufe of fomething like it, it confifts 
of a narrow^ piece of cloth, which only goes once round ; lb that 
their tliroats arc always expofed naked, or nearly lb, to the fevo 
rity of the w eather. 

The tunick, or clofe garment, worn by the Laplander, is called 
a torky and is made of llieep’s Ikin with the w'ool on, the woolly 
fide being inwards: it has a high collar, made ftilFwith kerfey, 
or other cloth, neatly worked with different coloured threads, and 
extending a little w ay down the bofom. As this tunick at the fame 
time ferves for a lliirt, it has no opening but where it covers the 
breaft ; and it is more or lefs ornamented, according to the con- 
dition and fancy of the wxarcr, with cloth in like manner as tlic 
collar, and bordered with otter’s Ikin. On the left fide, in front, 
VoL. II. Y 
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is fcwed a narrow ftripc, or border of cloth or fur ; and on the right, 
efpccially on the woman’s tunick, fmall filver knobs gilt : the 
cuffs of the fleeve arc likewife covered with a border of kerfey, or 
other cloth, edged with otter’s fkin : a border of the like kind 
with that round the breaft and cuffs of the fleeve is ,fewed about 
the bottom ; and, as the woolly fide of the fkin is turned inwards, 
the wool from within is feen hanging below the border. This 
garment, thus fully deferibed, is worn by the Laplander next his 
fkin, and, as has been already obferved, inftcad of a fliirt. 

The upper coat ufed by the men is made of kerfey, or fomc 
fuch coarfc cloth ; or otherwife of the fkin of the rein-deer, either 
old or young, of a grey colour. This part of the drefs is called 
by the Laplanders kafte^ and is provided, like the tunick, with an 
upright llitFened collar, extending to the chin, and furrounding 
the neck. This collar Is worked with threads of different colours, 
m a very neat manner. The coat, as the tunick, is open only at 
the brcafl, and bound like it with kerfey, or fomc other fort of 
cloth of various colours. On each fhouldcr is a kind of band or 
epaulette, cut in different forms, and of the fame fluff. The 
lower extremity of this coat is worked in figures w ith various co- 
loured threads. This border, or fringe, is called in the Lapland 
tongue hijkuldalk. To tie the collar clofe about the neck, a run- 
ning firing is ufed. The collar, the opening at the breaft, and 
the fhouldcr-band, arc all formed of flips of various coloured 
cloths, and worked with threads of different hues : the cuffs of 
the fleeve are ornamented in the fame manner; the bottom 
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of the coat has like wife a border extending round it, and of a 
different colour ; for example, if the coat be of red kerfey, the 
border is yellow, green, or white. The Laplander has no pocket 
to his upper coat, but inftead thereof carries a little bag, hang- 
ing over his breaft, in which he puts his implements for lighting 
a fire, which he is never without, and other things of conftant 
ufc ; and this bag he calls his ninfak-gierdo. 

The cold in this part of the world, during the winter, is moll 
intenfe. A fingle inftance of it will bt fufficient to illullrate this, 
namely, that the lakes and rivers are generally frozen to the thick- 
nefs of two Danifli ells and an half. It muft, however, be re- 
marked, that when there is much fnow upon the ground, the 
froft docs not penetrate fo deep. It is on account of this extra- 
ordinary degree of cold, that the Laplanders are under the nccef- 
fity of covering their bodies with furs and rough fkins of different 
animals. The upper coat, made of the (kin of a full grown rein- 
deer, is called by the natives paejk. But the fkin of the female is 
generally preferred for this purpofe, and worn with the hairy fide 
turned outwards, which gives the coat a rugged and uncouth ap- 
pearance. Thefe fur garments are not left open at the breaft, but 
are made intire. Round the neck is a border of fkin with the 
hair on, called the paeJk-loL Two thongs of the rein-deer hide, 
with tolfcls of flireds of different coloured cloth, ferve to bring the 
coat clofe to the fhoulders. This coat has likewife a high ftiff 
collar, made of the fame fkin, with the hair on. The ufe of this 
upper coat is as a defence from rain ; and if it be worn, as it 
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often is, at fea, and chance to be wetted with fait water, the Lap- 
lander, immediately on coming on fliorc, rolls himfelf in the fnow, 
to prevent the coat from being damaged by the falt-water. 

The mountain Laplanders, by way of protedion againft the fc- 
verity of the weather, conftantly wear about their necks, w^hilfl: 
they travel, the Ikin of a fox’s cub ; obferving always to let the 
tail reft on one llioulder. When the Svvcdifli merchants make a 
journey over the mountains, they tic a marten’s fkin about their 
necks for the fame purpofe', and, to ornament it, have pieces of 
filver fixed in thofc holes where eyes did once inhabit.” An up- 
per coat, made of the Ikin of the fawn of the rein-deer, is called 
by the Laplanders moedda ; the fiiapc is the fame as that made 
from the Ikin of the full growm one ; but it has a border round 
the fleeves, and is bound at bottom with a fringe of black dog’s 
fkin. The fur coats which the Lapland women prepare for fale 
to the richer part of their countrymen, are made of the Ikins of 
young rein-deer of a grey colour, and have the opening at the 
breaft covered with a border of otter’s fkin. The lower extremity 
has trimming all round of black dog’s fkin. From the bottom 
upwards, on each fide, is a piece of fkin, cut in the lliape of a 
wedge, fewed upon the coat. It is to be obferved, that all the 
borders of the breaft and neck, with the other parts of the coat, 
W’^hich arc of cloth, arc wrought with tinfel wire in various figures, 
according to the taftc of the purchafers. 

The men fometimes wear tanned leather gloves, which they 
call rappakak ; but moft commonly they ufe gloves made from 

the 
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the Ikins of the fawns of the rcin-dccr, the fur fide outwards ; 
and in order to keep out the cold more cflFedlually, lined within- 
fide with Cyprus grafs. The women make a better fort of gloves 
for fale, which are worn by Laplanders of diftindion : thefe have 
the part covering the liand formed from the Ikin of the black fox, 
or rein-deer’s foot, with the fur on the outfidc : thefe gloves reach 
over the wrift, and fome way up the arm ; the upper part of the 
glove, w hich touches the arm, is made of cloth curioully wrought 
W'ith tinfel wire, and trimmed with oftcr’s Ikin. Many Ivaplan- 
ders, male as well as female, wear 'copper bracelets about the 
wrift, which they fancy have the virtue of preferving them from 
pains in their limbs. 

The men do not ufe ftockings, but inftcad of them a fort of 
pantaloons, which clofcly fit tlie thighs and legs. They arc made 
either of kerfey or other coarfc cloth, or of tanned leather, and 
fometimes of the fkin of the rcin-dccr’s legs. Thofc made of 
kerfey or other cloth, have a patch of fkin fewed on them at 
the knee, to render them more Lifting ; the others, of tanned 
leather, arc called JiJkhiky and arc chiefly intcndcfl for the water. 
Some of Ikin and leather, that is, the fore part leather, and the 
hind part fkin, arc called lamas bufacl : thefe arc commonly iifed 
on land, and worn over the pantaloons of kerfey or coarfc cloth. 

The flioes of the Laplanders have but one foie, which is fome- 
times taken from the fkin of the rein- deer’s head ; the upper- 
leathers and the ancle-piece are from the legs of the fume animal. 
This fort of ftioc is much ufed by the mountaiu Laplanders, and 
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called gallohik. The hair is lett upon the fkin, and worn on the 
outfidc of the flioe, which would render it flippery to walk with, 
efpccially on the ice, unlcfs the people had the precaution to finge 
the hair, and thus by giving it a more uneven furface, make it 
fufccptiblc of fridion. This is the more ncccflary for children, 
who would otherwife meet with many falls and accidents. There 
arc fliocs which have foies of feallkin, and the upper-leather of 
fome thinner fort, either tanned or untanned. This kind of flioe 
is chiefly worn by thofe who are much on the water. The Lap- 
lander makes ufc neither of 1)uckle or latchct, but taftens his flioes 
with a thong twilled round his ancle. The better to prelcrve his 
feet from the cold, he fills his flioes with ftraw or ruflies. As his 
pantaloons do not reach down to his heels, his foot is confcquently 
put into the flioe naked. The ftraw and ruflies arc therefore care- 
fully difpofed withinfidc the (hoc, and at night taken out to dry, 
that they may be fit for ufe the next morning ; and when this 
lining w^ill ferve no longer, a frefli one is fought for. 

The Lapland women make a kind of boot for falc, the foie of 
which, as well as the upper-leather, with the heel-pieces, are com- 
pofed of the hide of the rein-deer’s legs, with the hair outwards. 
The other parts, fuch as the inner foie, the legs, and the knee- 
tops, are of cloth, the latter being neatly worked with tinfcl wire. 
Thefe boots are faftened above the knee with a ftrap, from which 
hangs a toffcl made of flireds of cloth. The toe of this fort of 
boot, which is called by the Laplanders facpoial^ ends in a fliarp 
point. 


The 
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The men wear leathern belts ornamented with tin, to the 
fore part of which is fattened a pouch, v\ hich holds tobacco for 
chewing. To the hinder part of the belt fcvcral thongs of Icatlicr 
are attached, ornamented with tin balls, keys, and other things. 
A knife in a flicath is alfo ttuck in the belt, and a number of 
rings arc hanging down by thongs of leather. The women make 
belts for fale, worked on the outfidc with tin, and lined with 
ttcins. 

We have thus fully deferibed the dyefs of the male Laplander, 
and fliall now proceed wdth that of the female. 

The Lapland women wear caps, fometimes of woollen, but 
oftencr made of linen. The woollen caps arc of kcriey or other 
cloth, and arc put together with two pieces, one of which covers 
the hinder part of the head and neck, the otlicr the temple and 
forehead. Along the fcams of thefe two pieces a ftripc of yellow 
coloured cloth is fewed : the lower part of the cap Is trimmed 
with yellow or white tinfel, or feme other border of a fliowy 
nature ; or wanting that, one of cloth of a difterent colour fup- 
plies its place : it has likewife a tinfel ribband, of a gold or fdvci 
colour. The miflionary fpcaks of a poor Lapland w oman, w ho 
had her cap tied with a bandeau of the fkin of a falmon of a white 
colour ; but which in other refpeds refcmblcd thole before de- 
feribed. The linen caps dilfer from thofe of woollen, among 
other things, by being bordered with more elegant ttutts. 

Before the Lapland woman puts on her cap, flie adjutts a round 
knob or button, which is on the top of it, and, having put the cap 

on 
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on her head, faftens it to the faid button, or under it, with a 
ftring. 

The women wear llkewlfc on a journey, or when they arc 
watching their rein-deer by night, a covering which confifts of 
two parts ; tlie firft of w^hlch is of one piece, and* proteds the 
head, neck, and fliouldcrs, inclofing likewife the chin : it is made 
of red, blue, or green kerfey, bound at bottom with a ftrlpc of 
cloth of a different colour ; over this, to wrap up their heads more 
completely, they put a high cap, lliaped like a crown, broader on 
the top, and leflening towards the opening without, and on the 
left fide it has a band of a different coloured cloth, or fometimes 
inftead of this a ftrap covered with tinfel, having a ball of filvcr 
gilt fixed to the end. 

The tunick and upper garment worn by the women, differ little 
from thofe of the men ; the tunick is made of Ihccp’s fkin, with 
the w^oolly part turned inw ards, and varies from that of the men 
only in being gathered in plaits behind and before, but longer 
and clofcr on the breaft, and coming dowm a little lower than 
the hips, whereas thofe of the men defeend below the knees. This 
tunick, as that of the men, ferves inftead of a linen fliift. The 
upper or outer garment is made of kerfey, and is diftinguifhed 
from that worn by the men in thefe few particulars only : the 
woman’s extends below the knees, the man’s comes no lower than 
the thigh ; the latter has a high ftifF collar, the former has no 
collar at all. The woman’s fliecp fkin tunick, however, has a high 
ftiffened collar which covers the neck and ears, and appears above 

the 
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the outer garment of cloth, which, as has juft been mentioned, is 
without any collar. The women have another kind of upper gar- 
ment, .called harve, made of kerfey or coarfc cloth, but different 
from the other already fpoken of, as this comes no lov^er than the 
middle, is gathered round, and lies in folds about the body. The 
upper coat of rein-deer’s fkin, or its fawn, rcfcmbles that of the 
men in every refpcdl, except that thofc which the men wxar 
come down to the heels, whereas the w^omen’s fcarcely reach lower 
than the knees. 

The gloves of the Lapland women *arc alike in ftiapc to thofc 
of the men ; fomc of them are white, made of the legs of the rein- 
deer’s fkin, the hair outwards, ornamented with flips of cloth of 
various colours, fewed on them. The pantaloons of the women, 
like thofc of the men, ferve inftead of ftockings, and are made of 
kerfey or other cloth, or of fkins from the rein-deer’s legs, but 
very feldom of tanned leather. The women’s (hoes arc always 
made of the fkin of the rein-deer’s Icgs^wdth upper- leathers of the 
flimc; thofe of the mountains preferring fkins of a white colour. 

The belts or girdles of the women are of leather or cloth, em- 
belliflied wdth plates of tin : from the girdle hangs down a fmaller 
belt, ornamented with brafs, which has a number of different little 
things, and among others, brafs rings hanging from it : the better 
fort of women have girdles bedecked in like manner with filver. 
The women wear over their fhoulders kerchiefs, or mantles of 
Ruffian linen, or of cotton, fometimes white, and fometimes 
printed in colours : they alfo make ufe of narrow aprons of Ruffia 
VoL. 11. ^ linen 
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linen or cotton, white or printed; the white always furnifhed with 
a fringe or border. 

The women of Ruffian Lapland wear filver ear-rings, and fome- 
times filver collars, which go round their necks, and are connefted 
with the rings in their ears. There is fo fmall a difference betwixt 
the male and female drefs in Lapland, that the good miffionary 
tells us, he has frequently known man and wife change habits 
through miftake, the man putting on the woman’s, and the wo- 
man the man’s clothes. 

The dreffes lb fully defc'ribed, of cloth, furs, and fkins, the 
gloves, lliocs, and other articles, it mull be obferved, arc the foie 
labour of the women, the men in Lapland undertaking the oeco- 
nomy of the houfe, in cooking, and other matters, which in 
other countries are performed by women ; differing in this from 
the reft of the world. Several utcnfils of wood are alfo made by 
the women ; and the beft fculpturcs of Lapland are the workman- 
fliip of the female fex. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 

Of the Habitations of the Laplanders^ and their domejlic Ar^ 
rangements, 

rr^HE huts of the maritime Laplanders, or thofe who dw^cll on 
the coaft, are called laume guattCy and arc conftrufted with 
four polls bent together in an oval form, with a fmall door, and 
an opening in the roof to let out the fhioke. The roof of thefe 
huts is formed with the bark of the birch-tree and fods of earth. 
To enter them it is neceflary to ftoop almoft double, and within 
there is no poflibility of Handing creft, except perhaps in the 
centre, where the fire is made, which is cxaftly under the before- 
mentioned fmoke hole. To retire even a Hep from the fire-place 
towards the fide of the hut is impoflible, unlcfs the body is quite 
bent down. The family, however, arc all feated round the fidcs, 
not minding the inconvenience of Hooping. The whole inner 
fpace is covered with boughs of trees. In the middle of the hut 
two piles of Hones arc raifed in a rude manner at an equal dif- 
tance, parallel to each other, in a direftion from the door to the 
oppofite end of the hut : this is for the fire-place ; at the four ex- 
treme corners of which are fixed as many poHs : thefe pofls ferve 
to fupport a frame, on which projeding pieces of wood arc faH- 
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encd, in the Ihcipc of hooks or cranes, for bearing the pot or kettle 
fufpendcd over the fire. 

Before the Laplanders retire to reft, they are careful to put out 
the fire, and after the liut is clear of fmoke within, they climb up- 
the roof, and place a board over the hole. 

It has been already obferved, that the hut is divided in the centre 
by two piles of ftones, in order to form a fire-place. This divifioii 
is extended towards the door and the further end of the hut, by 
means of four logs of birch wood of a due length being added. 
This preferves two vacancies in the centre, befides that for the 
fire. That towards the door is ufed as a receptacle for fire wood ; 
that at the further end beyond the fire is the place where the 
kettles are kept, and the copper vcfTel bolding the fnow water to 
drink. There then remain two fpaces towards the fidcs of the hut 
on the right and on the left of the fire-place : thefe arc each di- 
vided into three partitions, by logs of wood ; the firft next the 
door, reaching to where the fire-place begins ; the fecond occu- 
pying the extent of the fire-place ; and the third taking up that 
next to the reparation where the pots and kettles are placed. 
Thefe partitions In the hut may be ftyled the bed-chambers ; for 
in them the family llccp in the order w hich (hall immediately be 
c^xplalncd. 

Each of thefe compartments or divlfions has the Ikin of a rein- 
deer for a carpet, that no uneafinefs may be experienced in fitting 
or lying down, from the branches which have been fpread upon 
the ground of the hut. When the Lapland houfehold retire to 
2 Tcfi, 
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reft, the following is the order of the beds : if only one family oc- 
cupies the hut, the hufband and wife take up one fide with its 
three dlvifions ; the other fide is then afligned to the children and 
fervants. If, on the other hand, the children and fervants arc 
obliged to flecp on the fame fide with the mafter and mlftrcfs, the 
order of the beds is in that cafe thus arranged : the hufband and 
wife take the end fartheft from the door, which is efteemed the 
moft honourable, and called the hofshio^tcu^ite ; the children flecp 
in the middle partition, or, as they name it, gajk-htdo^ next the 
fire-place ; and the fervants occupy the divifion near the entrance, 
or the iirfa^kiacJJiic. 

If a miflionary happen to take up his night’s lodging with them, 
the beft or principal bed-chamber, the hofshio-kiatjhie, is given up 
to him, and the man and wife quit the hut, and this is the cafe as 
long as he chufes to flay with them. 

When two families occupy the fame hut, the fire, the vacancy 
towards the door wherein is placed the wood, and the Ipacc oppo- 
fitc to it at the further end for the pots and kettles arc in common 
to both families: yet it very rarely happens that any dilpute or 
quarrel arifes betwixt them ; and thefe fimple people fet an ex- 
ample of cordiality and brotherly lo\ c to the inhabitants of cities 
and towns, who often confider the Laplanders as very little fupc- 
rior to favages. 

Their fheep and cattle have a ftall afligned them near the en- 
trance of the hut, to which they repair by the fame door as the 
reft of the family, of which they conftitutc a part not of the leaft 
confidcration. 
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Near their huts the maritime Laplanders conllruft a receptacle 
for hay, to which purpofc they fix three rows of pofts in the 
ground, rcfcmhling the three walls of a houfc, with beams croffing 
them at a certain height from the ground. Upon thefe tranfvcrfc 
beams they })lacc their hay, which they prefs down as clofely as 
poffiblc, but principally work it round the upright pofts, the tops 
of which remain vifible. Thus there are left under the hay two 
empty fpaces, divided, as has been mentioned, by the rows of pofts, 
and termed, in the language of the country, atke or lap. In this 
manner the Laplanders preftrve their hay through the winter, 
rain fcarccly ever falling during that feafon to do it damage, and 
the fnow^s affeding it but little on the outfide. In the fpaces be- 
neath this hayftack the Laplanders hang their coats, and ftore 
their rein-deer Ikins, their pots, and other houfchold ftufF. When 
their ftock of hay is confumed, they are under the ncceffity, in 
order to procure provender, to cut down trees, and ftrip them of 
their bark, which they offer to their cattle ; they likewife give 
them fmall branches to eat. It foractimes happens that the froft 
proves fo fevcrc, as to congeal the fnow, and prevent the rein- 
deer from feraping it away with their feet, and thus hinder them 
from coming at the mols, which is their chief food : in this cafe 
the Laplanders cut down large firs and others trees, in order to 
take off the lichens and moffes growing on them. This occafions 
a great deftrudion and waftc of timber. They feed their cattle 
likewife with roots, and fometimes prepare a particular mefs on 
which their cows feed greedily. This is compofed of the head, 
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bones and entrails of fifli boiled, together with llraw, and the 
fucus, or fea-wced. The Norwegian pcafants, or Normans as 
they arc called, who inhabit the eaftern parts of Finmark, fodder 
their cows not only with hay, but with the fame mixture, or with 
fuch lichens as arc given to the rein-deer. 

The winteV tent of the mountain Laplander differs but little 
from the hut of the maritime Laplander juft now deferibed, ex- 
cept that the fame contrivance which the latter ufes for boiling 
his pot is not employed by the former. The mountain Laplander, 
in clearing away the fnow to form a ground floor for his tent, raifes 
with it a circular wall, which furrounds the habitation. The poles 
which fupport the woollen covering of his tent, arc fixed in this 
wall of fnow, and a fmall beam, crofling the top of the principal 
poles, fupports the iron pot-hook to which his kettle is hung. 
The woollen cloth which covers the tent is in two pieces, joined 
together by w^ooden fkewers. The door of the tent is cut in the 
lliape of a pyramid, out of woollen ftuff, extended by wooden 
ftrctchcrs. Thefe ftrctchcrs frame the door, which is faftened to 
the tent only by a thong of leather at the top or point of the py- 
ramid. The fides of the door arc joined to fume llcndcr poles or 
flicks, which conftitute the two door pofts. One lidc of the door 
is faftened to either of thefe two pofts, according as the w ind 
blows, fb as to prevent any opening to the interior of the tent, 
which might occafion an increafe of fmokc. By this means the 
tent can be entered only on one fide, and on that alone which is 
oppofitc to the wind. 


The 
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The mountain Laplander ufually pitches his tent in the woods, 
and goes out every day, except Sundays and holidays, in fearch of 
fuel. Having cut down a tree, he drags it himfell’to the door of 
his tent, where he lops off the branches, and prepares the larger 
limbs for his fire, having erefted a machine for that purpofc, con- 
filling of a tranfvcrfe beam laid upon two upright. polls. When 
he prepares to light his fire, he collefts the ignited fubftanccs in a 
piece of birch bark, covering them with dry leaves and fmall 
twigs. The wood he afterwards puts on, being for the moft part 
green and incnillcd witK fnow and ice, as loon as lighted, fends 
forth a thick fmoke, which is rendered Itlll more intolerable by 
the unpleafant vapour emitted from the moift wood. The whole 
tent is for a time involved in a pitchy cloud, and all who remain 
in it run the rilk of lofing their eye-fight. As the flame breaks 
forth, the fmoke gradually decrcafes, but the upper part of the 
tent is alw ays filled with it, and if the wind be high, it is driven 
back from the aperture intended to let it out. When the moun- 
tain Laplander goes to reft, he does not cxtinguifli his lire, which 
lerves the purpofc of a lamp, and affords him as much light as he 
luis occafion for. At a little diftance from his tent, the mountain 
Laplander raifes a hovel, by laying a few beams acrofs fomc polls 
ftuck in the ground, and covering them with boughs. This ferves 
him as a ftorc-houfc for his rein-deers’ Ikins, and fpare utenfils. 

The fummer tent of the mountain Laplander refembles, in every 
refpedt, that which he ufes In winter, except that the covering of 
it is of canvafs cloth, and that it has no fnow w^all, the fnows 
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being at that time every where melted. The fmall tent which 
the mountain Laplander ufes when he hunts rein-deer, or goes 
any long journey, is of coarfe canvais, and called in his language, 
lavco. When he intends eroding it, he clears away the fnow' till 
he comes to the bare earth, over whicli he fp reads fmall branches 
lopt from ‘the trees near him, leaving a rampart of fnow on every 
fide. He then cuts down a fufEcient number of poles, which he 
fixes in the fnow, making them meet at the top, binds them to- 
gether with a cord, and fallens them round his canvafs covering, 
referving an opening for the fmokc. His fire is made on the 
ftoncs he colleds, and if he wants it for the purpofc of cooking, 
as well as warming his frozen limbs, he fixes a pot which he has 
brought with him for that purpofc. The maritime Laplander 
ufes a tent of a fimilar kind, when he is upon a fea voyage, in his 
boat, and happens to be driven on lliorc by bad weather. He is 
then forced to have rccourfc to fuch an expedient, from the cir- 
cumftance of no human habitations being near him. 

The mountain and maritime Laplanders make ufe of fmall 
flicds as receptacles for provifions and houfchold fluff not in im- 
mediate rcqucfl : they are raifed on logs of wood a fmall height 
from the ground. The maritime Laplander places them near his 
hut ; the mountain Laplander in the woods, as is further explained 
in a following feftion, wherein the miffionary treats of their jour- 
neys by land. The mountain Laplander digs holes in the earth, 
which he j^edge-horra : thefe he paves at bottom with flones, 
and herein he florcs the flcfh of the rein-deer. 
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Having fully dcfcribed the huts and tents of the maritime and 
mountain Laplanders, Mr. Leems proceeds to fpcak of the habi- 
tations of the pcafants in Norway and Lapland. Thefe arc mean 
cottages, the fide walls formed of wood, the roof of turf, fupported on 
boards which run longitudinallyovcr the top. Theyarebuiltwithout 
chimneys, in this rcfpcdl differing from the huts of other pcafants, 
but have a paffage for the fmoke through a number of apertures in 
the fide walls, by which the light is likewifc admitted. Their 
fire-places arc conftrufted with heaps of ftoncs in the form of 
ovens. The fire is daily lighted, and the door and holes before- 
mentioned left open, that the fmoke may pafs off. The fuel 
being fully confumed, the floncs which form the oven arc found 
thoroughly heated, and the door and apertures are clofed, by which 
means a fufficient degree of warmth is preferved to laft till the 
next day, when the oven is again lighted. Thefe pcafants ufe 
pieces of the fir-tree inftcad of lamps, and pave their huts witU 
fmooth ftoncs. 
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SECTION VII. 


Of the Manner in which the Laplanders prepare their Beds— Pre- 
caution vfed againjl the Mnfquetoes. 

• 

'^HE bed which the maritime Lapjander retires to in his hut, 
and the mountain Laplander in his tent, is alike made of 
the skins of the rein-deer fpread over the brandies of trees, with 
which the floor is covered. The Laplander’s outer coat ferves as 
a pillow, and a prepared fliccp’s skin, with the woolly fide inwards, 
as a blanket, over which is laid a woollen rug. For the winter 
the mountain Laplander has a rug, which has a bag within it, into 
which he places his feet. Be the cold ever fo intenfe, the moun- 
tain Laplander goes into bed naked. The beds arc by no other 
means feparated than by a log of wood on each fide, as has been 
already deferibed. The hulband and wife llcep at the farther end, 
the children in the divifion next them, and the fervants neareft the 
door, but fo nigh to each other, that the hulband and wife can, 
with their hands, reach over to the childrens’ bed, and thefe again 
to that of the fervants. 

In the fummer fcaibn the mountain Laplander, being greatly 
infefted with gnats, or mulquctoes, has a contrivance to defend 
himfelf from their flings whilfl in bed, and at the fame time not 
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fufFcr from lacing too clofcly covered. In order to effect this, he 
fixes a thong of leather to the poles of his tent over his bed, which 
raifes his canvafs quilt to a proper height, but fo that the fides or 
edges of it touch the ground : under this covering he creeps, and 
pafles tlie night fccurcly. The fpccics of gnat that is fo trouble- 
fbme, is the enlex pipiens of Linnaeus : it is called, in the Danifli 
language, lys-myg, and by the Laplanders, shiitoik. The female 
only bites and fucks the .blood ; but fo difficult is it to guard 
againft them, that gloves prove no protedion, as they pafs their 
Rings through the feams. They are found in fuch fwarms in the 
woods, during the fummer, that whoever enters them is furc to 
have his face inllantly covered, and is fcarccly able to fee his way 
before him. A flight fwclling, attended with a difagrccable itch- 
ing, immediately follows the pundure, and this is fuccceded by 
fmall white ulcers ; fo that the face of a perfon coming from the 
country is fcarccly to be recognifed, and he appears full of blotches. 
Whilfl the Ivaplanders are employed in the woods, on the necef- 
fary bufinefs of cutting timber for the fake of the bark, they are 
unable to take the refreffiment of their meals ; for their mouths,, 
as loon as opened, would be filled w[ith thefe infeds. If the wind 
happen to blow briskly, they difappear for the time; but no 
fooncr is the wind laid, than they return with their ufual buz- 
zing, and crowd every place. Thefe flies equally infeft the cattle 
and rein-deer : when thefe animals return from the woods, they 
are found covered wdth them, and when they are fwept from off 
their backs and fides, their fkins are red with blood. Smoke is 
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found to keep the infedls at a dlftancc ; therefore, while one Lap- 
lander is milking, another holds a firebrand over him, which pre- 
vents the gnats from approaching, and accordingly the beaft re- 
mains untormented and quiet. The pleafure which is expeded 
to be enjoyed during the fummer, after a tedious winter that laff-" 
from Michaelmas to July, as the good miffionury obfcr\es, is en- 
tirely marred by thefe troublcfomc flies. 


SKCnON 



GENERAL REMARKS 


182 


SECTION VIII. 

Of the Diet of the LapJanderSy and their Cookery, 

rcin-dccr’s milk conftitutcs a principal part of the Lap- 
lander’s food, and he has two methods of preparing it, ac- 
cording to the feafon. In fummer he boils the milk with forrel, 
till it arrives to a confiftcnce : in this manner he preferves it for 
life during that fliort feafon. In winter the following is his me- 
thod of preparation : the milk which he collcdls in autumn till 
the beginning of November, from the rein-deer, is put into calks, 
or whatever veffels he has, in which it foon turns four, and, as the 
cold weather comes on, freezes ; and in this ftate it is kept. The 
milk collcded after this time is mixed with cranberries, and put 
into the paunch of the rein-deer, well cleanfed from filth : thus 
the milk foon congeals, and it is cut out in fliccs, together with 
the paunch ; to cfFedl which a hatchet is ufed, for no fmallcr in- 
flrument would perform the office of dividing that lump of ice. 
It is then feparated into fmall pieces, and eaten throughout the 
winter every day at noon, which is the Laplander’s dinner hour. 
It muft be prefumed, as it is ferved up without being brought to 
the fire, that this is ice cream in the greateft perfeftion : here are 
flefli and fruit blended with the richcR butyraceous milk that can 
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be drawn from any animal ; but notwithftanding the extraordinary 
fatnefs, which may be fuppofed to rcfift in a great degree the 
efted of cold, this preparation, as our good miffionary remarks 
with a degree of feeling, as if his teeth ftill chattered wdiilll he 
delivered the account, chills and freezes the mouth in a violent 
manner whenever it is taken. 

The milk which is drawn late in the winter freezes Immediately 
after being drawn. This is put into fmall vcflels made of birch- 
wood, and is confidcred by the Laplanr^r as fuch an extraordinary 
delicacy, that he referves it as the moft acceptable prefent he can 
offer even to a miffionary. It is placed before the fire, and eaten 
with a fpoon as it is thawed. When put by it is carefully covered 
up, bccaufe if the cold air get to it afterw^ards, it turns of a yellow 
colour, and becomes rancid. 

Cheefe is made from the milk of the rein-deer in the following 
manner. The milk has water mixed with it, otherwife, owing 
to its extraordinary richnefs, it would not curdle w^hen the rennet 
is put in. When a fufficient quantity of water is added to the 
milk, it is fet over the fire to be heated, and after this has been 
fuflficiently done, the rennet is throw n Into it ; the whey is foon 
feparated from the curd, and the latter is taken out and wrapped 
up in a cloth to be preffed ; after which it is moulded in a round 
fliapc : It is eaten cold, boiled or tpafted. When held before the 
fire, it is found fo fat that it is in danger of burning, and if per- 
mitted to do fo will flame like a candle. It is efteemed excellent 
to heal chilblains. The rennet ufed is obtained by infufing the 

found 



1^4 GENERAL REMARKS 

found of the cod fifli, or the inteftines of the rein-deer with a quan- 
tity of butter milk. 

The mountain Laplanders likewife make butter of the rein- 
deer’s milk ; but as they take in the whole fubftance of the milk, 
it is ol’ a white colour, and not fo wxll tailed or fat as that of the 
cream of cow’s milk, ufed for that purpofc by the maritime Lap- 
lander, who has few rein-deer, and whofc flock confifts chiefly of 
cows, flicep, and goats. In making their butter the women ufe 
their fingers only, ftlrrlng the cream about wdth them till, as com- 
monly exprefled, the butter comes, or till it acquires confiflency. 

The mountain Laplander conflantly dines or flips upon vciiifon 
frcfli killed throughout the winter, and flaiightcrs weekly one or 
two rein-deer, according to the number of perfons of which his 
family confifls. His venifon is cooked in the following manner. 
He cuts fmall pieces, which he puts in his pot, without paying any 
regard to cleaning them from blood and dirt : he then places the 
pot by the fide of the fire, that the fat may be drawn from the 
meat by gentle heat. When the meat is nearly done, he fkims 
the fat off and puts it by in a flicll, throw ing a little fait into it ; 
he next takes out the pieces with a wooden fork, and lays them 
on a dilh, leaving the remaining liquor or broth in the pot. Sup- 
per being now ready, the family feat thcmfelves round this difli of 
meat ; and as they eat, each dips the pieces held with the point 
of the knife into the fliell which contains the fat that has been 
ikimmed off, and now and then flips a ladle full of the broth re- 
maining in the pot, w hich is taken without any mixture of flour 
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or other Icafoning : in this manner they finlfli their rcpalV. They 
have been aexuled of eating their venifbn raw, but that the mi<‘- 
fionary affiires us is never the calc. Bcfides the flcfliy parts of the 
rein-deer, the mountain Laplander boils the legs for the lake of 
the marrow, ^which being confidcrcd as highly delicious, is relcrvcd 
for the millionary. They likewife cook and eat the entrails, 
but never with the meat. The mountain Liaplander does not 
even give the bones to his dog, but ftcXvs them as long as he can 
get any oil from them, for which purpofe he breaks the bones in 
fmall pieces. — Count lliimford himfelf could not exercife greater 
economy. 7'he lights of the rein-deer he divides among his dogs. 
Thefc animals arc of very great fcrvicc to him in following the 
rein-deer, and feme of the Laplanders have to the number of 
eight. Tlicy arc fed very fparingly ; for, except the lights, when 
a rc?iiv-dccr is killed, they have only a little broth given them in 
the morning and at niglit. The Laplanders not only ftew their 
^cnifon, but often eat it roafted, of which they arc particularly 
fond. In roafting they make ufc of wooden fpits, flicking one 
end in the ground, by which means the flefli hangs before the 
fire, and remains there until fuflicicntly cooked. Rafting meat 
with butter is utterly unknown to them. 

From what has been fliid, it will be concluded tliat the Lap- 
landers eat their venifon frefh, and arc not accuftomed to keep it 
by means of fait : indeed, as they never kill deer during the fum- 
mcr, they have no occafion to avail thcmfclvcs of this expedient 
to preferve the venifon fweet during the reft of the year. To 
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vai’y his diet, the Laplander fometimes fmokes his venifon. To 
do this, they have only to make pretty deep inclfions in the pieces 
that fmoke may enter the meat, and to hang the joints on the top 
of the tent, where it is fijon cured. 

Venifon is the chief food of the inhabitants of the mountains ; 
but thofc on the fea coaft have beef and mutton, and both cat the 
flefli of bears, wolves, foxes, otters, feals, and in fliort of all ani- 
mals but fwine ; pork being to a Laplander an abomination. 

The Laplanders who are employed in catching falmon, live 
upon that firti fplit and dried. Dried filli is eaten by them with- 
out any preparatory cooking; but before they put it into their 
mouth, they dip each piece in train oil. I'ilh with this kind 
of fliiicc is given to children at the breafl: ; and to prepare it for 
their tender mouths, the mother firft puts it into her own, and 
maiVicatcs it before (lie prefents it to the infant : thus they arc ac- 
cuftomed to the luxury of train oil from their birth, for fuch 
every Laplander eftcems it, and confiders its flavour as far fuperior 
to that of butter. But it is not true, as has been allbrted, that 
they take off a pint of train oil at a meal, or that women in la- 
bour fwallow a quantity of it in order to cafe their pains. 

When their flock of dried fifli is reduced, they colled the 
heads and bones of fiili which have any thing on them, and thefe, 
when roafted before the fire, are put into a kettle with flices of 
the blubber of fcal, the bones having been previoufly inferted in 
the belly of the feal, where they remain fome little time, that 
they may be impregnated with the oil. Thefe ingredients arc 
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iuffcrcd to.ftcvv fomc time in the kettle, and when fuppofed to be 
fnfficicntly cooked, arc ferved up. To feafi)n the mefs, a quantity 
of oil is referved which has been drained from the fcal, in which 
the moiTcls are dipped as they arc eaten. 

They roaft their fifli as well as flcfli, and arc fond of the cod- 
fifh roaflcd frcfli caught. The liver of this and other filh, bruifed 
and mixed with cranberries, is confidered as a favoury dilh; and 
this, as well as their food in general, which the reader will have 
perceived, is of the moft undhious kind, is eaten without bread. 
A diet of tliis defeription, WTre it propofed, would be rejeded by 
phyficians as not conduciv'c to the prefervation of health ; yet the 
example of this people making a conllant u/c of fuch food, mull 
prove it perfedly compatible w ith it : for the Laplanders enjoy 
that blciling in its utmoft perfeftion; chronical dilbrders, dyfen- 
terics, fevers, being unknown amongft them. The only epide- 
mical difeafe that has been remaked is a coliek, attended with 
fpafms, wdiich the phyficians fuppofe to proceed from worms; 
but this complaint is rather troublcfbmc than fatal, and does not 
invalidate the evidence of their general Rate of uninterrupted good 
health. 

The little ufc they make of bread has been already remarked : 
it is, howxvcr, to be oblcrv cd, that they form a cake, which they 
bake on the hearth, compofed of flour mixed with water only. 

The Laplanders are not without thofc dainties which arc meant 
rather to tickle and pleafe the palate, than fatisfy the cravings of 
hunger. Thefe little preparations of luxury, w hich are known at 
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the tables of the rich and great in other parts of Europe by the 
name of the defert, the reader will learn with fomc furprife, arc 
not entirely unknow n to thoic fimplc people. To gratify their 
tafte they peel off the inner bark of the fir-tree and fometimes 
cat it frefli, and at other times heighten its flavour by hanging it 
up in the fmoke. To render it completely rclifliing, it is con- 
ftantly ftceped in their favourite train oil faucc. Of apples, nuts, 
and the fruits known in other countries, they have neither the 
knowledge or defire to tafte ; but to make amends, they poflefs 

t 

the herb angelica, of which they eat the root and leaves, either 
raw or boiled in milk : thefe, with the berries that arc found 
when the fnows arc melted, thoroughly ripened by having re- 
mained buried during the long winter, ferve to amufc the time 
they ufually pafs at table. 

But the Laplander’s chief luxury is that herb in fuch univcrfal 
ufc over a great part of the globe, viz. tobacco : this is an enjoy- 
ment of which he is fond to a degree of extacy. To obtain the 
flavour of it, when not otherwdfe to be procured, he will even 
chew flips of tlie bag which has held it, or chips from the calk 
in which it has been packed. He takes it cither in fubftance by 
chewing, or receives Its grateful fmoke through a tube. When 
he chews tobacco, he will frequently fpit into his hand and regale 
his nofe wdth the faliva which has imbibed the pungent falts of 
the herb; thus at once gratifying the fenfes of fmcll and tafte. 
When they arc aflcmbled together at a convivial party, and the 
lupply of their fiivouiitc herb is deficient, they place thcmfclves in 
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a circle and pafs the pipe from mouth to mouth, fo that every 
one receives four or five whiffs in turn, and all are equally grati- 
fied with the plcafure of fmoking. 

The conflant drink of the maritime and mountain Laplanders 
is cold water, procured in winter by dilfolving fnow^, and this is 
their beverage as long as any fnow is to be had ; for this purpofc 
a quantity is always Handing in a copper veffel in their huts or 
tents, as has been already mentioned. The mountain Laplander 
generally pitches his tent in places where water may be had, and 
by cutting through the ice contrives to fupply himfelf. 

The reader is now fully acquainted with Lapland cookery, in 
which, as has been obferved, the women never interfere. The 
hufband performs the office of cook in all its branches, and, as 
the diflics arc never walhed, the office of fcullion is not requilitc 
in the economy of a Lapland houfchold. 
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SECTION IX. 

Iloufchokl Funitiure of the Laplanders. 

inventory of the .articles which conftitiite the Laplan- 
ders houfchold furniture is very fliort : he has fufRcient to 
anfwcr his wants, and more than this would prove an incum- 
brance. The tent of the mountain Laplander is pitched one day 
in one place, and the next day removed to another : it is much 
the liimc with the maritime Ivaplandcr. Chairs, tables, and 
things of this kind, which other people require, arc to them to- 
tally unnccellary, and therefore they have them not. If they 
poffefled them, they would have no where to place them, and 
when they removed they muft leave them behind ; for they could 
not, without the grcateil inconvenience, carry them away, A 
few copper vefl'els, tin kettles, wooden bowls, and horn fpoons, 
form the whole of their kitchen utenfils. To this fcanty and un- 
expenfive catalogue, a few of the richeft individuals add two or three 
pewter diflies, and fome filvcr fpoons. The mountain Laplander 
has no light in his hut during the night but what the fire affords 
him : the maritime Laplander ufes a lamp. A fea fliell holds 
the oil, which fupplics the wick made of a kind of rulh, and thus 
is the conftant light of a lamp readily procured from materials 
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near at hand. The moft ornamental piece of furniture the Lap- 
lander poflcfl'es Is his child’s cradle : this is a piece of wood pro- 
perly lhaped, and hollowed with his own hand. It has a recefs 
for the infant’s head. Cords arc fixed to go round it, and faften 
occafionally to the mother’s back when flic travels ; and a ring 
with beads is fufpended from the upper part, to amufc the child 
as it lies on its back with its hands at liberty. 
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SECTION X. 

Of the Rein- Jeer y the Tame as well as the JVilJ: Treatment of tame 
Rein- Jeer, aiiJ the various AJvantages which the LaplanJcr Jerives 
from them — In this SeSlhn mention is maJc, inciJentally, of the 
Time about the Winter Srljliee, when the Sun never rifes above the 
Horizon ; anJ about the Summer Solflice, when it never feis. 

rpHE rutting fcafon of the rein-deer begins about the clofc of 
^ autumn, and the female brings forth her fliwns in the 
fpring of the year. The oldeft and llrongeft buck, called by the 
Laplanders aino-valJo, ufually drives away all the others, and re- 
mains the general hulhand of the herd. 

It has been a notion that the hinds, or female deers, can only 
bring forth in llormy weather, which commonly prevails about 
the feed-time, and which from thence has obtained the name 
given it by the Norwegians, of rein-kalve-rein, or fawning feafon : 
but this, Mr. Leems informes us, is no more than a vulgar pre- 
judice ; for thefe animals, he obferves, produce their young indif- 
ferently, like all other four-footed beafts. Some of the hinds 
bear annually ; thefe arc called alJo : others named koJno every 
other year; and fbme that arc denominated arc barren. 

As foon as the female has fawned flic lofcs her horns. The fawns 
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from their very birth arc nimble, and are ibon able to run with 
equal fpeed and keep up with her dams. Every hind knows her 
own fawn, let the herd be ever fo numerous. 

If the hind be of an afh colour, her fawn at its birth is red, with 
a ftripe down the back, and is then called mieeffc. This colour 
grows darker, the red hairs falling off tow'ards autumn, when it is 
called zh'uicrmal. Some rein-deer, when full grown, arc white 
with afli coloured fpots : the fawns of a white mother arc always 
white. 

The hinds called by the Norwegians finhr^ exceed the bucks in 
fizc ; many of them have fine branching horns, and fomc few none 
at all : the horns grow again as fbon as flied ; the new ones ap- 
pear at firft like two fbft fwcllings on the head, of a blackifli co- 
lour ; the fkin as they flioot forth changes to an afli colour, and 
peels off when the horns are near dropping. The horns arc thick 
at the bottom, but thinner as they fpread out, with points like 
fingers ; and they arc fo branching, that when thefe animals fight 
they arc often faftened by their antlers, and not able to extricate 
themfelvcs without the alTiftancc of man. Their haunches arc 
the fatteft parts ; and thefe arc very much fo before the rutting 
fcafon. 

The rein-deer is much infefted in the fummer by a fly which 
creeps up its noftrils, and is on that account called by Linnaeus 
cefirus vifiilis: the Laplander’s name for it is the trompe. The 
rcIn-dccr is likewife fubjeft to a diftemper, which is contagious, 
and fo fatal, that it often proves deflrudivc to numerous licrds : 
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tills difordcr, for which no remedy has yet been dlfcovered, is an 
afFedion of the fplecn, called the mtltfyge\ and as it Is looked upon 
as totally incurable, the Laplanders kill the deer as foon as they 
find fymptoms of infedion, in order to favc at lead the Ikin. 
Mention has already been made of an infed which renders the 
fkin of lefs value by perforating it : this Infed is often deftroyed 
by applying tar to the animal’s back ; and from the fly before- 
mentioned, which attacks the noftril, the rcln-dcer is often relieved 
by the fneezing occafioncd through irritation. Rein-deer are like- 
wife fubjed to a difordcr common to animals having hoofs ; this 
is the paronychia, by the inhabitants of Norway called the llov- 
Jyge, The females have likewi/e fmall eruptions on the udder, 
fimilar to that which at prefent is known in England by the name 
of cow-pock. 

The principal food of the rein-deer in winter, is a fort of white 
mofs, called by the natives of Norw ay quit-mojfe ; its botanical 
name is Uchen rangiferinus. To come at this mofs the animal is 
obliged to dig with its foot under the fnow. It fometimes hap- 
pens, although but rarely, that the fnow is fo frozen that the rein- 
deer is not able to get at the ground ; w ere this to be the cafe for 
any length of time, there would be great danger of the whole race 
of thefc animals being ftarved and loft, to the entire ruin of the 
Laplanders : but fo great, fays the miffionary, has been the kind- 
nefs of Providence hitherto, that no fuch event has ever happened, 
and perhaps never may. 

The rein-deer vvhich arc tamed, and conftitutc the chief wealth 
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of the Laplanders, are never houfed during the vvluilc year : in 
fummer they find plenty of grafs, and in winter they live chlcHy 
on the white mofs before mentioned. In Ibmc parts of Norway 
thefe animals arc ufed inftcad of horfes, and are there kept in Rails 
during the winter. The rein-deer is particularly fond of man’s 
urine, and will greedily lick up the fnow whereon it has fallen. 
It is likewife faid that they hunt after a particular kind of mice, 
of which they eat the heads only : th^ir drink in winter is col- 
lecled from the fnow, which they gather as they pafs along when 
drawing the fledges. 

The greateft enemy of the rein-deer is the w^olf, and it requires 
the utmofl: diligence and circumfpedion of the people to guard 
and defend their herds againft: the infidious attacks of this invete- 
rate and cunning foe. They endeavour to affright and keep him 
off by means of flakes driven into the earth, having pieces of worn- 
out and tattered tunicks and other garments hanging on them : 
but it is chiefly during any violent ftorm that they have occafion 
to be mofl vigilant; for at that time this depredator is on the look- 
out for an opportunity to invade the timorous herd : in the mo- 
ment of alarm, every one of the Laplanders houfchold is then put 
in motion, fome to look to the rein-deer, whilfl others make a loud 
noife by beating with flicks againft a fledge, brought without the 
tent for that purpofe : and, indeed, there is a ncccffity for the 
greateft precaution on the part of the Laplanders, bccaufc the tame 
rein-deer is fo fimplc an animal, that if not carefully protefted, it 
becomes an eafy prey to the wolf. No fooncr is that voracious 
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bcuft difcovered by the herd, than the filly creatures, inftead of 
running towards the tents, and putting themfelves under the fafe- 
guard of men, fly towards the woods, where fomc are overtaken 
and killed by the wolf, who is obferved to ufe his utmoft endea- 
vours to keep betwixt them and the tents when he finds them 
feeding at a diftancc. In this purfuit the wolf has the advantage 
of the rein-deer when they are running down hill, and he Is fure 
to overtake and feize It : but It Is not the fame up hill. If the 
wolf catch the rein-deer by the haunch. It often happens that the 
deer cfcapes ; and when he obtains his prey, it is generally by faf- 
tening on its throat, by which means he ftrangles the poor animal 
in a fliort time. The miflfionary fays, he faw fix at one time lying 
on the fnow, killed by wolves who had been driven away on the 
alarm being given : upon examination of the carcafes, no wound 
appeared to have been inflifted, fo dexteroufly had thefe deftrudllve 
enemies effefted their purpofe. It is obfervable, that the wolf 
never devours his prey on the fpot where he kills it, but drags it 
away to fomc dillance ; and it is further remarked, the miflfionary 
tells us, that in devouring it, he places the head towards the eaft ; 
at leaft, he fays, the Ikcletons arc always found in the woods placed 
in that pofition. I cannot fiiy that I give entire credit to this re- 
port : probably the good miffionary has been mifinforined. Whilft 
the wolves are on the hunt for their prey, they appear always to be 
accompanied by a number of crows and ravens, and the Laplanders 
arc commonly apprized of the wolf s approach by the clamour of 
thefe birds. It has been noticed, that fuch rein-deer as were faf- 
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tcncd by ropes to a ftakc have been fpared, whilft others that were 
at liberty have been carried off : this muft be owing to a fear con- 
ceived by the wolf at the fight of the animal’s tether, or to fomc 
fimilar caufe ; for the like has not happened, when the deer has 
broken loofi; and betaken liimfcif to flight. 

The more readily to know his own deer, each Laplander puts a 
particular mark upon thofe belonging to him, which generally con- 
fills of an incifion in the animal’s ear. .In order to keep their herd 
together and prevent their llraying, thp rein-deer arc twice driven 
out to feed, under proper attendance, and as many times brought 
up to the tents every day ; and this method is conftantly followed 
during the depth of winter, when the days arc fliorteft, and the 
nights fixteen hours long. 

They who arc but little acquainted with the folar fjftcm will 
be at no lofs to account for the reafon, why the fun in that cli- 
mate remains for feven weeks together beneath the horizon, and 
loft In the lower hcmifpherc, leaving inftcad of a clear day-light, 
a twilight only of a few hours. It is not, however, fo dark, but 
that when the fky is free from clouds a man may fee to write, or 
do any common bufinefs in the fliorteft days, from ten in the fore- 
noon to one o’clock in the afternoon, without the help of a can- 
dle : and as during the winter folftice the fun withdraws his light 
for fuch a length of time, it may be readily conceived, that the 
Icflcr luminaries, in thofe days that arc fliorteft, muft fliinc very 
bright, and that the moon gives her light by day as well as night. 
After the fpace of feven weeks is elapfed, the fun again makes liis 
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appearance, renewed in fplcndour, and to common apprchcnfioii 
more brilliant. This happens about the firft of April, by which 
time the days arc fo far lengthened, that the fliadcs of an univcrfal 
night begin to di/appear : and as the fun ccafcs to illuminate the 
land for feven weeks in the winter, fo in the fummer Iblfticc he 
makes the Laplander amends by appearing above the horizon, and 
fliiuing night and day during the flimc fpacc of time ; w herein it 
is to be obferved, that the night’s fun appears paler and Icfs bright 
than that of the day. , 

But to return to our rein-deer — When brought back to the tents 
from feeding, theie animals repofc thcmfelvcs, and form a circle 
round the tents: while they arc in fcarch of the mofs which is 
their food, they fpread widely over the country; let the weather 
be fair or foul, they arc driven out to feed at the regular and ac- 
cullomed time ; and as the herdfmen, in order to flieltcr them- 
fel\ es from a fnow'-llorm, foractimes retire bcliind a hill of ihow^, 
where they may be overtaken by deep, it often happens that a 
w^olf carries off one of the herd which has ftragglcd to a diftance 
from the reft. The office of tending the herds is in general per- 
formed by the children and fervants ; but when the rein-deer are 
the property of a family juft eftablillied, without children or fer- 
vants, in that cafe the wdfe takes the charge upon hcrfclf ; and if 
flic chance to have a young child, which flic fiicklcs, flic takes the 
child, in the cradle before deferibed, with her, and follows the 
herd, however inclement the weather may be. In driving the rein- 
deer, the dogs which the Laplanders keep, and train for this pur- 
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pofe, arc found of the greateft ufc ; and fo well arc they broken- in, 
that they obey the llighteft fignal : this feems to be communicated 
with as much celerity by the dogs to the rein-deer, \vhich, though 
ever fo widely difperfed, foon collcdl themfelves in a body. In the 
winter, when the herd is returned to the tent, and laid down to 
reft, the Laplander, or his wife, goes out and counts the number, 
in order to afeertain ii’any be miffing, and become the prey of the 
•wolf. The Laplanders feldom fail in,dilcovcring when the herd 
has fuftained a lols of the kind, although it would appear no eafy 
taffi wdicn the number is very confidcrablc, which is now and then 
the cafe ; for fomc Laplanders arc faid to poflbfs from one to two 
thoufand head of rein-deer. 

It has been ftated, that it is a rule wath the mountain Laplan- 
der to drive his herd of rein-deer, by turns, twice to pafturc, and 
twice home to his tent in the courfe of a day. In the fummer, 
howxvcr, the gelt rein-deer, and the hinds, or females, are futlered 
to range the woods without a herdfman. In this Icafon, likevvife, 
the hinds arc for a certain time allowed to fucklc their lawns ; 
after which they arc driven into an inclofurc made with branches 
of trees, at fomc fmall diftance from the tents, where the w omen, 
whofc peculiar office it is, befmear the dugs of the hinds witli 
dung, in order that when they are fet at liberty again, the fawns 
may not fuck : after a proper time, the hinds arc driven into the 
fame inclofurc, when their dugs arc found diftended, and arc 
drained of their milk, being firft clcanfcd from the foil. But thelc 
animals do not readily fufter themfelves to be milked, nor until a 
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rope is thrown over their horns to faften them. Although a rein- 
deer docs not give more milk in common than a flic-goat, yet, 
from the numerous herds kept by the Laplanders, they find no 
want of milk, cheefe, and butter. 

They fix yokes about the necks of fuch of their rein-deer as arc 
particularly addided to tlraggllng from the herd. The ropes they 
have are made from feal-fkin, ^s are the reins ufed for the fledges. 

The Laplander, in performing tlie operation of gelding upon 
the rein-deer, makes no incifion with a knife, but employs his 
teeth for that purpofe, bruifing the animal's tcfticles by biting 
them, but w Ithout infliding any outward wound. The callratcd 
deer have difterent names according to their ages ; one of tw o 
years old is called %ntreek, of three years vovt^ers, of four 
of five kmtjhis-harergey of fix makan : after they arc feven years old 
they have no frefli name, but arc flylcd namona-lapeki that is to 
fay, aged, or paft the full age or name. The rein-deer, after that 
operation is fuccclsfully performed, increafes in fize and flcfli be- 
yond the other males, and becomes of great value to his owner ; 
infomucli, that any thing valuable is find to be worth ^ gelt rchi’- 
deer\ audit is clleemed the greateft compliment that one Lap- 
lander can pay to another, to tell him he has as great a regard for 
him as for a rein-deer geldhtg. 

When the Laplander is about to kill a rein-deer, he firft fattens 
him to a pod with a rope, and then ftabs him in the neck with a 
knife, which he withdraw^s from the wound ; the animal then 
ftifs a few flops and falls : after it has lain about a quarter of an 
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hour, the fkin is ftripped from the carcafe : the wound is made fo 
dexteroufly, that no blood iffucs from it, but is found in the infidc, 
whence it is carefully taken out and inclofcd within the paunch 
that has been cleanfed and preferved for ufc. The hide is after- 
w^ards ftrctched out wdth flicks proper for the purpofc, and care- 
fully dried : the ikin of the legs is firft taken oflT, and aftCrw^ards 
fluffed, that it may dry more expedliioufly. 

If a mountain Laplander happen to iVc reduced to a fmall flock 
of rein-deer, he quits the mountains wnth his flimily for the fca- 
ficlc, and betakes himfelf to fifliing, leaving the few deer he pof- 
fclfcs in the charge of fomc other perfon. 

From what has been faid in the former part of this fedion, the 
reader will cafdy recoiled: that the Laplander’s flock of rein-deer 
k tame, and bred under his own eye. It fometimes happens dur- 
ing the rutting fcafon, in autumn, that a buck of the w ild breed 
mixes with the tame herd : if he chance to cfcape the bullets of 
the Laplander, Who ufes his utmoft endeavour to fhoot him, and 
impregnate a female rein-deer, the fawn, which is the produce of 
this irregular cohjundion, rc/cmbles neither fire nor dam ; it is a 
mongrel creature, Icfs than the wild rein-deer, and larger than the 
tame ; for in general the wild breed are the largcft of the tw'o. 
This mule rein-deer is called by the Laplanders a baevrek. 
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SECTION xr. 

0/ the Moik of hanicjjing the Rem-Deer, and the different Sledges 
that are vfcd hy the Laphvukrs — The Manner of Travelling with 
Rein-Deer and Sledges, 

OUCH of the Laplanders as arc rich make ufe of gelt rein-deer 
^ for their fledges ; they who arc lefs wealthy content them- 
felvcs with a fledge drawn by a hind, of female. It requires great 
pains to break thefe animals to the harnefs ; and fome are never 
to be taught at all, whilft others are brought to it by perfevcrance, 
and after a length of time. 

The gear, or harnefs of the rein-deer, Is called by the Laplan- 
ders haggle. They ufe only a rein or thong for guiding the deer, 
which, like a halter for horfes, is faftened to the head of the 
beaft, whilft the other end is held in the hand, being fixed by a 
loop to the right thumb. Over the neck of the animal is put a 
broad collar, made of untanned rein-deer skin, to which a rope 
is^aftened of thongs cut from fcal-skin, or the hide of an ox, and 
lifted together: this rope paffes under the belly, betwixt the 
fore and hind legs, and is made faft to the fledge ; the rope is 
covered with a foft skin, that it may not gall the animal’s legs. 

Another 
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Another collar is fometimes put on by way of ornament, although 
the rope before-mentioned may allb be faftened to it : this collar 
is made of kerfey cloth, and cmbcllillied with tinfcl, having a ball 
hanging from it at the bottom. 

A broad girth furrounds the body of the rein-deer, and is called 
by the Laplanders aagotas. That part of the girth which is under 
the belly is of leather, the other, covering the back and fidcs, of 
kerfey, ornamented with tinfel, and lined with ilviii ; but this 
girth is not in general ufc, though it certainly appears to be of 
feme fcrvice, inafmuch as it has an oj)ening for the rope before- 
mentioned to pafs through, and by that means caufes the fledge 
to proceed w'ith fteadinefs ; whereas the cord being faftened to the 
neck collar only, admits of ftiaking, and unfteady motion out of 
the ftraight line, as the animal bounds from fide to fide in the ve- 
locity and violence of his progrefs. This entire harnefs, bcfidcs 
other trappings which are only uled occafionally, and not ncccfl'ary 
to be here fpccilicd, is the wwk of the Lapland women. 

The fledge Is made cxaAly in the fhape of a boat, having a flat 
ftern. It has a keel and thwarts (to fpcak the language of boat- 
building), and the fide planks have their ends faftened with 
wooden pegs. The fledge is caulked within, fo that no water 
can enter through the fides. The rope by which the fledge is 
drawn is fixed to the head-poft. The Laplanders have four 
difterent kinds of fledges. One called that is to fay, 

the portable fledge, is moft commonly ufed: this Is entirely 
open from head to ftern, and fo light that it may be taken up and 
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carried in the arms : it Is fo Ihort^ that a Laplander^ fitting in ther 
ftern, touches the head with his feet, its width juft admitting of 
room for his legs and thighs clofed together, and fo low that 
with his hands he can fcoop the fnow on cither fide of him. The 
fecond kind of fledge, or the raido-ikrreSy anfwcrs the purpofe of 
a cart, and is calculated to tranfport goods. It exceeds the gict- 
kierres in length, breadth and depth, and is without a deck, like 
the other ; but in order to keep out the fnow, when loaded, it is 

c 

covered over with fkins, which arc faftened to the fides by means 
of the twifted fincw's of the rein-deer, for which purpofe loops cl* 
leather arc placed there. The third fort of fledge, called pulke, is 
likcwdfc employed as a travelling carriage : it is payed on the out- 
fide with pitch, and differs from the firft kind only in having a 
fcal-fkin fixed to the head, which covers the legs and knees of the 
paffengcr. To this feal-lkin b joined a rug, which fpreads over 
his lap, and defends him from the fnow : this likewife is faftened 
by leather loops fixed to the fides, fo that only the upper part of 
the body of the traveller is uncovered, who is befidcs feated on 
Ikins placed in the bottom, as in the fledge called giet-kierres. 
The foui;]bh fpccies of fledge, denominated hk-kierres, is likewife 
payed oh the outfidc with pitch, and ferves for tranfporting provi- 
fions : it is larger than the pulke and giet-kierres, and has a con- 
vex deck over it from head to ftern : from the ftern there is a pro- 
jeSing bolt, by which they raife the hatch when any thing is to 
be drawn out or flowed under the deck. The Laplanders keep 
their tents under a wooden covering, called bildagai, where the 
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fledges likewifc may be lodged which arc not In ufc ; in general, 
however, they turn them upon the fliow, keel upwards, and In 
this pofition they anfwer the purpofe of repofitorics for their vc- 
nifon. 

Before the Laplander enters the fledge, he puts on his gloves, 
wliich have the fur on the outfide; afterwards he places himfclf 
in it, taking the rein, or halter, faftened to the rein deer’s head, 
and tying it about his right thumb. In the mean time the deer 
flands (1111, and the rein hangs on the left fide. When the man 
is ready to fet olF, he fliakes the rein with violence from fide to 
fide, and the animal fprings forward at great fpccd. The driver 
direds the courfe of the deer, which is irregular and ferpcntinc, 
by pulling the rein on the fide he would have him go. When 
the Laplander would travel at the fullcfl: fpccd which the rein- 
deer Is able to make, he places himfclf on his knees, encouraging 
him by certain founds or other movements to mend his pace ; 
and when he would have him flop, he fliifts the rein from the 
right fide to the left, upon which the animal immediately flands 
ftilL 

If it happen that a rein-deer prove rdlitf, or inclined to run 
away, the Laplander, if in company with others, gives up his rein 
to the driver of the fledge immediately before him, who ties it to 
his fledge, and thus the unruly animal is checked in his violent 
fpccd by the more fober rein-deer harnefTcd to the fledge which 
precedes. As, in defeending fleep hills, the fledge is apt to glide 
forward, and prefs upon the hinder legs of the animal, a fccond 
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rciii'dccr is put to tlic flcni of the fledge, with a rein or halter 
faftened to his horns : this ferves the jiimc purpofe as the breech- 
ing belonging to the barnefs of carriages. It fometimes happens 
that the rein-deer which is placed behind the fledge, by moving 
forwards, does not anfwer the intention of checking its velocity 
in the defeent ; in which cafe, after a trial, the animal is rejected, 
and one found that is better trained and more docile. In going 
down fuch hills as are Icfs fteep, the driver can, by a dexterous 
movement of his body only, regulate the Aiding of bis fledge, fo 
as to have no occafion to tack a deer to its ftern. Where the 
defeent is of the ftcepeft kind, a further Iccurity is recpiired, 
namely, the rein-deer is taken from the head and made fafl: to 
the ftern of the fledge, w'hen the fledge, gliding clown, brings the 
animal after it, which ferves as a check to the precipitancy of tl]c 
motion. 

The following is the method taken in tranfporting baggage in 
the fledges before-mentioned, to which the Laplander gives the 
name raido-k'icms : the condiidor of the train of fledges feats 
himfclf in the firft fledge, to the ftern of vvliicli the rein of the 
fecond fledge is faftened, and in like manner the reft follow to the 
number c^f three, four, or five fledges, conned’led w ith one another, 
each fledge being drawn by its refpedive rein-deer, and guided in 
the proper track by the one immediately preceding: the train is 
doled by a rein-deer not harnefl'ed to any fledge, which is done 
with the intention that in defeending any declivity this rein-deer 
^nay be able to check and rcfift the impctuofity of the fledges in 
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their progrefs. It fcldoin happens that the fnow is of fuch depth 
that the rein-deer arc unable to make their way through it : fome- 
tiincs, however, it is the cale that the animal finks in up to his 
belly, when, as may be fuppofed, the traveller can proceed but 
very tardily. 
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SECTION XIL 

Of the Wandering Laplanders, and their Migrations. 

^ HE maritime Laplanders only change their habitations twice 
a year, that is to fay., in fpring and autumn : in doing this 
they leave their huts ftanding until their return ; but this rule is 
not obferved by the mountain Laplander, who, like the ancient 
Scythians, or the modern Tartars and Arabs, is continually wan- 
dering from place to place. In the middle of fummer the moun- 
tain Laplanders, with their families and herds, move towards the 
fca-coaft, and on the approach of autumn, return to the moun- 
tains, Their progrefs is but flow, for they do not proceed above 
four Englifli miles each day, and the whole extent of their migra- 
tion from the fca-coaft to the borders of Swedilh Lapland, docs 
not exceed thirty. When arrived there, they may be faid to be 
ftationary ; bccaufc afterwards they only remove to fliort diftanccs, 
as occafion requires, from one hill or wood to another. As foon 
as winter is pafled away, they feek the fea-coaft in the fame 
leifurcly manner, until they reach the fpot which they have def- 
tined for their fummer rcfidcncc. 

On the road by which they pafs to the lea-coaft, the mountain 
Laplanders conftru<ft a fort of hovel for the purpofe of dcpofiting 
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provlfions, and fuch neccflaries as they may have occafion for in 
their journey. In their return to the mountains in autumn, the 
rein-deer being in that fcafon particularly fat, they kill as much 
vcnifoii as they Judge neceffary, and lay it up in thefe ftore-houfes, 
where it remains during the winter, being intended as a fu])j)ly for 
themfeives and houfchold in the follow ing Ipring, when they fliall 
l)e on their progrefs to the coaft. 

Ill fpring and autumn, the earth being freed from its incum- 
brance of fnow, the mountain Laplander and his family travel on 
foot, his tent and the reft of his baggage being conveyed by the 
rein-deer; and if his wife have a child at the brcall, the inflint is 
carried by her in the cradle already deferibed. 

When he removes in winter, he takes with him every thing 
belonging to his tent, even to the ftoncs which form his hearth ; 
and this he does in order that he may meet with neither difap- 
pointment nor delay when arrived at the fpot whereon he intends 
to pitch his tent. For the brulliwood with which he carpets the 
infidc of his tent, as well as firewood, he trufts to what he may be 
able to procure within a little diftancc. To convey his tent iu 
the winter fcafon, he has a particular fledge, to which he har- 
neffes one of his inferior deer; fb that it may be well fuppofed his 
tent and all that belongs to it, is of no great weight. 

The following is the order of the winter march ; the hufband 
proceeds in the leading fledge, and is follow ed by the wife in the 
fecond, which fhe drives herfclf ; and if flie give fuck, flic has her 
child in the cradle by her fide, carefully wrapped up in furs, with 
VoL. II. E e a fniall 
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a fmall fpace left open before Its mouth to breathe through and 
receive the nipple, which, whenever flie has occafion to put into 
the child’s mouth, fhe is under the neceffity of flopping the 
fledge, as flie is obliged to kneel towards the fide of it, whilfl flie 
applies the infant to her breafl. The refl of the jfamily follow 
the fledges on foot, having in charge to drive the rein-deer the 
way they go. 

It muft appear wonderful that the Laplanders arc able to travel 
in the winter by night as \yell as day, when the earth prefents one 
entire furflice or lliect of fnow, and not a Angle veflige is difeo- 
vcrable of human induflry and labour to direft their way, the 
fnow flying about in all diredions at the fame time, and almofl: 
blinding them ; yet it is certain, that they are at no difficulty to 
find the fpot to which they arc bound, and very rarely meet with 
any accident. They fix bells to the harnefs of the rein-deer, as 
before-mentioned, in order that they may be kept together by 
hearing, when they cannot fee one another, after the light of their 
fliort day fails them. To guide them in their route, they make 
obfervation of the quarter from whence the wind blow\s, and by 
night arc direded by the flars; and, as the miffionary obferves. 
Providence and thefe never fail them, fo that he does not remem- 
ber more than one fatal accident happening during the ten years 
that, as has been already mentioned, he lived amongfl them. 

The Laplander has always his flint, fleel, and matches ready by 
him, which he conflantly carries in a pouch in his bofom, occa- 
flonally to light his pipe of tobacco, or a fire, as neceffity requires ; 

for 
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for it often happens, that when he is upon a journey, he is obliged 
to flop by the way, either from its length, or from being prevented 
going on by the weather. In luch a cafe he has his travelling 
tent, which he ereds as fpeedily as poflible, and, lighting a fire, 
repofes himlclf until he thinks proper to purfue the remainder of 
his journey. Whilft he is thus lodged in his tent, the rein-deer 
is made fall to fome tree. 
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SECTION XIIL 

Of the Quadrupeds and Birds in LapJand, 

T^'MNMAIIK, or Norwcglsin Lapland, abounds in wild rein-deer ; 

but as the inhabitants breed large numbers of the tame fort, 
their whole time is taken up in attending thefe, and they have but 
little Icilbrc to Inint the wild, which arc called When the 
Laplander is inclined for the cha/e in I'ummcr or autumn, he 
takes with him a dog of good feent, which fcldom fails of finding 
out a deer in a very fliort time. As foon as the fportfman has 
roufed his game, he muzzles the dog that he may not bark and 
fright it away. If, on firing, he difeovers that he has only 
wounded the deer flightly, he unmuzzles the dog and fends him 
in purfuit ; and as the rein-deer generally keeps the dog at bay, 
the man has an opportunity of firing a fccond time, when he 
rarely milTcs killing. In autumn, during the rutting feafon, the 
Laplander drives feme of his hinds to thofc parts wdicrc he cx- 
pefts to find the wild rein-deer, and upon a buck prefenting him- 
felf, he fires till he brings him down. It often happens that two 
bucks conteft for the femah s, when the Laplander, ufing the ad- 
vantage of their being engaged, kills one, and fomctinacs both of 
them. 

In 
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In winter the Laplander is able to hunt the rein-deer by track- 
ing them in the fnow. When he is come in fight of his game, 
he quits his fledge, and tying his draught rein-deer to a tree, he 
purfues the wild deer on foot. In many parts of Lapland the 
wild relii-decr is taken by the following devices. When tlie 
fnow has fallen in large quantities, fo as to be paflable only for 

the natives in their fnow flioes, they go in chafe after the wild 

» 

rein-deer, which are unable to run fall, being impeded by the deep 

% 

fnow ; and coming up with them they knock them on the head. 
Another method is, by fufpending ropes with a running noofe in a 
narrow pafs, near tlic places where the wild rein-deer ufually har- 
bour, through w hich the deer being driven, it is hampered by the 
horns and taken. In fomc diftrids of Lapland the wild rein-deer 
has been caught by the following device. A fpace is fenced off in 
thofe parts which the deer chiefly frequent, and on a fpot proper 
for the purpofe : this fpace has a wide entrance, and encrcafcs in 
width in a circular form, ending with a narrow door or palTage. 
The deer driven within this Inclofurc, in order to avoid his pur- 
fuers, betakes himfelf to this narrow pafs, which leads him to 
a declivity ; this is clofcd upon him at the bottom, and he yields 
himfelf a prey, being unable to return, and having his purfuers at 
his heels. This method w’as oftencr put in pradicc formerly than 
of late years, as was that of forcing the deer to take to a lake or 
ftanding water, when they were knocked on the head, or Ihot on 
landing. It has been faid that the Lapland women hunt with 
their huflbands ; but the miffionaiy affirms that this alTcrtion is 

groundlcfs. 
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groundlcfs. It fhould fecm, that the Laplander’s wife confines 
herfclf to the duties of her fituation, and is not ambitious, like 
feme of her fex in other countries to the fouth of Lapland, to dif- 
tinguifli hcrfelf by cxercifes which are better adapted, and more 
properly belong to the men. 

Hares exift in great plenty in Lapland ; they arc white in win- 
ter, but in fummer of the colour they arc ufually found in other 

r • 

places. The Laplanders fometimes flioot them, but for the moft 
part take them in fnarcs and traps. 

Bears are common in Finmark, and different parts of Norway. 
The rein-deer, by their fw iftnefs, are able to elude thofe enemies ; 
but cows, flieep, and goats frequently become their prey. Bcfidcs 
flefh, the bears are exceedingly fond of berries, infomuch, that 
thefe owe their vernacular name to them ; the fame appellation in 
the northern languages fignifying both. Of berries the bear finds 
a fufficient fupply during the fummer in the woods ; he eats herbs 
and grafs likewife In that feafon ; flcfli therefore feems to be eaten 
by him through neceflity, and the want of other food in winter. 
The Laplanders generally affail the bears with their rifle guns ; 
but if they be not killed or difabled by the firft fliot, the hunter 
ftands in great jeopardy, for the wounded animal will then return 
to the attack with the greateft fury. The bear is likewife en- 
fnared by ftratagems of various kinds. * It is a prevailing opinion 
in the countries of northern Europe, that this animal fupports 
himfclf through the winter by a milky kind of moifture that 
exudes from his fore paws, and which he fucks, uttering at the 

fame 
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fame time a ftrange kind of growling or murmur. However that 
may be, it is pretty certain that the bear feeks his prey, in the 
winter fcafon, only in the night time. Now it often happens 
that the Laplander, in fcarch of very different game, by means of 
his dogs, difeovers the retreat which the bear has chofen for his 
winter quarters. Whenever this is the cafe, the Laplander pre- 
pares to furprife him in his retirement ; and in order to this, cuts 
down from the nearcfl trees a numbtr of branches, which he 
plants and interweaves very ftrongly ab:)ut the entrance of his den, 
leaving a fpacejuft fuflicient for him to thruft his head through: 
this done, and being provided with a hatchet, the Laplander fets 
about roufing the fleeping animal, wdio, provoked with the hun- 
ter’s temerity and infults, advances with the utmoft rage towards 
the opening ; but no fooner does he put his head through the 
wicket, which has been made for the purpofc, than the hunter 
levels a ftroke with the hatchet, which, if it hit him below the 
eyes, to a certainty brings the bead to the ground. In hunting 
both the rein-deer and bears, the Laplanders make great ufe of 
their dogs. The greafe of .the bear is in much requeft with the 
inhabitants as a fovcrcign cure, in form of an unguent, for pains in 
the limbs ; but it is a prevailing opinion with them, that it mull 
be applied according to the fex, the male bear’s greafe as a remedy 
for the man’s ailments, and the female’s for thofe of the woman’s, 
and that, when indifcriminatcly ufed, it can be of mo fervice. 

Few or no lynxes are feen in Finmark, but wolves are very nu- 
merous ; and for thefe there are various names in different j>arts 

of 
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of Lapland. Their fur is in general of a yellow or tawny colour, 
but fome are whitifli. The Laplanders often flioot the wolves, 
but more frequently catch them in traps : the fkins are dried for 
fale. 

The fox is an animal of which Finmark produces a.varicty, and 
in the greateft numbers. Some of them arc red, others red with 
a blaek crofs ; others quite black, and fome black w ith long hairs 
on the back, which arc of a filvcr colour at their extremities. 
The {kins of thefe laft, well known by the name of the Jiher- 
haired fox, arc greatly valued all over Europe ; and, by an order 
iiTued in 1052, were referved for his Danifli Majefty’s ufc only. 
At prefen t they arc fold to any purchafer, and chiefly to the Ruf- 
fian merchants, wdio import them into their own country, w here 
they are employed to ornament the drelTes of the firft perfonages 
of the Ruffian empire. Befidcs thefe already fpecified, there are 
found wdiitc foxes with black cars and feet, having white tails 
with black hairs intermixed. The fox is traced in the fnow, and 
followed by the Laplander till within gun fliot. Sometimes he 
is decoyed to a fpot where flefh has been buried under the fnow 
with a view of alluring him ; and while he is eagerly digging 
for the bait which he has feented, the hunter from his conceal* 
ment fires upon him. This kind of chafe is ufually praftifed in 
the night w^hen the moon fhines, or by the light of the aurora 
borealis, whiclf is peculiarly bright in this climate. The fox is 
likewife dug out of his earth ; and a variety of ftratagems and 
devices are called in aid to bring him into the power of his per- 

f) fccutors ; 
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fccutors; he fometimes tails even a vidlm topoifon. It has hap- 
pened that the Ibx, when caught by the leg, has left a part of it 
in the trap, and hobbled away on three legs ; and It is believed 
by the Laplanders, that the fox will facrifice the leg by biting It 
otF, In order thereby to regain his liberty : but is it not more ra- 
tional to fuppbfc the lofs of leg to be occaiioned by the bone being 
firft broken by the trap, and then the fraftured part of the leg 

feparated, by the frequent and violent efforts to extricate himfclf 

♦ 

from the inthralmcnt ? No creature, except man, has been ob- 
ferved to make a willing and voluntary facrifice of life or limb. 

Martens are found in FInmark. Of thefc there are three kinds 
or fpccics ; the Jione marten^ fo called from his frequenting rocky 
places ; his fur is fhort and blackifli, and his tail of a yellowllh 
colour, with an alh coloured throat. The fecond fpecics is called 
the hirch-marten, as he frequents the fpots where thofe trees grow ; 
his fur is yellow, the tail of a purplifh colour, and the throat 
white. The third fort is called, for thedike reafon, the fir-mar- 
terty being found amongft the fir-trees ; its fur is yellow, the tail 
of a tawny colour, and the throat white. The martens are all 
taken in traps, 

Thcguloy or glutton, called by the Danes viclfraSy and by the 
Laplandcis gjeedk, is to be met with in Finmark ; but it is rather 
an uncommon animal. It is furnifhed with (harp teeth and claws, 
and although greatly inferior in fize to the rein-deer, is faid to 
have frequently killed thofe animals; but this is ‘effeded rather 
by furprife than by open aflault, and in the following manner. 
VoL. II. F f 
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The glutton climbs up a tree, and when he fees a deer within his 
reach, he leaps up its back,, and fattens himfclf by his teeth and 
claws until he has killed the animal. The glutton is charged 
with a mott extraordinary pertinacity of appetite, and is faid to 
cafe his ttomach when overloaded, by fqueezing out its contents 
between two trees ; after which he falls to eating again, and con- 
tinues the like pra<ttice as long as any part of his prey remains un- 
eaten. This curious circumttance rcfpcAing the glutton is a tale 
that has been often told, and derived from ancient times, yet docs 
not on that account deferve the more credit. The better and 
more probable opinion is, that this animal having been efpied be- 
tween two trees, in order, by rubbing againft them, to relieve the 
itching of his ikin, it has been fuppofed that he had placed him- 
felf there for the purpofe before-mentioned; and hence this 
ttory has taken its rife, and feems to have given name to the 
bead. The glutton is moreover accufed of robbing thofe repofi- 
torics wc have already deferibed, in which the Laplanders ttorc 
the venifon intended for their fummer emigration; but this 
is a theft which, unlefs there is evidence that the animal was 
caught in the fadl, is as chargeable to the wolf or fox, both of 
them of great notoriety as dexterous thieves, and confeflcdly here 
in great numbers. The fkin of the glutton fetches a great price, 
and is ufed for muffs and the linings of coats. From the fkin of 
the legs, the Lapland women cut out patterns for gloves, which 
they work with tinfcl after their faihion. 

The beaver is found in feveral parts of Finmark by the fide oi 
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lakes and rivers. Wonderful ftories are related of this animal, of 
his extraordinary fagacity in conftruding his habitation for the 
winter, which includes lodging and ftore rooms, bclides a cold 
bath ; moreover, that in the conftrudion of this habitation, he 
makes ufe of his tail as a trowel, &c. all which arc entertaining in 
the perufal, but exceed the utmoft ftretch of probability. As 
impoflible is it to believe tlj^t the beaver Ihould fufFer himfclf to 
be drawn about by his fellows, in order to form a carriage for 
the conveyance of birchen flicks for .building ; a circumftance 
which is inferred from the appearance of their fur being much 
rubbed, as if this might not be more naturally accoifnted for, by 
fuppofing their fkins to be thus flrippcd of their hair from creep- 
ing out and in of their haunts. Thefe narrations arc to be feen 
in the accounts of fome travellers, but we would rather refer to 
them, than give them a place here, as we wifh more to inform 
than merely to amufe. The cqflormm prepared from the beaver 
is ufed as a medicine, and is ftid to have the power of jdriving 
away the whale from fliips or boats wherein it happens to be 
found ; for which purpofc filhermcn occafionally take it to I'ca 
with them. The Laplanders difpofc of the fkins they take in 
Ruflia, the ufe of which in the manufafture of hats, and in lining 
garments, is well known. White beavers have been obferved in 
fome parts of Lapland ; but this is merely a variety, or rather a 
monftrous produftion of nature, and to be clafled with inftanccs 
of the like kind in other fourTooted animals as well as bird.s. 
The beavers are taken in their lurking places by a trap door, which 
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(bus up its entrance, and prevents the animal's egrefs. The Lap- 
landers give to the beaver the name, of majeg. 

Otters abound in I'inmark, where they are called by the Lap- 
landers zhjevres, a name which is applicable to the male as well as 
female of this animal. There are three fpccies or varieties of the 
otter, as, ill. The fea-ottcr, called by the Norwegians the /lav, or 
brem- otter ; the fur of this otter is eparfe, and its colour a pale 
yellow : thefe are very conamon, and the priee of a Ikin is a Danilh 
crown. 2d. The bay-ottor, called in Norway the fiord-otter, and 
fo named becaufe found in the bays and harbours : this otter is 
fmaller, and^is fur brighter than the former, and of a blackilh 
colour ; a fkin of this otter will produce three Danilh half crowns. 
3. The frclh-watcr-otter, .called in Norway vas-otter, having a 
white breaft and raven-coloured back. The Ikin of this otter is 
worth five Danilh half crowns, and often more. The otter is 
eafily tamed, and may be trained to catching filh for the benefit 
of its mailer ; and notwithllanding it is but a fmall animal itlclf, 
it is able to feize and bring a large cod-filh to lliore. Whilll this 
animal is feeding, he conRantly keeps his eyes Ihut, which enables 
the hunter to approach him until he is within gun-lhot. Befidcs 
Ihooting, the Laplander takes the otter in fnares and traps, and 
fells the Ikins to the Ruflian merchants, who make confiderably 
more than cent, per cent, by difpofing of them again in Tartary. 

The coaft of Finmark abounds with feals, which are found 
there of various fizes : the skins of fome kinds are black, of others 
white, and of Ibme of both colours mixed. There are likewife 

fome 
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fomc of that fpecies of animals which arc known by the name 
of fca-horfes ( trichechus rofmapis), by the Norwegians called hvaU 
ros^ and by the Laplanders niofji. The fea-horfe has broad nof- 
trils, a thick tongue, and large prominent teeth, by which he can 
faften himfclf fo the rocks fo as not eafily to be drawn from them ; 

I 

thefe teeth are, for their fuperior whitenefs, preferred to ivory. 
The Laplanders fometimes flioot them, and often attack them 
with clubs when they come on Ihore at the feafon of their breed- 
ing. On thefe occafions the males make a flout refiflance, and 
the femjUcs will fight in defence of their young till they them- 
felves are killed. This animal, as well as the feal, is amphibious, 
being as often feen on the rocks and on the beach as in the Tea. 

Squirrels, to which the Norwegians give the name of ikorn, and 
the Laplanders orre, are taken in many parts of Finraark. They 
are generally Ihot with blunt arrows from crofs-bows,' to preferve 
the beauty of their skins. When they are fold, they arc put up 
in lots of forty Ikins each, which produce to the firft feller a crown 
or dollar. 

The ermine, which is a kind of weazlc, breeds in Finmark in 
immenie numbers : to this little animal the Laplanders give the 
name of boitta. The point of its tail is black, and the reft of its 
body white. It is taken in traps, and, like the common weafle, 
is exceedingly voracious and bold, frequently attacking animals of 
a much larger fize than itfelf. When caught in a trap it conftantly 
voids its urine, which, if it touch the skin, generally ftains it yel- 
low and fpoils it. 


In 
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In Finmark and throughout Norway arc found imtnenfe num- 
bers of mice, called by the Laplanders lemmick, which are the prey 
of both birds and beafts. It is a received opinion amongft the Lap- 
landers, that thc/e mice drop down from the clouds ; a falfe no- 
tion, which appears to have been conceived from tht circumRance 
of many having been obferved to fall from on high, no doubt car- 
ried off by birds which have been forced to loofe them from their 
claws, owing to the vivacity of the little animal's ftrugglcs to ob- 
tain its liberty. 

NotwithRanding the rigour of this climate, it is obferf^ble that 
animals, wild as well as tame, are here remarkably prolific. The 
ewes often bring twins twice a year, and the Rte-goats produce 
conRantly two kids, and fbmetimes three at a birth. 

Many birds are to be met with in Lapland, which have not yet 
been difeovered elfewhere, hence the epithet Lapponicus generally 
denotes fome rare fpecies peculiar only to that part of the world. 
Of this defeription is the jcolopex Lapponicus, or the Lapland wood- 
cock, which has a beak turned up at the end. It is pretty com- 
mon in the bogs of Lapland, though it is not known to inhabit, 
or to vifit other countries : yet it is certain, that thb bird is only 
there during the fummer, and that it migrates to fome other cli- 
mate in the winter ; but where that is, remains a problem. The 
biRorical part of ornithology is Rill very imperfed, nor can it be 
expeSed to advance rapidly, as the information muR be colleAcd 
by degrees, and abRraded from accidental obfervations. It would 
*' be neceflary,” fays BuRbn, “ to follow the birds every -where, 

“ and 
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and to begin with afccrtaining the principal circumftances of 
their paiTage : to become acquainted with the direction they 
take, their retting places, and their abode in every climate ; and 
to obferve them in all thofe dittant quarters. It will therefore 
be the work of time, and require the attention of many fuccecd- 
ing ages, to be able to form as accurate notions refpe<fting the 
birds, as we are in poffeflion of with regard to the quadrupeds. 
** To accomplifti this undertaking, there ought to be conttant 
obfervers in every country where the^ birds fojourn ; becaufc it is 
‘‘ impofliblc for a traveller, who merely pafles through, to bettow 
fufficient time and care upon every thing that ought to be 
taken into confideration.** It is probable that the Lapland 
woodcock may, in his journey, keep a diredion through unculti- 
veted countries, at leatt through fuch as are not inhabited by 
people that might be led to obferve, or be able to communicate, 
the hiftory of that bird. It feems highly probable, that in winter 
they frequent the milder climate of 'Chinefc Tartary, or the 
fouthern parts of Afiatic Ruflia ; and that in fummer they pafs 
into Lapland by the way of Ruffian Tartary, or of Siberia and 
Archangel. 

The only birds that ftay in Lapland during the winter, are the 
^rix and the U/rao. All the aquatic birds arc by the ice compelled 
to change their habitation ; and of tlic others which arc feen 
there, the greatett number only come for the purpofc of breeding. 
And furcly in no country could thefe birds enjoy more tranquil- 
lity, and carry on their amorous intcrcourfe with greater peace 

and 
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and comfort. The Infefts and wild berries funiilh them with a 
plentiful fubfiftence : and as there is no night, which would oblige 
their young ones to faft, or check their growth by its chilling cokb 
they are able to diveft thcnifclves of their family cares in a much 
(horter fpace of time than they could do in other diftrids. 

I have, in the cdurfe of this wwk, mentioned more than once 
the fongs of the birds, with which the woods of Lapland re-echo. 

I have often been aftoniflicd to hear in thefe places birds fing very 
charmingly, which I had before confidcrcd as mute, and totally 
deprived by nature of all vocal power. The motactUa Irochilus of 
Linn<eus, which comes to Italy about autumn, is in Lombardy 
called iui, becaufe its Iliort and abrupt cry bears a refemblancc to 
this found : but the fame bird may juftly be termed the nightin- 
gale of the north. It fettles on the mod: lofty branches of the 
birch-trees, and makes the air refbund with accents melodious, 
bold, and full of harmony. This is likewife the cafe with the em- 
beriza genichsy which has a clear and ftrong voice ; and animates 
with its mufical notes the fhades of the alder and willow-trees, 
that grow by the fidcs of the brooks and rivers. 

But there is another bird, which more highly deferves our ad- 
miration, as it furpaffes all the reft by the beauty of its plumage 
and the fwcetnefs of its voice : this is the motacilla fuecka. It lives 
in the bulhes of marfliy places, and particularly likes to perch on 
the dwarf-birch, (hcttila nanay Linn.); its flight is generally low : it 
makes its neft in the mofs, and lays between five and feven eggs, 
of a greenifti colour, nearly rcfembling that of the mofs, with 

which 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 


225 


w hich they are furrounded. It feeds on infcds and worms, and I 
have fccn feveral of them with caterpillars in their beaks, which 
were deftined for their young. The Laplanders call this bird 
faddan kieHmen, which lignifies hundred tongues, and cxprclTcs 
the nature of its fong ; for this conftantly varies, and is an imi- 
tation of the voices of almoft all the other birds. To the beauty 
of its notes it joins that of its feathers, which arc of a fky blue 
colour, bordered about the throat with a black line, and after that 
with one of a rufty appearance. It feems as if nature, charmed 
with the melodious excellence of the long, had been willing to 
embellifli even the outfide of the organ that produced it, in order 
to render her work quite perfeft. No bird I know of would be a 
more noble objeft for the captivity of a golden cage, to adorn the 
magnificent apartment of fomc of our ladies, who, tired with the 
mufic of art, might, even in the midft of a great town, be de- 
lighted in lending their car to the fimplc harmony of nature. 
Luxury, how^ever, has not yet made war upon this charming fong- 
fter, nor fpread its nets to enfnare him, becau/e he has hitherto 
remained unknown ; and fortunate will it be for that beautiful 
creature, if it always keep aloof from the habitations of men, and 
Iheltcr himfclf from their fcarch by inaccelTible retirement. This 
bird is beyond comparifon fuperior to the nightingale, and far 
better calculated for a companion in a room. The voice of the 
nightingale is too flirill and powerful, and on that account more 
agreeable at a diftance than near: the nightingale, befides, is very 
ordinary in its appearance ; whereas the motacilla fuccica fliincs 
VoL. II. G g with 
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with a brilliant plumage, at the fame time that it enchants thti^ 
ear by the variety of its notes, whifch it' di(plays with fingtildr art, 
changing and modifying them in a manner quite j>cculiar to itfclf. 

The fca and land birds, which are Common in Norway, are all . 
to be found in Finmarlc, and in great varictyi, - 6f thefe, fonfie are 
ftationary and remain all the year, whilft others/ fuppofed to be 
migratory, arc feen only at particular fealghs. Of the firft fort are 
thofc of the eagle and failcon-ldnd, owls, ravens, daws^partridges,: 
the eider duck, fca-crow, and fevcral fpccles p£^terf<J*l. Among 
thofc which appear in fummer, and are not feen after autumn, 
are the wild goolc, a fowl called, iu, the Norway tongue 
koppeti, from a’ prominent piece of llefh on its head, water-hens, 
fnipes, woodcocks, and a great number of fmall birds. 

Some of the falcons are intirely white ; thefe, however*, are but - 
rarely feen ; the feathers of their wings and backs are commonly 
of a grayifli colour, white under the brcafl, with yellow beaks and 
legs. This tribe is very numerous ; they breed amongft inaccef- 
fiblc rocks, and if taken young arc readily trained for the divcrflon 
of hawking : accordingly, the hawks bred here are in great rcqucfl, 
and much fought after from Germany and other parts. 

White owls have been found in the woods of Finmark : this 
bird is larger than the common fpccies of owls, which have white 
wings fpotted, with black winking eyes, a fmall head, broad beak, 
the feet covered with down. Thefe owls have their nefts in pre- 
cipices of the mountains. 

As I am fpcaking of the genus owl (Jirtx), I think I fhall gra- 
tify 
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tlfy the curious in the ftudy of ornithology, by giving them a 
figure of the fcarccll: ftrix that is any where to be met with. It 
is peculiar to Lapland, and has been called by Mr. Thunberg 
' Strix Lapponied, Its fpecific charafter is as follows : — 

Strix Lnpjmica : inauriculata, corporc albido nigro, fafeiato, 
maculatoquc.*’ 

It is larger than the o//V, and fmallcr than the itySica of Lin- 
naeus, The annexed copper-plate will fupply the place of a dc- 
fcriptioii: but it deferves to be noticed, that only two fpccimens 
of this bird ftuffed, exill at prefent in Europe, and thefe arc both 
in Sweden. The one In the mulciim at Uplala, is that from which 
my drawing was taken ; Mr. Thunberg having politely allowed 
me to convey it to my lodgings, that I might copy a likenefs at 
my Icifurc. Very little is known of the hlftory of this bird. I 
have met wdth it myfelf in Lapland, and even purfued one, but 
without fuccefs, as they are extremely fliy, and will not let men 
come near them. 

Crowds breed in prodigious numbers in Finmark, and in other 
parts of Norway, and take their flight in flocks along the fea 
fliorc. Thefe birds, through cold and hunger, become very tame in 
wintci ; at that fcafon they hover about the tents of the Laplan- 
ders, and even venture to come within them, and will pick up 
every thing within their reach. Befidcs thefe, the ravens are very 
numerous, and found to be bold and deftrudlive, feizing fifli hung 
up to dry, and birds taken in fnares, and even attacking fliccp, and 
plucking out their eyes, or tearing open their bellies, 

Gg2 


The 



223 


GENERAL REMARKS 


The pie or magpie is to be met with in certain diftrifts, but 
not in any great quantity ; to this bird the inhabitants of Norway 
have given the name of tun-fugly on account of its attachment to 
the habitations of mankind. If the pie makes his appearance in 
parts where he is not commonly fecn, it is thought to be a fign of 
the approaching death of forae principal perfon reading on the 
fpot. 

Among the pies, there is one of which the miffionary Lcems 
makes no mention, though it claims attention, fince Mr. Thun- 
berg feems to be decidedly of opinion, that it is not a variety of the 
common pic, but a diftindt fpccics, only tu be. found in Lapland. 
As it has, as far as I know, never been figured before, I deem it 
incumbent upon me to prefent it to the reader. Mr. Thunberg 
has named it Corvtu Lapponkus^ and deferibed it in the following 
manner : — 

** Char. Spec. Corvus Lapponkiis : fordidc albus, capitc, collo, 
‘‘ pedore, allfcjue bafi cinereo-fufeis.” 

“ It is found,” fiiys Mr, Thunberg, in jheTornea Lapmark. 
The general charadlcriftics of this bird are the fame with 
thofe of the common pic ; it is, however, very wild, and fel- 
dom fiiffers any one to approach it within fliot. It builds its 
** neft upon trees, in mountainous or high fituations: it is not every 
** year to be feen near houfes ; but when it comes, it generally 
** makes its appearance towards the end of autumn, or in the be- 
** ginning of winter, accompanied with about four young ones. 
In winter it fliews itfclf chiefly when the weather is about to 
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CONCERNING LAPLAND. 


229 


fct in very fevere, and it ferves to the pcafant as a fign, that the 
cold will be intcnfc, and the fnow abundant. This happened 
in the year 1796, according to Dr. Eklund’s* obfcrvation, who 
had the goodncfs to procure me a fpccimcn of this bird, which 
was hitherto quite unknown. At firft fight it fecms to refem- 
ble the common pic, but it is Icfs by onc-fourth part, and dif- 
fers from it in its manners and habits. The tail tapers to a 
point, the feathers being of unequal length : the feathers of the 
belly, the upper part and points of the wings, are white ; the 
neck, bread, the fore part of the wings, the thighs, and the tail, 
** of an afh-colour, with this difference, however, that the tail is 
more light above : the beak and the legs are black.” 

There is a peculiar kind of fowl commonly found in the woods 
throughout Finmark and all Norway, which feems to be a variety 
of the buftard or dotterel. To the male the Norwegians give 
the name of iodJtr, which they pronounce as if written dotter ; 
the female they call roey. The male is about the fizc of a full- 
grown turkey of the largeft breed, and like that fowd he occa- 
fionally fpreads his tail and (hakes his wdngs : his belly has black 
and white feathers, his back and wings arc of an alh-colour. 
The hen is not fo large as the cock ; her wings and body have 
feathers of a dufky yellow, with fpots. The flcfli of this fowl is 
equally efteemed with that of the common buftard. 

Partridges are very numerous ; they arc of two forts, the one 

* Kklund is a diflinguiflied ornithologift, and particularly converfant with 
the ::vs ^ birds. 
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frequenting the mountains, the other keeping to the plain. In 
fummer they arc of tlie colour they are feen clfcwhcre, but in 
winter they have white feathers; and when they lie half covered 
with fnow, they arc fearedy difccrnihlc from it. Partridges arc 
taken by the Laplanders in great numbers after the following 
manner : a low hedge is made with twigs of the birch-tree, open- 
ings being left at fmall dillances juft large enough for the birds to 
creep through. In thefe openings fprings arc placed of cowls’ hair, 
with a running noofe ; and the partridges, coming to feed on tlic 
buds of the birchen boughs, and endeavouring to pals thefe holes, 
are taken in the lhare. 

Pigeons and doves (called by the natives of Norway due) 
arc found in many parts of Finmark, and on the borders of Iluffia, 
but they arc by no means a common bird. There is a kind of 
plover (charadrtus) which, in the Danifli language, is called hrok^ 
fugif much admired for the gloffy black of its feathers, and the 
delicacy of its flclh. This bird is very common in Denmark, and 
frequently found in Finmark ; it appears early in the fpring, and 
is not feen after the fummer is paft, during wlfich time It makes 
its neft, and breeds Its young, which have at firft brown fpotted 
feathers that arc afterwards replaced by black. Of this bird there 
are found fome varieties, which have diftcrent names. 

l^ofulcs thefe, there arc fcvcral forts of thrullies, the flefli of 
which is thought to be delicate. There arc llkcwilc woodcocks, 
Ihipcs, fnow birds, linnets, goldfinches, fifklns, and a variety of 
other fmall birds. The cuckoo is found here, but the ftarling, 

the 
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the houfc fparrow, and fome other birds common to other coun- 
tries, are not to be met with. 

The fw'an is found amongft: the fca- fowls, and taken by the 
Laplanders in fnares contrived for the purpol’c. 

The wild, or, as it is called in Norway, the gray goofe, is a yearly 
vifiter in the fummer feafon, and takes up its refidence in the 
fmallcr uninhabited iflands on the fea-coaft, where it breeds : In 
autumn it leaves Finmark, and returns fouthward, accompanied 
by its young. In thefe flights the wild geefe are formed into fo 
regular a body, as to appear to be conduced by a leader, a Angle 
goofe fcemingly bringing up the rear, l^hey arc obfer\ ed to have 
particular ftages or relling places In their migration, where they 
remain for nights, and fjmetimes whole days, placing a goofe as 
centry, to be on the watch, and give an alarm upon the approach 
of an enemy. Notv/ithftanding the extraordinary warlncfs of this 
fowl, the Laplanders llioot great numbers with their ])Icccs, and 
take many more by various devices : they are often furprifed in 
their retreats, when, owing to their having flicd their wing fea- 
thers, they are unable to fly, and become an ealy prey to their 
purfuers, who hunt them yearly during the time they remain in 
this Hate. There is a variety of this fowl called the Finmark 
goofe, which differs both in fize and colour from the wild fort. 

Of ducks there is in Finmark a very great divcrfity ; amongft 
thefe the moft remarkable is the eider duck, called in the language 
of Norway, the edder fugL Thefe arc found in large numbers, 
and fometimes feen in flocks of a thoufand. Their down feathers 
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arc valuable, being of a peculiar foftnefs, and much efteemed on 
account of their lightnefs and warmth. This bird is eafily taken, 
and will not readily quit its neft on the approach of a man. 

The fca-coafts abound with pelicans, cormorants, and other 
birds, which breed moft plentifully in holes of rocks fcarccly ac* 
ccfliblc : the Laplanders, however, contrive to take the eggs of 
thefe fowls in confiderablc quantities, and oftentimes the birds 
thcmfelvcs by means of baited hooks faftened to ropes. 

I fliall conclude this feftion by giving a lift of the quadrupeds 
and birds peculiarly belonging to Lapland and Finland, according 
to the fyftcm of Liniitcus. 

Quadrupeds. 

Canh Lagopus ; the white fox, likewife the black, and the one 
marked with a crofs upon the back : thefe are generally 
confidcred as varieties, though fomc naturalifts feem in- 
clined to diftinguifla them as fpecics. 
llvcrra Luircoluy or Mitjkla LntreoJa, (by the Finlanders called T/- 
cliun ) rcfcmblcs the marten. 

Miifkla Gnlo, or Vrjus Gnloj the glutton, 

Mif/khi KivaliSy the white wccfcl. 

Urfiis ArtfoSy the bear. 

Gajior Fiber, the beaver. 

Mns Lonnus, the Lapland marmot ; in fomc years very abundant. 
Sciunis, the fquirrel. 

Cervns TaranJus, the rein-deer. 
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Birds. 

Fako Genttlis : on the mountains of Daiccarlla. 

S/rix Scaudiaca ; little known. 

Sirlx Vlula , . 

Strix Lapponkd. New. 

Otis Tetrtw. 

Otis Ar6iica. 

Corpus hifuujlus. Very plentiful in Weft Bothnia. 

Cot'vus Lapponici/s Thunb. — See the Tranlaftions of the Academy 
of Stockholm. 

Fiats Tridikiyl/iSt the three* toed woodpecker, remarkable for 
having only three claws, when all the other fpecics of 
picus have tour. It is rather fcarce in Lapland, but more 
common in Norw'ay. 

Anas Fiijaty 
Atlas Nigra, 

Anas Marila, 

Anas Spetiahilis, 

Anas Albifrons, 

Anas F.r\thropiiSy 
Anas Htemalis, 

Anas Crecca, Thefc birds alfo come to Stockholm in fpring from 
Finland and other par^s ; but they pafs the fum- 
mer in Lapland. 

A/ca Ardiica, and AIca Alee, arc more frequent on the Frozen 
Ocean than on the fwcet waters of Lapland. I have 
killed fame of them near the North Cape. 
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rrocclLirh i G hxaul'is, 

PJcojfih's Carbo, and Pcltyunns Bajfanus, arc found in the gulf of 
liothnia. 

The Colymbi, L,in^ and Sterna, are not cxaftly indigenous in 
Lapland. 

Lams Glancns; lives in the E'rozen Ocean. 

Phrtalca LeucoroPui ; feldom found in Lapland. 

Ardea Nigra, and Arden Alba, arc faid to be found in Lapland, 
but are not indigenous. 

ScoJopax Phaopus. 

Scohpax Glottis, the great dark-coloured woodcock, with a very 
long beak, the lower half of which is red. It is alfo fccii 
in other places, but rarely. 

Scohpax Fufea. 

Scohpax Lapponica, 

Tringa Lobata, 

Trhiga Alptna, This fpccies was allb feen in Scania in the year 
1789 . 

Tringa Pugnax, the niff and reeve. 

CharadritiS Morhiellus, Cliaradrins Apricarius, and Charadrius Plu- 
viaUs. Thefe, as other birds of paffage, which feed upon 
flics and infefts, vifit different parts of the world in fpring 
and autumn, according to the different climates and the 
food they require. 

Tetrao Lagopus. In winter it is quite white ; in fummer it rc- 
femblcs the female of the groufe, except in the tail fea- 
thers, which are always black. 
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Tetrao Bonajia. 

Tiirdus Rofcus ; lives during the fummer in Lapland, where they 
flioot it. It is laid alfo to be found in Egypt, perhaps at 
a diftcrent fcafon. 

Emberha Nivalis. It wanders fometimes as far as Germany, when 
the winter is very fevere. 

Frinp^illa Luleajis ; difTicult to meet with and to afccrtaln by the 
defer! ption of Linnaeus. 

Frhfgilla Lapponira, 

Fringilla Montana : frequently found in tlic more fouthern parts 
of Lapland, and even in Upland. 

Motacilla Snecica; by the Laplanders called SadJan Kiellinen, 
which means (the bird) of hundred tongues.'* 
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SECTION XIV. 

Of the Aviph'thioiis Animals, the Ffhcs and Fijheries, 

TF wc would ftrldly follow the arrangement of Linnaeus, wc 
^ fliould now fpcak of the amphibious animals in Lapland, before 
wc come to treat of the fiflies and the filherics. However the 
ampliibious tribe is by no means numerous, as it only confifts of 
the lacerta pahjlris, and, we may perhaps add, the petromyzon jin- 
viatUis. The lacerta paluftris is found in fevcral other places bc- 
fidcs Lapland. There arc fo many fabulous accounts of this ani- 
mal among the inhabitants of the North, that one may cafily be 
milled by the different ftories that arc related of it: they, for in- 
ftance, tell you, that it lives in the water; that it frequently 
bounds up from the water, or the furface of a lake, and fettles on 
the branch of a tree ; that there it begins to laugh, or to make a 
noife like that of a man’s laughing ; and fo on. But thefc won- 
derful tales would probably vanilli before the enquiring eye of an 
attentive obferver. The petromyzon fluviatilis follows in fpring, 
when it begins to thaw, the courfe of the rivers, and becomes the 
prey of the colymhi, and other water-fowls. 

The rivers in Finmark contain great plenty of falmon in the 
feafbn ; and on the coaft are found cod, hake, ling, haddocks, 
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whitings, ikatc, hollibut, and a variety of other fifli in abundance. 
Thefe are caught and prepared for foreign markets, a traffic 
which might be carried on to a more confidcrable extent than 
what it aftually is, fo as to fupply almoft the whole of Europe. 
It is not our intention to enter into a detail of that fubjeft, but 
merely to give a concife account of the fiffi in thef; fcas, and the 
methods adopted by the Laplanders for taking them, together 
with fome particular circumftances refpefting thefe matters, which 
have not been noticed by other travellers. 

About Candlemas-day the whales appear in aftonifliing numbers 
upon this coaft, not only in the open feas, but alfo in the bays 
and harbours, being allured by the purfuit of the cod, herrings, 
and other fiflics. Thefe latter endeavour to efcape by approach- 
ing clofe to the ffiorcs, where they are taken by the fifficrmcn in 
the greateft quantities. There are fcvcral fpecics of the whale ; but 
this animal has been fo fully and fo often deferibed, that it will 
be unnccclTary to fay any thing of it, further than to obferve, that 
they arc frequently caft on ffiorc upon thefe coafts, when, as is 
fuppofed, they have left the deep water on being wounded by the 
harpoons of fifliers, or by their great enemy the fword-fifli, here- 
after to be mentioned, and by unwarily coming too nigh, they 
are ftranded and taken by the Laplanders. 

Many kinds of fifli belonging to the cetaceous tribe, arc found 
in thefe fcas. Among them the moft remarkable is the fw^ord- 
fifli, an inveterate and declared enemy of the whale. This fifli, 
called fonictimes the fsa-lwimd^ docs not differ much in fliajK* and 
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fizc from the grampus^ or fmall whale. The weapon, which is 
likened to a fword, conftitutes his back fin ; and with this, and 
his lharp teeth of about a finger’s length in both jaws, he attacks 
the whale whenever he meets him, and purfucs him until he 
drives him on fiiorc or kills him. That fifli docs not only engage 
the whale fingly, but alfo in company with other fpecies ; fo that 
the great tyrant of the deep, to whofc infatiablc appetite fuch 
numbers of fifti become every moment a facrifice, is not with- 
out his enemies, by whom at length thofc viftims of his voracious 
dc/potifm arc fare to be avenged. 

Another cetaceous fifli is here known by the name of Jpnrigcr, 
which, in the language of Norway, fignifies a jumper. This name 
is given to it becaufe it is obierved to leap frequently out of the 
j'ca w^ith great force, after which it falls back with a loud noife. 
This fifti is near three yards in length, and in winter generally 
keeps the main fea ; but in the fummer it often feeks the ftiallow 
waters of the bays, when, being difeovered by its frequent leaps, 
the fifliermen furround it with nets, to avoid which the filh throws 
itfclf on the beach, and is feized upon without difficulty. 

Porpoifes, to which the Norwegians give the appellation of 
are fecn in great numbers. The Laplanders fometimes find 
them in calm weather ftceping on the furfacc, and thus flioot 
them, which they rarely fuccecd in when they are rolling in the 
water. The Laplanders, as well as the inhabitants of Finmark 
and Norway, are exceedingly fond of the flefh of the porpoife. 

The fliark is found in all feas, but abounds in that of w hich wx 
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are fpeaking : it is called, in the Norwegian tongue, Jjaaclhernn^^, 
and by the Laplanders, akkalagges. There arc fcvcral fpeclcs of 
fliark, all of which yield a great quantity of oil or blubber. The 
Laplanders cat I’rccly of the flefli, which they cut into fteaks and 
broil. So voracious is this fifli, that lharks have been taken with 
other lharks of a fmaller fizc in their ftomachs, and even with the 
hooks, lines and wxights which were laid for other filh, having 
fw'allowxd not only the filli that were thus caught, but the whole 
tackle together with them. 

The hollibut, Ikatc, turbot, and flounder, are taken In the 
Northern Ocean in vaft quantities. The Norwegians call them 
by the general name of qvejtay but the Laplanders have diftinft 
terms for each. The Ikatc and flounder fcoured and dried, the 
heads, fins and tails being cut off, arc fent into Denmark and 
other countries of the North, where they are eaten In that ftatc, 
and confidered as an agreeable relilh. 

The cod-fifli confifts of fevcral fpccics ; thefe are found in the 
feas of Finmark in great plenty, and in the higheft perfeftion : 
accordingly they form a confidcrable article of commerce. There 
is a fpecics of cod which remains the wdiolc year on that coall, 
and which, at certain fcafons, is poor and lean. Another Ibrt 
Ihews Itfclf about Chriftmas, and is at that time very full of roc ; 
and a third kind is much efteemed, which is called torjkcy and 
known to the Engllfli by the lame name, though it is fometimes 
written as that is pronounced, viz. Uijk. There is moreover a 
Ipecics which, from its Norwegian name modde^ is called mud-fjh 
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by the Englifli fiflimongcrs, to whom it never comes but In a 
pickled Hate. The Laplanders take the cod and torike by line 
and hook only, but In fomc diftrifts of Norway they arc caught 
with nets. They arc found on different parts of the coaft at dif- 
ferent feafons, but arc never known wholly to forfakc it ; a<.cord- 
ingly the time ot filhing for them varies with the place. The 
cod and torske, which are taken In the winter, are carelully piled 
up as they arc caught, in buildings conftruded for the purpofe, 
having their fidcs open and expofed to the air. Here the) re- 
main frozen until the following fprlng, when the weather be- 
coming milder, they arc removed to another building of a like 
conftrudion, in which they arc prepared for drying. The heads 
arc cut off, the entrails taken out, and the remainder hung up in 
the air. Fifli caught in the fpring arc immediately conveyed to 
the fccond houfe, and dried in the above manner. The fifli thus 
cured, from their round and ftlff lliape, receive the names of 
rund-fjky or Jiock fjky and arc known to us by the laft name, viz. 
,flock-fJ}i. The cod, torlkc, ling, &c. caught in the fummer feafon, 
on account of the warmth of the wxuthcr, are only to be prclervcd 
by the common methods of curing with fait. The merchants 
who purchafe ftock-fifli attend to the brightnefsof the colour, and 
obferve that the flcfli be not foft and fpongy, both which deleds 
arc occafioned by the unfavourable ftatc of the atmoipheie at the 
time of cxficcation. 

Herrings are found In thefc feas in immenfe profufion, but the 
LapLanders have neither nets nor fkill to take them ; accordingly 

they 
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they arc only ufed by them as bait for fuch fifli as they do catch. 
Indeed, confidering the incredible numbers of fifli in this neigh- 
bourhood, it appears wonderful that the fifliery is not carried on 
with more fpirit and ability ; but there feems the like inattention 
here to this, fpccics of human induftry, as is obfervable in the 
fiflicries on the northern coafts of Great Britain, It may per- 
haps be the policy of Denmark rather to promote the falmon and 
cod fiflicries than that of herrings, and probably the impoflibility 
is fecn of rivalling the Dutch at foreign markets, who have ob- 
tained a preference by their excellent method of curing this fifli. 
Befidcs the fifli juft mentioned, thefe fcas furnifli fturgeon, lam- 
preys, flounders (called in Norway Jlynders)^ foies, turbot, and 
moft of the fifli to be met with on other coafts, befidcs lobfters, 
crabs, jirawns, and other fliell-fifli. The lakes arc ftored with 
pike, perch, trouts, eels, and other frefli water fifties. 

Before we clofe our catalogue of Lapland fifties, wcftiould think 
ourfelves unpardonable not to notice what has been laid of a fea- 
monftcr called the krake, or, as the word has been ufed in the 
plural number, the kraken. This prodigy is fuppofed to be a fifli 
that rarely appears on the furfacc, but has occafionally been feen 
by filhermen who were looking for a proper place to throw their 
nets. They were fometimes furprifed on fuch occafions at find- 
ing, after the firft time they threw the lead from their boat. In 
order to afeertain the mcafure of the water, that the apparent 
depth continued to diminifti every time they repeated the expe- 
riment ; and imagining that this dccrcafc could be only occafioncd 
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by the lead having lighted upon the back of fomc Immcnfcly 
large fifli, which muft be in the ad of riling to the furface, they 
fet thcmfelves about rowing from the fpot with all pofliblc haftc ; 
and when it happened that they could perceive the filh upon its 
emerging to the furface, it appeared covered with weeds, coral, 
and marine plants. There is a tradition in thofc northern coun- 
tries, of a Romifli Bilhop landing upon the back of one of thefe 
monfters, and celebrating mafs upon it during the time he re- 
mained there. Such are feme of the particulars which have 
been related refpeding this extraordinary produdion of nature ; 
Itories that appear to have been fwcllcd out and augmented in the 
courfc of narration from one credulous hearer to another, and in 
all likelihood had their origin in fome dead whale of extraordinary 
bulk being feen floating on the furface, on whofe back had grown 
thofe marine plants, and other fubftanccs which ufually fallen to 
inert bodies in the feas. This incident afterwards was incrcafcd 
to that of a floating illand, or fome fea monftcr as large as an 
ifland, to which at laft they gave the name of the krake. In fliort, 
the tale of the iraken is fupported on much tlic fame ground as 
the ftories of gholls and hobgoblins ; for they too are believed by 
many, though no evidence can be produced ot any credible perfijn 
that has feen them. 

The wives of the maritime Laplanders fliare with their huf- 
bands iri the employment of liflfing, which is not the cafe with 
women in general in other parts of Norway. The mountain 
Laplanders, when removed in the fummer fcalbn to the fea coall, 

engage 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. ^ 243 

engage in that occupation during the time they Iby. In winter, 
when the lakes and rivers arc clofely bound up with ice, they 
contrive, ncverthclcfs, to purfue the avocation of filhing; and 
even take confidcrablc quantities, by cutting holes in the ice, and 
putting their nets through them into the water under the ice. 
The Laj)landcis ufc, for their nets, the bark of the birch-trcc 
inftcad of cork ; and as they grow no hemp, they form their ropes 
and lines of tl\c finews of the rein-deer. 

The river Tana takes its rife in the diftant mountains of Lap- 
land, runs through Eall Finmark, and after receiving in its courfe 
fcvcral frnall ftreams and torrents from the mountains, at length 
empties itfclf with a very rapid current into the fea at a bay to 
which it gives its name ; this river is remarkable for producing 
jiilmon of an extraordinary fize and rich flavour. The falmon 
filhcry begins here early in the fpring, and is over at the end of 
the fccond week after Midfummer-day.* Large quantities of 
lalmon arc alfo taken in the riven Alien in Weft Finmark : this 
river likewife gives name to the bay in which it meets the fca. 


* It may not be amifs to fpccify the genus falms^ as it is found in that country, 
according to a communication from my valuable friend Dr. Quen/cl. It is as 
follows : 

Salmo Salary the common falmon, which goes up the rivers in fummer for the 
puipofc of dcpofiting its fpawn. 

Salmo Alpinus is alfo found in the lake of Wennern in Sweden. 

Salmo Lavarctusy called Jik by the Swedes, is caught at the cataracts when it is at- 
tempting to mount up. 

Salmo Thymallus : harr in Swedifli. It is alfo to be met with in the rivers of 
Westrobothnia and A ngermaiiia. 

li 2 
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The fifliery in this river begins about Midfummer, at which time 
the falmon are in full perfeftion; after this they are obferved to 
dccrcafc in fizc and goodnefs. The falmon is caught in wears, 
and the fifliery itfelf put under certain regulations. The following 
is the method of pickling thefe fifli : they arc firft fplit, carefully 
wafhed, and faltcd with the beft fait that can be procured ; and 
after lying fome little time in the fait, they are packed up in 
oaken cafks and prefled down with weights. The calk is kept 
open, and brine daily poured in until the filh is found pcrfcdlly 
cured, when tlic calk is faftened up. 

From the produce of the fifliery a tenth part is dedudled in kind, 
which tenth is equally divided into three parts, one of which goes 
to the king, another is for the ule of the pallor. or minillcr of the 
church, and the remaining third is appropriated to keep the 
church in repair. 

To the fifties of Lapland fliould alfo be reckoned thofc which 
inhabit the Northern or Frozen Ocean, but w^e cannot here enter 
into a defeription of them ; much lefs would it fuit our purpofc 
to enumerate thofe which are common in other countries. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XV. 

Of the Infe£is and Tfiaceotts Animals of Lapland, 

OINCE Dr. Qucnzel’s travels in Lapland, this country has fur- 
^ niftied many interefting objcdls to the cntomologifts and col- 
Icftors of infeds throughout Europe. In the time of Linnaeus 
there was not a fingle infeft of the clafs Icpidopiera known as in- 
digenous in Lapland ; and it is almoft incomprehcnfible how the 
great phalana and papilios, that hunt the ncftarics of thofe flowers 
which cmbcllifli thefe northern diftricfts, could have efcaped the 
fearchlng eye of fo attentive a naturalift. Dr. Qucnzcl difeovered 
fcvcral fpccics, and brought with him a great number of fpcci- 
mens, which were foon fcattcrcd over Germany, and all coun- 
tries where thefe objcdls are efteemed and collcdcd. It is an un- 
fortunate circuniftance, however, that collcftions of that kind arc 
often confidercd as mere articles of fliow ; and that the eiitomolo- 
gifts are frequently nothing more than walking inventories, that 
have their heads filled with a gothic mixture ol Greek, Latin, 
and barbarous names. 

Entomology, when ftudled by a philofophical obferver, may 
become a purfuit of great importance to focicty, and lead to dif- 
covcrics of eflential benefit ; but while the zeal ot cntomologifts 

confifts 
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confifts in a rage of making colleftions, in bringing together what 
is beautiful or fingular, and ferves to amufe an empty curiofity^ 
little advantage is to be cxpedlcd from their labours. The true 
objccl’t in thefe rcfearches ought to be, to obferve the manner in 
which the in/ccSs live, what qualities they poflefs, how they arc 
transformed, and what influence they have upon the general 
economy of nature. How much remains yet to be difeovered in 
thefe little animals, in whofe very fmallnefs nature fliows hcrfelf 
fo great ? Some of their fenfes, as that of hearing and fmelling, 
moreover the funftions of the antenna?, the form of their eyes, 
their love, their generation, their means of defence, and of pro- 
viding for their different wants; all thefe are things that are as 
yet but very impi?rfedly known. It is among the Infcds that 
we perceive the moft extraordinary deviations from the common 
courfe of nature. Thus we find that the aphides bring forth eggs 
and living young ones fcvcral times following, after only having 
been once impregnated by the male. In the genus plialamc there 
arc fomc of which the females are without wdngs, and never en- 
joy the plcafurc of flying except w'hen they enjoy the embraces of 
the male, that carries them into the air, as it wxrc, to indulge the 
rapture of love in the arms of zephyrs. Who is ignorant of the 
fagacity, induftry, and regularity of the bees ? Who w ould have 
imagined that there arc infeds that re-produce their limbs, and 
even their heads, when cut off? The aircnlio antiodontalgkus, 
which has the power of allaying the tooth-ach ; the medoe maja/is, 
ufcful in hydrophobia ; the lyita vejicaiona, which draws blifters ; 

the 
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the bomlyx, or filk-worm, and others, are Infcds for the utility 
of which we arc indebted to the obfervations of true entomo- 
logifts. 

There is ftill a wide field open for difcoverics of the like nature. 
If, for inftance, it were afeertained which caterpillars are moft 
injurious to the vegetation of young trees, our endeavours to de- 
ftroy them might be direded accordingly. Several arc pcrniciour, 
to the grain ; thefc alfo might be pointed out and fuccefsfully 
fubdued. On the other hand, the entomologift might fhow new 
advantages to be derived from fome infedls that are as yet un- 
known. The iermeSy blaita, derm^es, ihiea, may perhaps at fome 
future period be looked upon wdth Icfs apprehenfion and diflike 
than thofe infers which arc now efteemed pqrfedly innocent ; 
and the hufbandman, by the exertions of the entomologift, be 
freed from the fear of feeing the fields that he cultivates with the 
Iweat of his brow, changed into barren and unfruitful ground. 

The new fpecies of infeds which have been found in Lap- 
land, offer as yet no flriking difcoverics of pradical benefit. The 
firft ftep always muft be to know a thing before we can iriycrti- 
gate its ufe, and in this we are greatly aflifted by a fcicntific 
method and claffification. Travellers have hitherto only been 
able to fearch for and gather materials; they have made collec- 
tions, and given lifts and deferiptions : of this kind will alfo be 
found to be that which is prefen ted to the reader in this work. 
To render it more intcrefting, the figures arc added of fuch in- 
feds as have not yet obtained a place in any collcdion of prints. I 

fliall 
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fliall proceed to the catalogue of infeds ; after previoufly noticing 
an obfervation, communicated to me by Dr. Quenzcl, viz. that 
the phalana, which with us only appear towards the evening, 
and fly in the night, follow quite the oppofitc pradice in Lap- 
land ; they fly about In the day-time, and go to reft, and difap- 
pear when the fun is near the horizon. This is a fad, for which 
I cannot account, and which I muft leave for others who are more 
competent to explain. 


List of iNSEcxb. 

Scarahaus Fcateus. 

Scarabans Depre/piS, f. Fenniais. 

Scarabaus Sabnleti 
Scathes Ardlicus, 

Trogofita Thoraclcuy 
Trogojita Corticalls, 

Carabus Borealis, 

Carabas Nivalis, 

Carabus Guttula, 

Carabus Alpinus : it fleeps in the night on the grals. 
Carabus Apricarins : on the mountains of Dalecarlia. 
Elaplirus Striatus : on the banks of rivers. 

Dytifeus Ar6licns, 

Dytifciis Dolahratus, 

Dyti/ens Ajffinis, 

Dytifeus Alpinus, 


Dytifeus 
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Dytifcus Lhieatus. 

Gyrlnus Bicolor : in Finland. 

Elophorus Fotnicm. 

Xylita Ferrughiea, 

Hypnhis Qtiadriguttatus. 

Anihicus Ociilatus : in Finland. 

Anthicm Ferrnghieits, 

Cantharis Alphia, 

Cantharh Pihfa, 

Malachhis Flavipes ; in Finland. 

Dermejies Scbafferi. 

Dermejies Glaberrimm, on the mountains of Dalccarlia. 

Demuxes Ater ; in Finland. , 

Sllpha Tomentofa. 

Silpha Rugofa : this infcdl is to be met with in any part of Swe- 
den ; and in Lapland it abounds, 

Cocchiella Ana Us, in Finland. 

Cocchiella Trifafciata. 

Cocchiella Botlinica, 

Cocchiella Hyperborea. 

Cocchiella ArSlica, 

Cocchiella Bifajciata. 

CaJJida Sanguinolenta^ in Dalccarlia. 

Cliryfomela Lapponica. 

Chryfomela Difpar : Var. y, 

Crioccris Betula, in Weft Bothnia. 

Vol.il Kk 
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Cifiela AxUlarhy in Finland ; the name is not fuitable, 
CryptocephaJus AJfinhy in Finland. 

Crypt ocephal us Coniiger : Var. y, 

Cryptoccphalus VirirgutuSy 
Cryptoccplidliis Scxpnn6iatiis : Var p. 

Crypt ocepliahis Cory It : Var. y, 

Cryptocephalus Pint : Var. p. 

Dryops /Enea, in Finland. 

Da/ytes Linearis. 

Lymcxylon Paradoxunty in Finland. 

Serropalpus Strintus : Dircca barbata, Fabric. 
liipiphorus Fennkus. 

Buprejks Congener. 

Bnprejies Acuminata. 

Biiprejics Morio. 

Note. The above mentioned infeds arc contained in Paykull’s 
Fauna Succica, where the defeription may be compared. 

The following are to be found in the work of Fabricius : 

Fdater Trl/lis. 

FJater Melanc ho liens. 

E/ater MetalUcus : a new fpecies. 

Elafer Rlparins. 

Leptura liiifcolUs e Finlandia y vcl L. Tlioracica. 

Leptura Strigihta. 


Leptura 
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Leptura Intenogathnh : alfo Var. duodccim maculata. 

Lcptura Smaragduh. 

Leptura Marghiata. 

Leptura Lamed : alfo found in the other provinces of Sweden. 
Leptura SemacuhUa. 
lihinomacer Attelaboides. 

CurcuUo Ar^ticus, 

Curcnlio Pmeti. 

Curcuho A^tliiops. 

Stiiphylinus Alphins, 

Papllio Embla, 

Papilio Gt^oU) 

PapUklhr,.,. I See the Stockholm Tr™Mi»„sol the 

' ycetl-tll. 

Papilio Frigga, 

Papilio Freya, 

Papilio Pales : this is alfo found in Germany. 

Bomhyx Lunigera, 7 Copenhagen Tranfaftions. 

Bombyx Quenzeli, ^ 

Bomhyx Morio : <iuitc black, with pellucid wings. 

Bomhvx Lapponiea; Tlmnhcrg. 

mlla Dh,rg«,s. which, oeeotdlng to d'Antle. Ifcw.fe found 
upon the Pyrenees ; but this may be a diftercnt fpccics. 

Nciiua Heliophila, 
yioSina Fimejia, 

Nobim CinSta, 

Noiiua Cordigera. 
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Phryganea Pliahinoides. 

Tenthredo Luconm. 

T'enthredo, Fafdata, 

Tenthredo Vitcllina, 

Sirex Gigas, Sirex Camelus : both f})ecic.s arc alfo found more t 
the fouthward. 

Apis Alphta, 

Apis Ar£iica, 

Apts Lappouica, 

Apis Eqitejiris^ &c. 

Qyinis Tarandi, 

(E^rus Nafalis. 

Tabanus Tarandims. 


Cukx Ptptens. 1 , 

The air fwarms with them, when the 
Culex PuUcaris. f , . 

weather is fine. 

Cn/ex Reptans. 

Empis Borealis. 

Onifeus Pfora. 1 ^ ^ n 

> On the coaft on Norway. 

Onifeus Entomofi, J 

Note. There are fbme fpccies of Geometra and Tinea in Lap- 
land ; but 1 do not know their names. 


On the coaft on Norway. 


I ftiall now add the cflential charafters of the infefts exhibited 
upon the annexed plates, as they are deferibed by that acute and 
diligent naturalift, Dr. Qucnzel. 


PLATE 








‘y Jiher j Apis lapponuM . 

S' Apis Aipiw . 4 JSomfyjr Alpinsi . 


^ Alpicola . 

6 J)f u/Aefifide . 

7 Apis Arc^ca . 
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PLATE I. 

1 . Sirex Nlj^riconiis : nigcr — abdominc lutco, bafi iiigro ; pcdibus 

quatuor autcriorlbus flaYcfccntlbus. 

2 . Jlpis Alpiua : nigra — abdominc fulvo, bafi nigro. 

3 . Apis Lapponica : flava — capitc, fafcia thoracis media, an tennis, 

pcdibufquc, nigris ; abdominc bafi fulvo, apicc albido. 

4 . Bombyx Alplna : alls fuperioribus nigris, flavo maculatis; in- 

ferioribus cocclncis, bafi fafciifquc macularlbus corica- 
tenatis atris. 

5. Nogina Alpicola : alls fuperioribus clnercis, ^ fafeiis ftrigifqfic 

undulatis obfeurioribus ; inferioribus fufeis, lunuld mar- 
gineque albls. 

0. Noctua Alpicola : undcrfidc. 

7. Apis ArSlica : nigra — thoracc antice pofticcquc fulvo, abdo- 
mine fupra fafeiis flavis fulvifquc. 

PLATE II. 

1. Papilio Emilia : alls fuperioribus fufeis, lunula media fulva ^ 

inferioribus dentatis, fupra lutefccntibus, nigro-ma- 
culatis, infra virefcentibus, maculis circiter fedecim 
rotundis argenteis. 

2. Papilio Emilia : undcrfidc. 

3. Leptura Spadicea : fufea, obfeura, clytris piccis. 


4. Leptura 
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4. Lepturii Tir>yaaca : nigra, thoracc fangulnco. 

.s. Brnnhxx LnppoiiJCii : alis omnibus ferriiglncls, maculis tranf- 
vcrfis flavis fiifco inclufis. 

D/ffo. 


PLATE 111. 

r . Ptipilio Sophia : alis omnibus intcgris, fufco Icrrugincis, anticls 
fupra occHis trilnis, antcriori gcmino lutcis pupilla 
nigra ; infcrioribus fubtus punfto medio albo. 

'J. Papilio Sophia : underfide. 

Tinea Leucomella : atra ; capite, thoracis medio, fufciis tribus, 
ball ciliifquc alarum, annulifquc pedum, albis. 

1 . Dytijciis Alpihns ' flavcfccns ; thoracc maculis, elytrilquc ftriis 
abbrcviatis, maculifquc marginallbus nigris, 

5. Silpha Tomcntoja : nigra, obfcura ; elytris rugofis ; capite, tho- 
racequc albido, dense tomentofis. 

(3. Coccinella Lapponua : fla\a ; thoracis medio, elytrorumquc fu- 
tura dentata, lincaque flexuosa, cum futura bis coc- 
unte, nigris. 

ISote. I'his fpecics is not deferibcd in Paykull’s Fauna ; 
for it is neither the Coccinella Ar5iica of that author, 
nor his Hyperhoreay which is reprefented upon the an- 
nexed plate, fig. 7 9 nor any other. It is therefore 
wanting in that work, 

7 . Coccinella Hyper borea : coleoptris lutels ; fafeiis duabus abbre- 
viatis, nigris flavo cindis; thoracc flavo, nigro ma- 
culato. 





p \ u . ^ 
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7 FapUio Sophia, |/ {bcnnjfiia l^perhorea. 13 ff^pubu tfuatbifftiUatv. 

2 Hf undenride. d Factor finearir. \^4 Gmtham Alpirut. 

3 Tinea Imromelia. p lytaeaylon Faixtdoxum. 13 Df. Femi^ 

4 Dytitcur Alpinus. lo (itmdio Atrdcus. tS FAapium Fenniam. 

5 Si^ha hoTneniosa. n leptura SmampdiiUi. 77 Oramhyx Ftwiirtw^ 

$ (ocdnella ltipponim,ia (UmhiLf Atpinus. ifi SatrUet ArrHctif. 

ip Elafer Cojtulu. 
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8. Dajyt'es Lhiearls : linearis, virefeens. * 

9. hymexylon Paradoxum : fufeum, capite thoraccquc flavefeenti- 

bus — vlx hujus generis. 

10. Curcitlio ArSikus : longiroftris, fcmorlbus fubclentatis, cine- 

reus, fufeo ftrlatim pund;atiis ; pundis thoracis duo- 
bus, elytrorumque duobus vel quatuor majpribus, pilofo 
albidis. 

1 l. heptura Smaragdula : viridis, pubefeens — ^\^ariat fufea et nigra, 
pulvere viridi detrlto. Similis L/Cpturje virenti, at 
triple fere minor. 

11*. Carahus Alpinus : thorace rotundato antice pofticcque tran('- 
verfo ; clytrls ferrugineis fufeo-marginatis, vel totis 
nigris. 

13. Hypnlus Quadriguttatus : niger, obfeurus, -clytris flavo qua- 
drimaculatls. 

: 1. Cantham Alptna: maf, fufea, lutefeens ; thorace flavef- 
cente, poftice unldentato ; macula media fufea. 

15 . Ditto, Femtna, 

1(5. Rhagium Fenniaim : thorace fubfpinofb ; lutcum ; capite, 
elytrorum marglnibus, pcdibufque, fufeis. 

17. Ceramhyx Feiuiktis : thorace fpinofo ; grifeus ; clytris a bafi ad 

medium, fafclaque poftica, fufeis. 

18 . Scant es Ardiktis : niger, fubnltcns ajneo ; pedibus ferrugi- 

neis ; thorace globofo. 

IQ. Elater QoJiaVn : niger, nitidus ; elytris ftriatis, convexiufeulis, 
marginc exteriore rufcfccntc. 


^Some 
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S<#me of the infefts here deferibed, arc mentioned in the tranf- 
inSions of the fociety of natural hiftory at Copenhagen fSkrivter 
of Naturhyiorle Selljkabet 1 KjOhenhirun) ; and ieveral have been 
named by Dr. Quenzel, who firft found them. 

Concerning the tejlaceous anhials, I have only to remark, that 
their number is by no means confiderable in the North ; and that 
thofe which are found there, arc like the other productions of 
nature, neither brilliant in their colour, nor very various in their 
form. The following arc perhaps alone worth noticing : — 

My a Margaritifera, 1 . . . /• t i i 

s In the rivers of Lapland. 

Afya PUiortim, 3 

Bnccinhm Glacials : in the Icy Ocean. 

Bucchiintn Undatum, 


SECTION 
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SECTION XVI. 

Of Lapland Botany. 

Flora Lapponica, by Linnaeus, is a repofitory of all tliofc 
plants which are known in Lapland ; but what intcrefts a 
traveller of curiofity is, to be told which plants moft peculiarly 
appertain to that country, in order that he may be able to con- 
centrate his attention, and carry away with him objeds of value, 
for himfclf and his botanical friends. To that end I will fubjoin 
a lift of thofc plants, with references where they are deferibed or 
figured. 


The indigenous Plants of Lapland, 

Pingnknla JHllofa — fcapo villofo,^ See Flora Lapponica. 

Poa Glaiica — panicula patula fecunda, fpiculis fubtrifloris, flofeulis 
acuminatis bafi pubefeentibus, foliis fubulatis. See 
Flora Danica. 

Campanula uniflora — caulc unifloro. FI. Lapp. 

Gentiana purpurea — corollis fexfidis campaiiulatis verticillatis feffi- 
libus, calycibus truncatls dentatis. FK Dan. 

* I’he ipecific cliaracUrs arc niuflly taken from Smith’s edition of the Moia 
Lapponica. 

VoL. II. L 1 
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Jtincus Bighimh — folio fubulato, gluma biflora terminali. — Amoe- 
nitatcs AcadcmictfC Holm. 

Juncus Styghis — foliis fctaceis deprcffiufculis, pedunculls gcminis 
tcrminallbus, glumis folitarils fubbifloris. Smithii 
Plantarum Icqncs. 

I 

Stellaria Btflora — ramis crc<flis bifloris. A<Sa Holmcnfia. 

SieUaria Hmufufa — foliis ovatis fubfccundis feffillbus, caulibus, 
procumbentibus tctragonis, pedunculls folitarils abbre- 
viatis. Aft. Holm. 

Stellaria CeraftoiJes — foliis oblongis, pedunculls fubbifloris. Smith 
Plant. Ic. 

Andromeda Carulea — foliis linearibus obtufis fparfis. FI. Lapp. 

Andromeda Hypnoides — foliis aciformibus confertis. FI. Lapp. 

Andromeda Tetragona — foliis triquetre imbricatis obtulis, ex alis 
florens. FI. Lapp. 

Saxifraga Cernua — foliis palmatis, caule fimplici unifloro. FI. 
Lapp. 

Saxifraga Cafpitofa — foliis radicalibus aggregatis linearibus inte- 
gris trifidifque, caule crefto fubnudo fubbifloro. FI. 
Lapp. 

Saxifraga Rivtdaris — foliis radicalibus qulnquelobis, florali ovato. 
FI. Lapp. 

Saxifraga Hiradns — foliis caulinls lanccolatis, altcrnis nudis iner- 
mlbus, caule crefto. FI. Dan. 

Lyehnis Apetala — caule fimpliciflimo unifloro, corolla inclufa — 
FI. Lapp. 


Rubus 
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Jtuhns Ar£licns — caulc unifloro, loliis ternatis. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Voienhlla Nivea — foliis tcriiatis incilis fiibtiis tomcnt(jris, ca\iL‘ acU 
fccndcnte. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

lianunculus Jjapponicm — caulc unifolio & unifloro, foliis tripartitis, 
—FI. Lapp. 

Rannnculm PstvaVis — caulc unifloro, foliis radicaliljus palinatis, 
caulinis multipartltis fcffilibus. — FI. Lapp. 

Ranunculns Pygmaus,^ 

Pediailans Lapponica — caulc fimplici, foliis lanccolatis fcniipin- 
natis fcrratis acutis. — FI. Lapp. 

Pedlcularis Sceptnim Carolmum — ^flore aurco magno, ridu fangul- 
nco. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Pcdicnlarh Hirfuta — caulc fimplici, calycibus viUofis, foliis linca- 
ribus dcntatis crcnatis. — FI. Lapp. 

Draha Alpina — fcapo nudo fimplici, foliis lanccolatis integcrrimis. 
FI, Dan. 

Draha Hiria — fcapo unifolio, foliis fubhirfutis, filiculis obliquis 
pcdicellatis. — FI. Dan. 

Draha Nha/is — foliis lanccolatis integcrrimis fubpubefeentibus cL 
liatis, fcapo unifolio decumbente, petalis rctufis.f — 
Nova Ada Socict. XJpfol, 

GnaphaUtitn Alpinnm — caulc fimpliciffimo, capitulo terminate, flo- 
ribus oblongis. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

^ lliis fpccics is not to be found in the Flora Lapponica, nor in Wildenovv’s 

edition of the Syftcm. Veget. 
t This defeription is taken from Wildcnow. 

LI 2 
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Cypripcdium Bulbofnm — folio fubrotundo. — FI. Lapp. Smith. PI. 
Icon. 

Carex Capitala — fpica fimplicl androgyna ovata : fuperne mafcula, 
capfulis imbricato-patulis. — FI. Dan. 

SiiUx PhyUdfolia — foliis ferratis glabris lanceolatls, crenis undu- 
latis. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Salix Tcnuifolia — foliis ferratis glabris verticalitcr ovatis. — FI. Lapp. 
Dan. 

Siilix FoUohfa — foliis integris glabris ovatis confertis pcllucldis. — 
FI. Dan. 

Sdlix Arhufculd — foliis fubferratis glabris lanceolatis utrlmque acu- 
tis. — FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Salix Lanata — fpliis integris utrimque lanatis fubrotundis acutis. 
FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Splachnum Luteum — umbraculo orbiculari piano. — Hedwig. Mufei. 
Amoen. Acad. 

Splachnum Rubrum — umbraculo orbiculari hemifphaerico. 
Splachnum Mntoides — fubacaule, rcceptaculo oblongo, 

Splachnum Angujiatum — caulefccns, foliis piliferis, pedunculo bre- 
viffimo. 

Splachnum Spharkum — rcceptaculo globofo. 

Tdchen ArSlkus — foliis planis fubrotundis lobatis obtufis, calycc 
piano ovali, lacinulae propria^ adnato, niveus. — FI. 
• Lapp. 

Lichen Nhalis — niveus finibus daedalis laciniatus, ramis ereftis, 
calycc orbiculato. — FI. Lapp. 


Lichen 
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Lichen Prohofeideus — follaceus, umbilicatus, pcltls turbinatis, trim- 
catis, perforatls. 

The berry of the Rubus ArSikns^ when fuflicicntly ripened, is 
fuperlor in fragrance and flavour to the flrawberry and rafpberry, 
and to all fruit of the fame kind, even what we have in Italy. A 
fmall plateful would feent an apartment with a more exquifitc 
fwcetnefs than any perfume 1 know of. It is fingular that fo de- 
licious a produdion fhould be found in the North. They pre- 
ferve it in Sweden, and it makes one of the moft delicate fweet- 
meats. Linnaeus fpeaks of this fruit in high terms of praife, and 
fays, that it often refrefhed him in his travels through Lapland, 
when he was overwhelmed with fatigue. 

The Rubus chamamorus is alfo ufed for preferves. It grows 
plentifully in Lapland, efpecially in marfliy fituations. The berry 
of this plant is yellowifli, and nearly of the fame fliape as the 
rafpberry, but larger in fize, and more^ infipid in taftc. Wc how- 
ever thought it delicious when wc found it in our walks, through 
the bogs of Lapland, 

I am of opinion that the Diapenjia happonka^ and the Azalea 
procumhens, fliould be reckoned among the indigenous plants, pro- 
perly fo called. I have found both in flower on the top of very 
high mountains, where all other vegetation feemed to ccafe, and 
nothing was to be fcen befides the Lichen rangiferhms. 

The Arhuttis alpina, and TuffHago frigida^ begin to put out their 
buds in fpite of the fnow, and before it is quite melted ; and often 

’ the 
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the flowers arc even produced during the fnow. Tlie leaves oi 
the iuJfilagOy however, never come out till about a fortnight after 
the fnow is gone. 

The Andromeda carulea adorns the bogs of Lapland. 1 found 
fomc entirely white, and gathered fevcral fpecimens of them. 

The willows are numerous in Lapland, but it is rather difficult 
to know them, as in many the time of the flower and that of the 
leaves is diftcrent. They are a ufeful production for the economy 
of nature, particularly in that country: they furnilli the birds 
witl) good material's for building their nells, by means of the cot- 
tony fubftance they afford : the infeCls prefer them to other trees, 
and by their long and winding roots, they keep the banks of 
brooks and rivers together, which would other wife crumble to 
pieces. The Laplanders make cords of the roots of the wdllow, 
which they ufe in their fifherics. 

The quicknefs of the vegetation in Lapland is a thing of which 
we have no conception in other parts of Europe. The whole is 
accompliflicd in the fpacc of two months ; and to give the reader 
a more accurate idea of it, I will mention as an example, that a 
tobacco plant at Enontekis generally increafes more than an inch 
in circumference during the interval of twenty-four hours. 

I remarked in my travels what trees extended fartheft to the 
north, and from this 1 abftraCled a kind of rule for the latitude 
in which I found myfelf. For inftance, from Tornea as far as 
Ketkemando, you meet with firs, pines, and birches, promifeu- 
oufly : but beyond Ketkemando the firs difappear, and you only 

fee 
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fee pines and birches. From Kautokelno as far as the mountains 
you lofc fight of the pines, and the birches alone remain. At 
Alten you again fee a few pines ; but from Altcn to the North 
Cape, you perceive nothing but birches, and thefc become fcarcer 
the nearer you approach the North Cape ,: 

Rara, nec hxc felix in aperds eminet arvis 
Arbos— — 


.SECI'ION 



GENERAL REMARKS 


46 ^ 

L 


SECTION XVII. 

Of Minerals. 

"O ARON Hermclin, who has publiflied maps of Sweden, Fin- 
land, and Lapland, which wc have noticed before, is at pre- 
fent engaged in a work on the Lapland minerals ; and wc may ex- 
peft fomething very fatisfadory from the labours of a perfon fo 
well verfed in that fcicncc, and fo accurate and attentive in his 
rcfearches. Lapland abounds in minerals of all kinds : but it is 
not eafy for a traveller, who is but fuperficially acquainted with 
the fubjeif, and who is hurried by the fliortnefs of his time, to 
communicate as much information as the reader of his work may 
perhaps be led to look for. I colledcd in that remote country 
fome ftoncs, or minerals ; but foon found them too cumberfome, 
as wc were frequently obliged to travel on foot, and have our bag- 
gage carried by men. 

When I returned to Stockholm, I laid the fpecimens I had 
kept before Mr. Hyclm, who has the care of the colledion of mi- 
nerals at that place, and is infpeftor of the mint ; and he Ihowed 
» me a great number of minerals brought from the fame country 
by different travellers, and chiefly thofc whom Baron Hermclin 
7 had 
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• . LA?UND. 

;v . ■ ■■ :» 

■ had employ^ to dftw ffl for hc aVways chofo fuch*focn 
as ww acquainted that they might Ukcwifc be 

^ tifeful to him ia th^ ia^'ce, Which; is ^ objeft of his 

•attention.. ■■ ■ .''VV 

Mr. Hycliii^ not only favour me with many 

fpecitnens> of which Bfe h^d ^ cohdcfccndcd to 

write out for me a fyfttlfla^^^ the Lapland minerals* 

contained in th£ icdtlei^ibh to, which arc arranged ac- 

cording to *thc dtffIreM parts' of from whence fhey 

were obtained I /l^is'diff ^ ' wrh hcle'iuh^^^ 

will iivtercili the lovers ft ?■ 


It 


♦ Thisfift, iai wilf tefelli feSSt^fiinii pro- 
vinces in the;iie|gKbbttrh€K>^ Thh deyistion 

from the llrictjiiniti of ^apland as it brings addi- 

tiofiai informatibh, and al 
been tfic'lbbjec^of the, foregoh^f^i^^ 

The na^s of l^c in^SvvediA, and 

ibrnetinies explained by ' % We^fia^e attempted to render into 

the [aii^g<rjf^i^ 

terms 

nfed by thefc writew. To avoid the pffibiHty of f miftalte, the Swediih words 
are linehtfblic^ and Ibirieiimes 

aJ(o the Pt remained; . 

the fign of O’^ve^ l?^ ha^ appear pretty 

. accurate. ■■•■ 
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LIST OF MINERALS, 

I. MINERALS OF JEMTLAND IN SWEDEN. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Genus. Calcareous (Swed. Kalkfpat ; Frcncli, 
Spath calcaire) white and red, of different kinds of cryf- 
tallization. Limejlone (Sw. Kalkften). Marble, ftri- 
ated and of various colours. Stala5iUes (Sw. Dropp- 
ffen). Ssxinejlone (Sw. Orften) cryffallifed and compaft. 
Marl i(Sw. Mergcl) i. c. chalk mixed w'ith clay : it 
occurs in different forms, land is accordingly diftin- 
guilhed in Sweden by different names, of Marlehr, or 
Nackelbrod. 

Siliceous Genus. Mouniaiu or Rochcr^al (Sw. Bcrgcryftaller) 
of different fizc and colour. JaJPer. Shorl (Sw. SkorlJ. 
Chert or Hort^om (S w. Hallefiinta ; Germ. Hornftein ; 
Fr. caillou de roche ; Lat. Petrofilex, or Lapis corncus). 
Garnet (Sw. Granatcr ; Fr. Grenat; Lat. Granatus). 
Coarfe grained Garnet Jione, ot Amorphous Garnet (Sw. 
Granatbcrg; Fr. Roche de Grcnat; Germ. Granat* 
llein : Granatus particulis granulatis, figurS indetermi* 
nat^). tZiro/zV^, of Icveral variations. — See the Traveller’s 

Guide 
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Guide by Mr. Engeftrom, p. 36, 37. Siliceous Shi/ltts 
(Sw. Kifelikifcr). 

Muriatic Genus. Shifiofe Talcf’ (Sw. Tallklklfcr). Poifione 
(Sw. Tallgftcn ; Lat. Lrapis pilaris). Chlorite. Steatites 
(€w. SpackRcn). Amiantus. AJb^us, of fundry Ipccies. 

Argillaceous Genus. Trap (Sw. & Germ. Trapp). Mica. 
(Sw. & Germ.. Glimmer) white and black., 

Aggregateo Stones : (Sw. Hallearter). Koria- or Muryicu, 
compo/ed of Mica or Potftone, with Garnet.* Shiftojl 
Mica (Sw. Glimmcrfkifer or Hiillftcn) confifting of 
Quartz and Mica. Shijlofe ClayP (Sw. Lcr/kifcr)f 

2. Metals. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites (Swr, Koppar kis). Blue Copper ore (Sw. 

Koppar Lazur ; Germ. Kupfer Lazur), Mountain Blue 
(Sw. Bergblatt ; Germ. Bergblau ; Fr. Bleu de mon- 
tagne). Mountain Green (Sw. Bcrggront ; Fr. Verd de 
montagne). 

Iron ; Swampy Iron ore (Sw. Myrmalm; Germ. Sumpfcrz; Fr. 
mine de fer limoneule), 

Lead : Galena (Sw. Blyglans; Germ. Bleyglanz; Fr. Galene) 
of many variations in texture and mixture, even with 
pyrites of brown" iron. 

Zink : Blende, which is Zij||ik mineralifed by fulphur with iron. 

* Kiiwan puts quartz, mica, garnet; See Elem. of Mineral, vol. i. p. 343. 

4 Kitwan clafles this under the argillaceous genus. See vol. i. p. 1 82. 

Mm2 3. Petri- 
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3. FetrifaSlions. 

Petrified wood. 

n. MINEBALS OF ANOEBMANLANO. 

Ibon : Iron ore. 

III. MINEBALS OF TOBNfeO LAPPMARK. 

1 . Slones. 

Calcareous Gen. Limejlone (Sw. KalkRcn). Calcareous Spar. 

Scaly hm^otul* (Sw. Limfieti). Marl. Fluor Spar. . 
Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Mountain or Rock Cryjlal. Amethyji. 

Garnet. Coarfe Garnet. Bafanhe or Black Jafper I’f 
(Sw. Melanit). Skorl. Zeolite. Hortiftone. Jajper. Sili- 
ceous Shifttis. 

Muriatic Gen. Shiftf^e Talc? (Sw. Tallklkifcr). Steatites. 

Serpentine. Chlorite. AJb^oid^X (Sw. ftralftcn). .^ef- 
tus. Amiantus. 

Barttic Gen. Ponderous Spar (Sw. Tung Spat). 
Argillaceous Gen. different fpecies ; Trap, Hornblende, Mica, 
Aluminous earth (Sw. Alunhalltig jord). 

Aggregates ; Serpentine Rock (Sw. Ophite). Norka. Amygdaloid 
,(Sw. Mandelften). Porphyry. Breccw, Sapd/iones. Shif- 


ClayP 


* Sse Cronftedt, vol. i. p. 24. 
t See Kirwan, vol. i.p. SOT. 
% Ibid. p. 166 and 167. 
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tofe Clay? (Sw. Le^ifer). Shifiofe Hornblende? (S’,v. 
Hornblendefkifer).* 

2. Inflammable Subjlattces. 

Plumbago (Sw. Blyertz or Graphit). Native Sulphur. Martial Py^ 
rites or Common Sulphur Pyrites (Sw. Swafvel kis; 
Germ. Sulphur kies). * 

3 . Metals. 

Copper: Copper Pyrites. Blue Copper ore. Vitreous Copper ore 
(Sw. Kopparglas ; Germ. Kupfcrglas). Mountain Blue. 
Mountain Green. Malachite. Dendrites in Copper Py- 
rites ?f Koppar Brandertz?\ ^ 

Iron : Iron ore. Ferruginous Sand? (Sw. larn fand). Micaceous 
Iron ore (Sw. larn glimmer ; Germ. Eifcn glimmer). 
Hcematites or Bloo0one. Sparry Iron ore (Sw. St&iften ; 
Germ. Stahlilein or Spathiger EiftenRein of Werner ; 
Fr. mine dc fer fpatique). Iron Ochre. * 

Arsenic : Arfenical Pyrites or Marcc^te (Sw. Arfenikkis ; Germ. 

Arfenikkics). . 

Molybdena., 

Gold : Native Gold, only once found at Svappawara. 

* Kirwan arranges the thiftofe clay, and ihiitofe hornblende, under the aigilla' 
ceous genus. See vol. i. p. 182, and p. 222. 
t This I have not been able to afcertain.-—N. 

I What is meant by this I do not exactly know.— N. 


d. Petri- 
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4 . P(trifa^ions 

Are found but feldom. 

Note. The principal mines of Tornca Lappmark are, Packta- 
vara, Skanglivara, Raggiovara, Jonuswando, Kirunavara, LuolTo- 
vara, Wouovara, Kittila, &c. 

Il 

^ IV. MINERALS OF UMEO LAPPMARK. 

Iron ores of different kinds 

vi MINERALS OF PITEO LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones, 

Calcareous Gen. CaJeareous Spar. Sidero CalciteP'^ {Svt. Bran 
ipat ; Fr. Spat calcaire rouge et brun). 

Siliceous Gen. Qwart*. Bstcl Crjifial. Short, Siliceous Shifius. 
Muriatic Gen. Steatites. Afieftus. 

Ak-diLLACEOus Gen. iPtca, white and black. 

Aoorega'I'ES : Norka. Mea (Sw. Glimmerikifer). 

' 2. Jnfiamtiidbie Subfiances, 

Martial Pyrites. 

3 . Metals. 

Lead: Galena. 

Zink : Blende. 


Iron: 


* Airaran, toi. i. p. ws. 
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Iron; /n>«‘OcArtf. * 

Antimony ; Sulphurated Antlnumy, or Antimony Pyrites (Sw. 

Ahtimonii Pyrites ; Fr. Pyritc Antimonialc). From the 
mine of Nafafjall. 


■VI. MINERALS OF LUTEO L'APPMARK. 

i. Stones. : 


f 


Calcareous Gen. Lim^one (Sw, Kalkftcn). Calcareous Spar. 

Marble. Gypfum. Lime (Sw. Kalk) with Garnets. 
Siliceous GEN.‘‘ ( 3 «<ir/*. Mountain ot Rofk Cryflal. Jajper. 

Chert or Horn/lone. Shorl. Garnet. Feljpar (Sw. Fiilt- 
fpat). Siliceous Shiftus \Sw. Kiiclkifer). 

Muriatic Gen. Steatites. , , * 

Argillaceous Gen. Trap. Clay imtaining Iron, ot Ferruginotis 
Argillite P (Sw. lamhalltig Lera). 

Aggregates : Serpentine Rock. Gneifs (Sw. Gneis). Shiftofe 
Mica. Breccias. Puddfngjlone. ^ 


2. l^als. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites. Vitreous Copper ore. Mountain Green. 
Malachite. 

Lead: Ga/wia (Sw. Blyglans). 

Zink : Blende. 

Iron : Iron ores of leveralvUnds, and plentiful. Hamatites or 
Bloodftone. Swampy Iron ore {^w. My tm'e\m). 


. Note. 
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Note. The principal mines df Lute& Lappmark are, Kedkevara, 
Alkavara, Hjertavara, Gellmra, 


VII. MINERALS OF KEMI LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones. ■ c. 

Siliceous Gen. Hormone. , Garnet. Siliceous Shi/lus. 
Muriatic Gen. Shiflof^ Talc? (Sw. Tallklkifer) with a black 
grain. Amiantia. Steatites. AJbeJioidf* (Sw. Stralftcn). 
Argillaceous Gen. Mica. Hornblende. Wdcken. 
Aggregates: Sandfiones. Hornblende Slate \Svf. Gam. Iiom~ 
blendefchifer). Breccias. 

■ ' 2. Metals. , 

Copper : Ct^per Pyrites. Mountain Green. 

Lead: Galena. 

Iron : Sparry Iron ore (Sw.Stalften; Germ. Stahlftein). Iron Ochre. 

YIII. minerals. of WESTRO-BOTHNIA. 


1. Stones, 

Argillaceous Gen. Clay, containing Iron, at Ferruginotts Argil- 
lite? (Sw. lamhailtig L^). ^ Trap. Hornblende. 
Aggregates : ShiftoJe Mica (Sw. Glimmer Skifer). Grunften ox 
Grfl«»/r//(Sw. Gronftcn)., 


* Kirwan, rol. i.p. 166, 167. 


2. In- 
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. * 2. Injffamaahk Su^ncef‘ 

(S#. and Germ. Gfaphit). 

3. Metals. 

• Iron : Iron art. 

IX. MINERALS OF OSTROKBOTHNIA. 

1. Stones. 

Siliceous Gen. Quarts. Gametl Ba/anite or Blacl JaJperP 
(Sw. Mclanit). . 

Muriatic Gen. Shiftofe Talc (Sw. Tallkfkifcr). 
Argillaceous Gen ; .Hornblende. * 

Aggregates:' GrK^«« or GnwuVr// (Sw. Gronften). Shifio/e 
Mtcd. 


2, Infiammahk Su^ances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites (Sw. Swafvelkis). 

i. Metals. 

Iron ’. 'iroin ore. ' Mora^ Iron oref* (Sw. Sjimalm). Swampy Iron 
Ow (Sw^Myrmalm). Fern^iwoaf (Sw. Tarnfand). 

Arsenic : Jfi^mcal Pyrites ot Mdrci^te {Syr, Arlenikkis)^ 

• See Kitww^ yol. u.p. 1*3. 

Nn 


VoL. II. 


X. MINERALS 
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X. MIKE^ALS 6f THE OOVERHMENT OF ULSAbORO. 
1. Stones. 

SiLiCEOirs Geh. Quartz. Chert at Sori^onet Short, 
Muriatic Geh. Amiantus. Steatites, 

Aroielaceous Gtin/htarti^ 

Aqorboatbs : Shtftofe Mica. 

2. InfloMmahle- Suyiances. 

Phftnbi^o, Martial Pyrites, 

3« h^etals. 

Coffer: Vitretnis Copper Ore. ^ Mi>ia^aittGrm< 


XI. MIHERAtS OF CARELIA. 


CAi.cARB 0 ,tfjl OEir^ a(P>rt0 S^arf* 

SILICEOUR Gbk. Cfc//«&r Moun- 

turn or PLodt Ctyftal. 

MuRlATIp 

• See dronfte4t>:yo|iii 
t See 1Cinr^ Voi. i. p. M4. 

^ ^ Krvap^^^li p;,.l«7 

(Sw. 
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(Sw. Tremolit); (Sw. Stralftcn; Germ, 

%rahlllein). > 

Akoillaceous Gen. Aluminm Slate {^yi. Alunikifer). 
Agoreoates: San^otuis, 


2. InflamtHobU Siibjiancet. 
Plumbago. Martial Pyrites. 


Z. Metals. 

Iron : Ochraceous Iron Ore, found at the bottom of lakes (Svr. 
Sj5malm).f 

XII. MINERALS OF Fikt J lNIJ, FROPSRLT Sb CALLED. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Lameftone. Calcareous Spar. Marble. Sidero . 
(Sw;Bilihi|»t). 

Siliceous- ^SN« tiQ*WF/*i *cd joid j^rcen. Shorl. Garnet^ yrhich. 

18 fujpiftoibdltp bontidn tin, but appaiditljr conttim 

Muriatic Gen. jS»^^ 

filhes.. gUttermg. Tri^. Btfalt. 


^ 

t bhtheracri^frai'<^| p| ||^^ 

Kh2 AaoRE« 
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Aoobeoates : or (^admt^Ces P* (^Svf. Brynftcn ; Fr. 

pierre ^ aiguiier). Shtfiofe Mtcci, 

2. IttJlammMe Subjiaftci^. 

Plumbago. Ahrtial Pyrites at Common Su^hur Pjrrhfs. 

3. Metals, 

C6?vtlx: Copper Pyrites. 

Iron: Iron Ore. Swampy Iron Qr<i' 
kfL^mc '. Ar/emal Pyrites at Marcq/ite. 

TuK’ostENiTE: Wolfram. 


XIU. , «l.»!ERAtR ,OF.^|Jtl.XRI>V'lN 

GAliCAREOUS Gen. ' lamfhne. Calcareous Spar. Marble. Marl. 

Sidero CalciteP (Sw. Brunfpar)* ' Pfmr Spar. 
Siliceous Gen; ^udrtsiy whttc» blue, green. Mountain or Rock 
^ 0^<j/, blue. To/w*t(Sw., Rock tppas; Germ. 

Rauch topas). SAor/. Garn^. Bcfmfte exBlackJaf- 
(Sw. Germ. Melanit), Cearjfi G<W 9 </ (Sw. Gra- 
natberg). Zeolite. Feypar. -: 

Muratic Gen. Ta& (Sw. Tallkikifer). Serpentined jif- 

Ag^«x. (Svr. StrSlftcnJ.^C^ 

* if .the hovacultte of Kirwaa.nrere meant, it (hoard he tefeliiKd to the 
laceous genus. See vol. i. p. 238. < ^^111* ' ' 

.t See.GibnAedt, voUi. p;169. .> 

• ' ■ ' 'Argil- 
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AnaiLt ACJSOUS Gen. Clay containing Iron, or Ferruginous Argil- 
'litef (Sw, rarnhalltigLeraJ. Trap, Hornblende, Mica. 
Bafalt, 

Aooreoates : Serpentine Rod (SW. Ophit). ShiftofeMica. Com- 
mon roof Slate P (^Sw. Taklkifer; Lat. Schiftustegu- 
laris). Talc with Mica (Sw. Tallh mcd Glimmer). 

2. hflammahle Suhjiances. 

Plumbago, Martial Pyrites, or Common Sulphur Pyrites (Sw. 
Swafvelkis). , ^ 

3. Metals, 

Corvm.: Copper PyrHes. 

Iron: Iron Ore oI the o^moa fort. Haematites with Man- 
ganefe. Sparry Iron. Ore (Sw. Stalften ; Germ. Stahl- 
&pin). Iron Ochre. Native Prupjian Blue P 
r turlig Berliner bll). : » 

Lead : Ga/«wa (Sw. BlygUns). 

.Arsenic : Arfywd Pyrites, or Marcajite (Sw, Arfenikkis). 

.r. . , , ^r Patrifadlions. . . 

Sonic are'.j^uttdivv’ : 

Note,- The moi^ remarkable mines in Nyland are thofe of Lep- 
pcla and 


XIV. MINERALS 



Xiy. MIKBBALS OF THE IStES OF ALAND. 
yyl. S^ti 

Calc AKE or 8 Gen. CempaS lamejlohe (Sw. 'fat Kalkfken). Marl. 
Siliceous 0£N;; .QjH^js.v QMHfts C^a/£^ Quarts cry- 
ibliei). Mountain ^ Rocl Cr)iflal. Fel/par. 

hzkp; ’^Galena. 

t B. The Wks Inkdc m theycctr 1800 , from the 

* fpf;cim@Bs i& the bolie^lba the Odlej^, or 

tbs of the mines at^Bto^dmi 
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SECTION XVIIL 

: Of 

r^HE Lapland women prepare the Ikins of the foxes, &wns, 
otters, and other animals for &le; to which end they itrip 
# them of the membranes, and afterwards cum them with filh oil. 
The finews taken from the legs of the rein-deer tire held before 
the fire, and beaten with wooden hammers ; then they are divided 
into filaments as fine as hah, vsl^h dte homen twiil into threads 
of different thicknefitf^ the har- 

nefs pf the fledges with whi^*'ihey‘"^ 

through a machine made of the fkull of the rein-deer, provided 
with holes of different fixes, accordiji^to the thicknefs of the wire 
they have obcafiott for. With ffiis wire the women afterwards 
embroider, and fbme of them in a very neat manner, not only the 
harnefs bf-the r«h-deer, but tjie coats and glOves of the men, as' 
has been already mentioned. The women likewife know how to 
dye clbffi in a yelloyy colour, which they apply to various orna- 
ments. The NanketS’ the Laplanders ufe are all woven by the 
women ; and after having ferved for a time as a covering' for their 
beds, they join, them together, u many as are neceflaiy, and con- 
verttheminto a covetihg^ £» theur tents. 


The 




tJic tnen^w ycry various capa> 

c^^csj frojp cups to , drink out ofi to calks for. containing the milk 
df their rcin*decr. Thc wood they cmploy ’for this purpofe js from 
the beech-tree, which is maple, when 

finely polilhed. From the ho]td|of the reindeer they manufac- 
ture vc^ 

haddfcmcly in figifres not unlkilfially defigned. Steel they wort 

prip^nt them in an 
clegint matter, "^ih^yc.^re^dy fpoken,of their fledges; be-: 
fid,^ wjbich ..they huild boat§,ii^ Ti«;ith the JsfQrwegians 
W .SaWjngrmilis are but 

l^tely^itittd^ttQcd an3opgft th^,.yvbich, will contribute gteatly to 
the faving of wood: foy^^ygh^^ which they be-- 

ufed„ tI^y»jCotd4.‘opJy,fplh: a i^tp^^ they can 
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SECTION XIX. 

' Of fome particular Cuftom ammg. the Laplanders. 

TN this iedbn the reader* iviU find leveral things mentioned, 
which are not touched upon in anj other part of this work. 

From the time of the ancient Sa)cons, or the beginning of the 
twelfth century, the Laplanders, were' known by the name of 
Shrit-Fimi ; and from that period to the prefent have invariably 
obferved their original cuftbms and manners. 

It is ufual with them, as in the £aft, never to wait on a fupe* 
rior without a preient. If s Laplander lias occafioh to a^nd a 
magiftrate, or his clergyman, he brings with him either a cheele, 
a hare, partridge, lea or river fifii, a lamb, Ibme venilbn, a rein- 
deer’s tongue, butter, a quantity of down feathers, or ibmething 
of the like kind. In return for his prefent, he never goes back 
empty, but receives either fome . tobacco, or a bottle of mead, a 
keg of beer, Ibme ginger and ipices, or, in (bort, whatever is at 
hand which may be fuppofed acceptable. The fiime cuftom pre- 
vails amongft the Mulcovites. 

The Laplanders formerly made ufe of a ftick called prarnfave, 
<1^ way of almanack, on wdiich were marked the ftveral teftivals 
and. i»incipal days of the year. • ‘ 
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. The, midwifes office, throughout Lapland, is generally per- 
formed hy the huffiand. 

The pallor, orparfon of the place, is for the moll part god- 
father to all the children of hu parilh ; hiffides whiph, he does 
the duties of pariih fchoolmafter and churchvirafdth. 

When occafioii requires the whole fatnily to leaVe the tent, if 
there happm tq.be a. child too young to follow the reft, it is put 
iitrto a chefti and tied with a' cord,*that it may do ilfelf no mif- 
chief by lire, or otherwile: or, if the child be above three years 
old, it .is faftened wiffi a ftrap by the foot, tp a ihdce driven into 
i the ground' in ibme convenient pwt of the huf or tent. ’ 

iWTipn the Laplanders meet, they embrace each other, crying 
out bmrjfi ! which is as much as to lay/ lave you ! ' 

/ The women lhave the heads of their children quite dole ; and 
contrary, to the praftice of the ladies' in all othe'r countries, to 
ufe the miffidnary's expreffion, 1/r^/a de Ijr/kuked en liniv ; which 
words, though very much apprdiiehing the Ehghffi languageV will 
be perhaps uhintelligibie, unli^ t trahllate them ; ft>r doing which 
I hope I lhall be pardoned^ by the reader. The ’meaning' of the 
miffionary’s dtpreffion is, that the good women of Li^lahd r«/ 
their chiidrens lice with a knife and kill them. 

As a remedy for pains in the limliV^ they piit a couple of liga- 
tures about the .part, and to the betwixt them a^^^ a bum- 
ing firebrand, which they aflniin heilcr fails of ^ving’ relief. 

tlo horfes arc erriployed in Weft’ Finmark, the labour every- 
wh«e elle performed by ihole ufelul anuhi^, l^mg therd dohe 



. -.J '■ 

• CONCERNING LAPLAND. ^ aS^ 

men. In this refpetft the moun^in Laplanders arc better accotn* 
modated, as they ufe their . rein-deer for that puipofe. Since agri> 
culture is not attended to, exc^tnn fome few fpots near the river 
Alten, the Laplanders confume by fire the dung collcded from 
their cows, dheep, and goats. ’ 

Thofe who by traffic have acqiiited wealth, have a cuftnm of 
burying their money, in the earth ; and this they do ib lecrctly 
and effc(flually, that, their hein or fuccefiots rarely find it. That 
they ffiould preferve it thus whilift they live, is not lurprizihg, ber 
caufe they have no iron chefis, or other ficurity againfi: thieVes ; 
but that they ffiould conceal it frona theirpoifterity is a maiteir/bur 
miffionary confefib, he is not able to 'acbouht for.* He heatd of a 
rich man, who, on having the queftion piit to him ^ his death* 
bed, why he had fo carefolly conew^ his money frorft his fa- 
mily ? replied, that he ffioufd hayc occafion for ' it in ffie cbuntry 
whither he was going. 

In ffime parU of Finmark'^tfie Laplanders make ufi of the hot 
bath, fprinkling . their heads at the fame time with the hot water, 
through the medium of a bunch of rods. 
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JiprioN sa*: 

' uf lLaplmd Court^^ 

TT taie^ hippisas tbit the' natives of Noi^y intermany with 
? the Laplandets: The iniffioiiBty Leems ol^^^ heiiever 
knew 8n io|ance of the kind diithig his iebg ao^ 

Lapland. 

'W^ bos an indination to tnarry a young female 

of Ms nation^ he comnunucatea hu vMih M his own Mmtly> who 
then repair in a'<body to the dW^ng «f the' parents Of the ‘^f1> 
tabit^ with them w^qnantii^ Of htsKidy to drink npon the o(S 
cafion, and a flight prefent Mr the young woman ; Mr inflanice, 
a i^e^omnnoitod with filver^ a ring, m MmethMg ; jike 

kind. :f When they come, to the door Of the hut in Which flid 
livCsi 'thcv ’principal fpokefman enters fitfh MUowed^ hy the ^refl. 
of the Mndied, the .Mitor- wMdi^^'Without ^unril ^e-Mall < he in* 
Wted to dater. M thj; oratfw i^^oiit 

of brandy, o t® the gifi'a);f|iti«W, whoj/if 

he aeo^ts <ril It, he approves 

abitwf^ln faeintoired:ME^ '1 The brandyis IttiMed^ i^ 

v-' to- 
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tty the girl’s father and mother, and her friends aifembled toge* 
ther, blit likOmfe to the intended bride ; and in the contle of thU> 
compotation leave is obtained for the young nuui to forward his 
fait in his own perfon. The orator then in a fet fpeech makes a 
beginning ;• and in this fta^ of the codtfhip the lover is himfelf 
introduced, but takes his feat at a diftance from the reft, placing 
himfelf near the door. The parents of the girl at length fignifying 
their full confent to the match, the fuitor offers the maiden the 
prefent he has brought with him, and at the &me time promifcs 
wedding clothes to-her father and mother. Mattets beii^ riids 
happily fettled, the com{»!^ riq)art.‘^he ceremonial, as it is here 
put down, is commonly obferred, in the whole, or in part, upiHi 
thefe occafions ; ind^d, it rarely happens that>any of them are 
omitted. Should it be the cafe that the parents, after having 
thus given thrir confent,. d^>art from their word it is an efiab- 
lifhed law amongft the L^hmders, that all the cxpences in- 
curred muft be made good, evtm to -ftie brandy drunk at the firft 

.fts ^n as.riie parties are ;betrothed, the young man is allowed 
to vifit the intended bride ; ahd'-on his way, to enjoy thk happi- 
neft, he fbmetimes recreates his mind with finging fbngi of his 
own compohrion in her piaife; : Love nem'fails to make poets ; 
the |#apilander^;8 |»ctiy, in^cd, furrrifhes no fpedw of elegant 
cfFufions I he paints his ldve ki: the thouj^ts which ftift prefent 
tbemftlves, end CMfmfiiot me^ ab^ words he 

relate to his pafiSoh, aod?‘t^ h'fuffic^ for his purpofe. 

Nor 
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Nor can it in teuth be wid to be always the cafe, that he fihgs 
uj^n theft occafions ; but whenever he bin the preftnee of his 
belpved, though he fliouid fprb^r to lihg, he does not fti! to offer 
to her whatever he thinks mil be itiioft’ acceptable,- Whether 
brandy, tobacco, or any 'thiog/dft/ ‘On fhe day bf 't^ nuptials 
the bride appears dreffed in her gala habit ; with this difference, 
that whereas her head is comeponly clofe covered at other times, 
upon this occaiion her hair is left to flow loofe upon her ihoul- 
ders ; and flie wears a bandeau of diflerent coloured ituffi, and 
ftmetimes a fillet. The marriage ceremony over, the nuptials 
are celebrated in a frugal manner and without Ihow. Such of 
the guefts as are invited, and are of fiiffident ability to do it, 
make the bride a^reftnt of money, rein-deer, or ftmething to* 
wardsaflx>ck. 

In ftme {arts of Lapland it is the cuftom, a few days after 
the marriage, for tlje relations and friends of the newly married 
couple, to meet iuid {brtake of an entertunment, which b but 
an hotiidy one, as it confifts of meflhs of fi>up, or broth, with a 
little roaft mutton/ and Ibtne hietheglin ; which being all con* 
fumed, the guefts, afterwards take their departure. Mufic and 
dancing are entirely unknown amongft the Laplanders, on theic 
or any other feftivities ; nor are they even acquainted with the 
ufe of any one mufical inftrutnetit ; and ftem to be totally jpea- 
{>abie of learning to fing in tune. ' 

; bridegroom generally remains with the 
during Jthe Ipacc of one year after marriage^ and at the expiration 
‘1 ; of 
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of that perioAhe tak&^ of fettlingWp- 

iyf in the ,w#; fw 

by thek jt^mft^ 

an cftablilhincnt, fuch as, » icv J ^ 

articles, which, thmigh of in^ 

tially neceljGiry in dome^ ^ 


SECTION 



•88 


GENERAL REMARKS 


SECTION XXI. 

■ Of Sports oHd 'AmufmenU. . 

'T^HE L&plandm do not obferve Chrifhnas at a feftival ; nor 
have they any fimilatxdays that they particularly diftlnguifli. 
They know nothing, or very little, of playing at cards. They 
exercile thenifelves in throwing at a mark with a javelin : the 
prizes in thefe games, for thole who come neareft the mark, are- 
fometimes pieces of money, at other times tobacco, or fuch like 
articles. Belides this diverfion, they'ha^ another with a leathern 
ball ittified hard,^hidi isfiruck in the air^ and caught before it 
falls to the ground 

A certiun amufement called gaafe jpil. Or the game of fox arid 
geefe, is in great rei^uelt with riiem. . This is played by two par- 
ties; on a board marked with l(](uare divllionafor the purpole ; One 
of the parties mant^ng thirteen j;^gs, called gCelb, about this la- 
byrinth ; and, as may be iMa^ed,’ in ^ di^teri^ of purihit and 
efcape conlilb the {kill of the players. 

Leaping over a flick held in an horizontal pblitioh by t#b Lap- 
landers, is another diverfion with which they pals their time. 
Sometimes two' Laplanders, having each of thenialrick m his 
hahds, from the end of one A rope being extended to the dther, 

" '-./will 
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will (bive jsf -diftibigiig^^^ tlie flick froto wch other’s grafp ; and In 
this, pcrhap^vtlxtj' arc afliflcd <09 e^:ilidis by ax\ equal number of 
the by-flinders ; this occaifeihs itji^iijM^^ at length the 
rppe brjeaks, or the weakeft paj^ gives way, which at once de- 
cides the cqnteft j yvhe^ is one de- 

pending on the event, is determined, the prize is afligned to the 
vi^or<,^ Anothcr^e^^rcifc confife in two of tbciWif^l^ing th|i» 
hand$,ih each, other’s belt, flriym raifb pne apqther frppx rac 

ground, and thus o?;Oh Other a f^U,_ ^e beildes ex* 

pert wrcftlejfs ; and ,the/e kind pf »crc^f arc.fqnpd.necc^iy to 
keep their bodies wprm, as well aa to fill up. their intervds of 
leifurc,, when they arc ,npo» a journey, . during, the ftppp|»ges.- re- 
quifitc tofie made; tp. give ; their rein-dicet opportunity of ..h^b^ 
ing : for which purpofe, aa has already been ohfer.ved, thpfe: anU: 
mals muft dig up the fnovy in queft of mofs, a^it : is, not pofiible 
to .car|y fi»ragp ,wUh ’them in their fledges., 

They ar? in,' general ex<^llcnt rpa^ftocn and ibmc of them 
have been known, to hit a. ftnall objedt with 1 a huUet fired from 
thgir picc<s, ^at n cpnfi^||^hle, diflance f and that fo^ a nntpher of 
ti,ipcs;«|>catcdly, w^i^^ . > 
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Of the b^<l[es tov^^ L^OH^ and theRemt^ 

dies ih^ t^er—OJ their Funerak- 


has noi 'i^de ite appcat^e there Tm many years. In ge- 

*“J®y R#We ,fetc of herith, and 

exiting the h^-ach, and a di^det^ maylje 1^ 

be ^ from dtf^es. Inwaid r»|r 

fwj^wihg tl^ hjbpd « |hc s^i:^.dccgr,iis wana.as po^blie. 

d*u»kii?g the feal’s Wood t 
this is hut a late' temedy, for £:»mttiy . they^ hnew no o^er applU • 

**^'1^3 1^: * I'ght W. 'with 

^ It kieirwrkaWe .. 

andihk in a mahnw unkoowa to the inhabkanis nf 


mates. 

.... ,;■■>• :-^f- 


Their method of cure for a difeafe of 

now> and hehed 1^ recotenaen^ by the - 

feAral^y of phyfi^f 1.1.. j. 


dii 






f JE; •'.'..•if.'- .-.*■ >*j . iTi , .-v ^ ■ 

m (common Idufi) wifliW the ryelids, whiWii by 
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Its imtationi ujfeB the; b^ of .the eye, they to; 

ruh off Ac mciribttmci and icqj^^ th^xaufc of the complaint. 

Chilblains may be fuppoled no unfreqnent dilbrder wiA the 
younger part of the L^at^; » well as %%i and 

contraftions of Ac limbs, til Ifevq^^ Ae cold^^ V 

by an ointment which they eitm^ fnmi the cheefe m a| t<y «f ryjn- 
deer’s milk. They h’wl and rafeli fieib Wonn^" witk Ac uhpte>> 
pared gum which a 

diflocated or fra^red bone, ssihiA A^ do' wiA han^ngof |[^-i 
putation of limbs being a pra^« of which 
idea), they fWallow, in a drihii a p?CM ol filver, ca even Ws, 
beaten into a poWderf Acy i^erc j^is^P^^ be of 

great effiAcy in forwarding Ae'e^ 

Wt htoe afreadf mAtkinM'Ae adual totoer^^ b? 

A6;LaplAdi!i» fe pains- im Ab hai^'i^^ This wHi bring , 

to Ac recolteftibri of <mt- Ae moxa, ^ich has 
formerly bcA tried as i' li^ld^iri fite i^the jgout. The inoxa js 
a dry yegeiable folribnto,irii^htiri^ ^hina and Japap^ not un- 
like'Ae eointnbn iut^brt iir applied to Ac lk|n, |nd , 

A^ fob Ikplanders for Ais pugr* 

pofo^ is SimSair appliodons’ were in 

ufe during Ac a^ of Hippocrmw,.and toW 
pririefrOf {AjiUdiim brntfolfl , ' 

thr'»riptiS^^tap^^.ai’a're- 

jg jij jjg. 

''’obforved'"' 
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obfeh^ indihtp ip 

ethpd of curt!, namely, &t the buck's fihews 


ltd to thc^ legs of the female La 

iplandef, and 

pble^f me doe. tq 
v.^i|fi^.fnn^ls a 

'..the male. .v *-::.-v-r::'- 

re condufled with IStle iceremony. 

, The body. 

'.#gh^y;^|ap^d.p 
. ^tendgd 

n ,in a coarle doth; js ' 1 ^ 

^90Vpy of wd frii^ 

the i^ve, at- 
i bf the de* 


a|r 9 ^fisii^]^|^^i|i^ 4 ;'^^^ i^tCf ^oipi a Anall jj^rtidti' 

;Ae (jbtnpany. ‘ It'^asan. 
tfedfc^ho excelled 

* 4ndHdfl<a5*^^w^^ with fire-arnas. in Ifife ^und cemfe- 

' ■ „ .v V -v.:-7w ... V ^'i;'^ vY';* ■-'' O' ■"'’ i-\- ■‘. ■> ,- .'■ ■.-. • j* 

A 4tt honour of their deities; The fe- 

fejMdchw ip fto dthcr, bdttom 

.Inwards over the ip^whw the It was liKCwilc 

Vfiwd formcriy ^S a hcapi 3 body ; but 

thid pra^ic^ ip now laid. aiide> and the :flcdge » at prcfcnt tfie 
jdply;iilonun)cnt. ’Another circuinftti||^' prevailed atnongft the 
- L^plandcrp before their entire cony^wn to Chitiftianity, namely, 
that they placed an axe with a tinder-box by the fide of the corpfe, 
if thatof a man ; and if a/w6nM«i*'8; I»r faffaw and needle ; fup- 
pofing thele i[m{dements might be of ule td thcin in the other 


world. They, Ukead^ put a 
dead body, and |)?jmed»i%i feniily, 

' .;.they removed their ‘habifidi^ td TOOtb^ ’ ifer the firft three 

rinie td 'tinie, to d^ bdles jby 

"■'^■47 ■' : '■ 5 ' : ’'.^r .^cwn 
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df tobacco, or fometluiig 
|bat>|^, 0^ living. Thiy {iip^j^ 

the felicity of a future iiate to cbndift in fealHhg, fm^ to> 
bf C 9 p,, 4 i;inkin^ jb^ and finiilar amu^'tlm^nts ; and they be- 


lieved that fhefe enjoyments were to be piiiticipht<fd'm the other 
world in a lugher degree of perfeiftibn thah th^ ei^^ 
in this. . Such was their idea of the bii& to be^l^Uifd id the li^^ 


to come, in which they iteUeved their fcih-de4ir, ' ts' well"^^ 
reft of the bryte creation, wine to be equal parfjdtcrii. ■ ' 

It is a rule with the Laplanders, oh the birth of a child, to af 


fign a female rein-deer, with all her future of^priiig,' ih a proviiion 
when the boy or girl lhall be .grovvir up, which he 'hr Ihe becomes 
entitled to, however the (^te may be dii^fed of at tiie’deceafe 
of the parents. By this provihon, the child fbmetimes becomes 
the owner of a confiderable herd. ‘ ' ' 
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V afyred before the 


chri^nl^ have been pro- 


liMi^ted finite' tbb tiW of in Norway, the 

L^iataSiiiQibbt be Chrifi|^ of ah older date than 

abwif i'etaSwiy. ' by 

the tiwm by trowra of Penmarh, 
to piw^h« ol'i&e|^ fo I have 

beeti crcdiblf ih1^toedf4^^ p^n, to 

cohdsat theth m 

TlMito vrfaWllSie 


in Sieving this, when it is con- 
fidei^ hovr touch more eaiy and natunsd it b for a people like : 
the'Ikpihdi^> 'tvi& a ftateof 

perpiiittialfiuamatb^ tp placcp to Mieve ia corpp^eal 

and limited deitits ih preference to one ^intoal and omnipotent. 
That iraih or thinking wbiui^ mevitabiy fiu^ itf^^ man’s con- 
dition, tooft render inch w^e of c%a^ 

their ddhteinpla&h lb die heavens, much lh4 d|^ 
prehenfions capaUe of concaving a p ge^ intel4-. 

hgefile : kid nffther, ^hen vve teflef^ pp. ^ 





of cuilomvwd thp iiiciinbility of prg we ihall not be fur^ 

prifed tliat the L«plviders4^^Id>;p^ polytheiim of their 

anceflors eveo to the chriuian ^i^on. : " * 

The deities, thejjr vvo^ip|^; ^^>i|^, 

The VcK iuper'Celefl^l : :di^e Badien AmhUt 

and Radien Kiedde, ^hen followed celeKHid : theie were called 

Behve, Ailekes, md AMfS^Oimk. 0(J3ac 

fub-etleitiai, iiittd inhafetMts air. , The cliicf j|jf.; thcfc^^ 

named Maderatjd : this deiil^ yfak iupppl^ t(^|eep the 

the air neared;' the fun ; Others thU ti^bited, 

the iiin, were disiiojniihated Ma^^ha and 

the earth were diftih^iih^ b^jr ^e iramc , ^ 

Akka. The deities of this cwA jW^e fo pjhiccd j^ might 

be at hahd tb alfift mankind ^en ctdled- upon. The go^ of the . 
fourth and lait dais were fubtermean/ and dwelt beneath the 
earth. Of thofe hOa^ the findace, .wtre Sbneaj. Sakoo Olmak, 
Sakvo^Gtiilki txi^ddbme Al^ Siicb b occupied the infernd^.:te- 
gions,- #hicli the t^plandcts 'fupp^d to be in. the i^ry bowels of 
the eafth, were ■ diSed BdM, Budno, Muhbm, and Palui EtfgeL, 
Thefe ihfertial deltieSi; and the rc&i, though ponfidered as 
e vil-dilpofed tbWardk. mankind, were neverthelels wotlhippod by, 
the peoj^di^^and foil that "very rcafon, in mrder tb depre^ 

Radien di» 

vini^, Qpth ft;!i B ^ fe^‘i^'l^^ii^d'.<l^l<^ ; he hdd dominion 
over ail the xe^|U ii^ame fbveipign power, and 

the 
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tb<^4dditioP' of; (ignUying 8;, fountain, becaufc he was the 

’ fpring and fourcc from whence all the derived cxiftence and 
power. Kkddeyizs> iaid, to the father 

<:rEated nothingj bvkt ;i^»nsfcrred the power of creation to the fon, 
i to do, with it ;what w^ proper.' Thcfe two deities had power 
over thpfe of the feepnd and third clafles, which, being all divini* 
ties difpofed to do good, were highly reverenced by the Lap- 
landers. Such notions concerni^ the fupremc, divinity and his 
fon, have heen attributed , not unfeafonably to their fupcrficial and 
iniperfcd acquaintance with the chrilHan dqdrine. 

Benue reprefented the fun, the fountain of light and heat, 
through whofe bounty their rein- dser were fed. To this deity 
there could beno offering fo g^ptable as .fla*- l.o allufion to 
this fuperftition of their pagan anceftors, a verfc is fung by the 
children in Norway at this day ; 

Lova^ loya Hn, . - v 

Gud Udt fola Ikin ! 

Letfuttjhinenewt 

Andjtan vft vow! 

HoragaUes y/9S the thunder. This was worfhipped as a god, 
becaufe, fenfible of its eifeds, they deprecated the wrath of Hora- 
piles, left be fhOuld kill their rein-deer or themfelves. 

Aikkes, Jmd Aikies-Olmak, were two deities to whoiii the Fri- 
day and Saturday in every week were dedicated ; but in this point 

there 
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there is a diiFerenCe amongft Laplanders, fomc of them cdn(e- 
crating the Friday to the Saraihx (the Lapland Venus), the Sa- 
turday to Radien, and the Sunday io AUekes, 

Maderakka was the proteding goddels of the Lapland women, 
who invoked her upon all occalions peculiar to their lex. She 
was the Lapland Lucina, and had for her hulband Maderatja, 
who procreated all things, having that office configned to him 
from Radien-Kiedde. Sarakia wASi the daughter of ' Maderakka, 
equally adored by the Lapland matrons with the goddels her mo- 
ther ; and JukfrAkka was another daughter. She had the care of 
the children, which were entruRed to her from the moment of 
dieir birth. 

Scuvoo and Saiwo-Obnak. were the gods of the mountains. Thelc 
were called upon in cafes of difficulty, and anlwered thole who 
confulted them in dreams: they likewife helped the Laplander 
on his journeys, and guarded him from precipices or accidents by 
the way. Saiwo-Guelle was the Merquiy of the Laplanders: he 
conducted the Ibuls to the lhades below. 

The part of the earth v/heteJabme-AUo dwelt, was called / jSwc- 
Aikko-Abimo, or the regions of Jabme-Aikko, or death. In thofc 
regions the fouls of the departed, fumilhed with new bodies in lieu 
of thofe lying in the grave, were in pofleffion of every enjoyment 
and dignity which they held on earth, but in a more exalted de- 
gree. 

Rota was the Lapland Plutb. After him the infernal regions 
were named Rota Abimo. To thefc the fouls of bad men were 

Vox,, II. U q banilhed, 
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Ixudihed, ami here they remained without thofe hopes held out 
to the ibjoumen.in the Jtd/me-Abimo', ya& mendoned« of one day 
^joying the fight of Radieu, and dwelling with him evermore in 
the manfions of blifs. To Rota the Laplanders made application 
as their lall reibrt, when their fiippUcations appeared not to have 
been attended to by the other divinities.. They moreover be- 
lieved that all difea&s vrith which men or beafis were afflided, 
eri^nated with lio/ai and that, as he* was equal in power with 
the other gods, no relief could be expeded unlefs this malignant 
deity was inclined to become propitious. ^ 

Thus we obferve among thb people, what I believe may be 
found in every early ftage of fbciety, the acknowledgment of ie- 
veral Hmited and imperfed deities. Littlerefledion feemsnecef- 
toiCoovirto«'U9 that pdytheifm mud have been the moft an- 
^nt reti^on among mankind. What religion fo natural to con- 
fined,^ obfeure minds, as that which afetibes particular caufes 
for health fn>d fieknefi, plenty and want, profperity and adverfity ? 
They ^oft eafily fuppoie that ilbrms and temped, peltilence and 
fatpine come from powers; prolperous alTairs from the 

contrary. To; them good and U1 appear uhrverfally intermingled 
and confounded ; happinefi and mifery> wicluldnefi and benevb- 
l6nce,a}l ad^tast^ ^ttmded with difadvantages; 

, In fuch a ilage of fociety, no paffions but the mdinary afiec- 
tipns of human life cm 'Operate, - We may as well fuppofo that 
tiv? Laphmders inhabited houfes and palaces b^ne caves and htits, 
a8 :ti>at they ihould have had a belu^ in that perfod Being, who 

has 
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has heftossed oir^ on the whole frame of nature^ rather than in 
deities retaining human paiBons and appetites, together with cor- 
poreal limbs and organs. The evident order of the univerfe, the 
proper adjullment of all things, the defign prevalent throughout 
the whole, are totally unknown to them, andbbjedb atbut winch 
they are quite regardlefk This general plaii, to theit limited edtt* 
ceptions, is full of contrariety, and appesns to be a conftant eom- 
bat of oppofitc powers. To-day, ptofpCrity ; to-mortow, adverfity 5 
naturally beget notions of protedion and punifhment ; of bene- 
volent and malignant deities. 

Even when we have found an infant ^ple believing in one 
fupreme God, yet have they not divefted themfelves of an opi- 
nion, that all nature was full of other inviiible powers ; and tfae 
vulgar of all nations have fuch giofi notions of tfie Deity^, fuppbfe 
him fo flexible by prayers and entreaties, attribute to him fo 
much caprice, abfurdity, and even enormity, as render him in- 
finitely below what we aferibe to a omn of fenfe and virtue. 

One general remark may, T believe, be made of polytheifin; 
that it has little tendency to influence its votaries with apprehen- 
fjons, tenors, or intdlerance. The gloom and darknefs which 
almoft inodOfantly^h^g over Lapland, has not communicated to 
the religion of its ittiutlntants cither that morofenefi or dgedtion, 
which too much pervaded the perverfion of our mofl holy fyflem 
of divine f^th and woifliip during the dark ages. Though the 
Laplanders were habituated to facrifices, yet they appear not to 

'Qqa... v: have 
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har« been iubjed to rigid ceremonies, or fcvere mortifications ; 
though weaknefs and ignorance were prevalent, yet we find little 
fear or melancholy. 

Where focieties are not operated upon by the terrors of fuper- 
Rition, there feems little probability that their natural religion 
will be much tinRured with thofe frightful* apprehenfions of 
eternal punilhments, which are repugnant to humanity and com- 
mon fen&. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XXIV. 

Of tiu SacrtfUet offered by the Laplanders to their Deities, 

XT 7ITH refpeft to the deities, of which the attributes and 
' ^ names are contained in the preceding fedlicfn, as well as 
the rites and ceremonies oblervcd in their worfliip, the milTionary 
Lcems remarks, that he found the Laplanders to vary in different 
parts, and on that account has contented himlelf with fetting 
down what he was able to afeertain from his own perfbnal obfer- 
vation, or could derive from the beft information. Of his com- 
munications upon thefe fnbjeAs,we hate endeavoured to' give out 
readers a fhort abftrad. The whole may ferve to cftablifli a truth, 
that man unenlightened by the truths of a divine revelation, is led 
to pay his adoration to fenfible objeds, either as they promote his 
happinefs or interrupt his quiet. Thus the fun, thunder, moun- 
tains, lakes, the changes of the fcalbns, &c, become deities which 
he llrives to propitiate by fuch ceremonies as he fuppofes in the 
fimplicity of his mind ate moft likely to anfwer that purpofc ; 
which ceremonies, os he is wholly intent upon the end he pro- 
pofes to himfelf to attain by means of them, appear to him very 
ierious and important. 

Rein-deer, fbeep, and now and then a feal, were the animals 

chiefly 
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chiefly offered by the Laplanders to their gods. LVbatiqns.lome* 
times were made with milk and whey ; and occallonally they allb 
made offerings of cheefe. 

The ceremonies ufed by them in the pcrformwce of this wor- 
ihip, were manifold and various> and all thought to bejndifpen* 
fably neceffary. When they facrificed an animal, Ibmetimes the 
whole w^ offered up ; at other times only a particular part. It 
allb ibmetimes hapj^ned, that the animal was flain and the whole 
eaten by themfelves, in which cafe the bones were made an offer* 
ing to the deity of the jdace, and were left on the ^ot that the 
deity might clothe them with fieih, and reftore life to the vidim. 
Staves were fprinkled with the blood of the victim, and left on 
the l^t ; and if the place of faqrifice was near a lake or river, the 
blood was mingled with its waters, . 

When they had chanced to take a bcar^ it w^ P^ttly dreflhd 
and eaten, and the liver referved and confecrated.as a burnt-of- 
fering. 

To conciliate the favour of their deities for their children, pre- 
fents were made to the gods of different kinds. Whilfl the infant 
was yet unborn, they lacrified.a flieep or deer; in themoment of 
its birth a dog. was deffroyed in honour of the dei^, by buying it 
alive ; and vrien the chilifwas at the breafh fome other animal 
was killed for the fame purpofe. 

Libations of brandy were made to the J!args or houfehdld go|l8, 
whole abode was fuppofed to be under the fire place, 7be beifir 
in^ b!f a cbw, if ftowihg from the firff time of her calving, was 

■’ ■' ' 'oiered,'' 
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oiFered, b}r pouring it on the ground within the part of the tent 
where their cattle were folded. On any change of habitation, an 
offering was made of milk to conciliate the favour of the deity 
who was the guardian of the place. 

They alio had recourle to iacrifices upon occalion of any epi- 
demic diforder difcovering itlelf among them, or any diftemper 
breaking out amongft their cattle. Such offerings were ufually 
made when they went upon hunting or fifhin^parties, or on their 
return from them if Aiccelsful. Homs, and other parts of the 
rein* deer are found in places, fuppofcd to hare been depofited 
there by the Laplanders who have experienced good fortune in the 
chace, as offerings to the deity of the place. 

Several mountains and a number of rocks were efteemed by 
the Laplanders as facred, and held in great veneration. They are 
diftinguilhed by the general name of pajfe-roarck, which means holy 
places, and were formerly places of facrifice and religious worihip. 
It is to be oblerved, that thele rocks and mountains were remark- 
able for the fingularity of their ihape, height, or figure, and con- 
fequently excited ideas of awe and reverence in the minds of a 
fimple uninformed people, inhabiting a country vilited but for a 
Ihoit ifeafon by the chearful rays of th# fun, and buried during 
the ^eatdi part of the year in fhow, with little other light than 
what they derived from the pale beams of the moon, or the 
brighter comifeations of an aurora borealis. 

Two of thefe mountains are known at this di^ by the appella- 
tion of the greater and the Fmne-lirh, given them by the 
2 inhabitants 
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inhabitahts.of Norway ; names apparently derived from the fuper- 

llltious pratSiceS of the ancient inhabitants of the country ; though 

from the difficulty of afeent thefe mounteins would feem to be 

inednvenient for the purpofes of a place of worffiip. There could 

be, therefore, no other inducement for making tihem the feat of 

their devotions, than the religious horror which they impreffied on 

the minds of a weak, fuperflitious people. 

The veneration fcr thefe pq(Je-warck not yet entirely dif- 
appeared : fome Laplanders vifit them yearly in their beft clothes, 
and though they offer no frefli facrificcs, they are careful to leave 
the bones of former offerings untouched. On no account will 
they pitch their tents in the neighbourhood of thefe facred fpots, 
left they Ihould difturb the deities with the cries of their children, 
or other noifes. When they pafs them, they conduct themlelves 
with the utmoft reverence : they would not attack a fox, a bear, 
or any other animal, near thefe places ; and if a woman be in 
their company, ihe is under the ncceffity of turning her head 
afide, and covering her face with her hands. 

The ordinary feafon with the Laplanders for offering up facri- 
£ces, was about the dole of the autumn, when they were killing 
their fat 'cattle for the waiter’s ftore ; befides thefe, they ffiowed 
their devotion upon extraordinary occafions, and as neceffity re* 
quired* 

No woman Was allbyred to have any concern in the preparation 
or iolcmnization of thefe laaificcs; they were exelufivcly per- 
formed by 9 privileged daft of .men amiohgft the Laplanders, 
r ’ called 
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called Noaaids* In this office of facrificing they difcovered great 
dexterity, and on that account were dlftinguilhed by the Danilh 
name of blodmander, or men of blood. They knew how to fcpa- 
rate and divide the different parts of the animal, according to the 
nature of the facrifice, and the deity it was intended for. Upon 
thcfe occafiohs they conffantly wore a particular habit. 

Thofo ads of worfhip, occafioning a great redudion of their 
flock of cattle, often brought the Laplanders to alituatiun of 
mifciy and want: as the mountain Laplanders, when attacked 
by the fmall-pox or the meades, with difficulty got over thefo 
diforders, owing to the pores of their fkins being rendered imper- 
vious by the dirt and fmoke in which they lived, they made 
numerous facrihees of rein-deer during their illnefs, fometimes to 
the number of twelve rein-deer to one perfon. l 9 ow thefe people, 
obferving that the converts to chriftianity appeared to rid them- 
fclves of all complaints, by merely figning themfelves with a crofs, 
were eafily difpofed to adopt that religion. But as the God of the 
chriflians foemed t.o them only to hare provided for their happi- 
nefs hereafter ^ ^ moreover, too mild and gracious to afflid 
them with difeafes, .^y flill confidered it to be their intereft, 
occalionally to continue their facrifices ^0 the gods of their fore- 
fothep, in order to relieve themfelvra front ficknefs and the evils 
of this prefont fbte ; and herein they feem to have refembled the 
Samaritans mentioned in the New Teffament, who worfhipped 
the God of Iffael, and the idols of the Gentiles at the fame time. 
This in fome meafme acepunta for the Laplanders tving only fully 
VoL. II. R r converted 
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converted to ChrlfUamt^fo lately ; for it is certain that the truths 
of this religion had been preached atnongft them as early as the 
middle of the pinth century, there being Rill extant a refeript of 
the Emperor Ludovicus Pius, who lived at that time, fur this 
purpofe, wherein the Laplanders are exprefsly mentioned by the 
name of Skrit Finni, 


SECTION 
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SECTION XXV. 

Of the Magic Art praSlifed hy the Laplanders : Runic t)nm, 
Ganic Flies, Juoige, and Noaaid. 

magic art is faid to have been introduced in the North 
by Odin, who brought it with him from the Eiaft, and in- 
ftruded the Finni ; which people becoming great proficients in 
the art of direding the agency of fpirits, obtained the name in 
theft countries of Finne-kurfl, that is to fay, the fcience of the 
Fins. The early chronicles of Norway record the extraordinary 
feats of magic performed by their kings Haldan and Gunner ; 
how that the firft caufed a banquet to vanilh from before his 
guefts, and that the laft, by his invifiblc agents, procured fuch in* 
telligcnce of the ftcrct pradiccs of his enemies, as to enable him 
to iruftrate all their defigns. They make mention likewift of 
Eric Windus, a king of Sweden, who could change the wind 
with a turn of his hat ; and of Siwald, another Swcdifli monarch, 
who had ftven fons all equally Ikilful in the arts of magic. 

It is unnecefiary to mention the great knowledge which the 
female ftx have attained to in this ftience: there isicarcelya 
perfon who has not heard of Lapland witches. A forccreis pro* 
duced a number of infernal ipirits before Hadin, a king of Nor* 

Rr2 
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yray, and another n^til-ICraka prepared a mcfs of pottage of 
iadl admirable virtue, that it would have rendered his foh Bbllo 
Mrife and eloquent, if, unfortunatdly for him, it had not been in- 
tercepted and eaten up by his younger brother Eric, who thereby 
obtained the benefit defigned for his elder brother, add afterwards 
got the crown for himfelf. In fhort, there would- be no end of 
reciting the various {lories which anbient writers have left of the 
ma^cians, male as well as female, in paft times. Mr. Leems 
therefore confines his narrative tO the prefeht ftate of the magic 
art in Lapland. ' ' 

The vifiblc inflrument of ma^c, aS now’ prablifed in Lapland, 
is the runk drtm ; and the ihvifible agents employed in this arc 
called ^a»fc Jl'ies.,, The miffiohary fheWs the ufe made of each of 
thefe, and ^ves fbme account of the Kouu/i, or tegular bred ma- 
gician, together with the juoige, ot fong of incantation ufed by 
" him, and the method he takes to reftorc loll property to its right 
bwher. 


The runic drum, which may be confidcred as a compendium 
of Lapland paganifm, has the appearance of the head of a com- 
"^ rodh drum, the wooden frame of which is htfflg r6un<^ Writh brafs 
rings fb clofe together, thal th firike and rattle upon the lead 
' tduch'^of the uiffimmerit. ’ Upon is dretched over 

the drum cerifuri charalden’ afe paiiited, reprefenting the Radien, 
oV Eapland Jup of the deities^ of whOni aii ac- 

icphid is giveh iCA'^precedihg f(^i6n,^^^^ 
of aiuo^, W huhiher of forty-fiVc fynihols. ' On fomc 

i' - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . 
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drums more have been counted ; the ^oaaids, or magicians, npt 
pcrfedly agreeing in this rcipedl in different parts of Lapland : 
they, however, all coincide in the principal or leading deities. The 


runic drums are of the more value as they are of greater antiquity ; 
and if they can be proved to have been delivered from father to 
fon, in a long line of fucceeding magicians, they arc conlidered 
above all price : they are prcfcrved with great care and fccrccy, 
and are hidden from fight, except at the time they are ufed. A 
woman dares not to approach the place where one of thefc drums 
lies concealed, much lefs durft Ihe prefume to touch it. 

Before a Laplander lets out upon a journey, or undertakes any 
matter of moment, he confults his drum, which be does in the 
following manner. He places a ring, which is ufed for this pur* 
pofe only, upon the drum, and then ftriking upon it a fmart 
ftroke with a fmall hammer made from a deer’s horn, the ring is 
lhaken or driven over the furface from fide to fide, which, as it 
touches certain figures of good or bad omen, he conceives the 
better or worfe opinion of his fuccefs in what he is about to under- 
take. As, for example, if the ring move according to the courfc 
of the fun, he pronounces that he fliall fuccccd ; if contrarily to 
the fun’s courfe, that he lhi#Tail in his enterprize, whatever it 
be, of hunting, filhing, or the like. In the fame manner he judges 
of every event upon which .he is diippled to conlult this oracle. 

Faniilies in general poffcfs luch a drum, to which they refer 
for advice in the retircincnt of their habitation, confidering k as 
their guide and dircdlor upon comm^ Qccauqns; but in matters 

of 
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of greater moment, fuch<>a$ itekneis, a mortality amongft the 
cattle, or the like, they apply to privileged loothfayers or magi> 
clans : thefc are called in the Lapland tongue NoaaiJs, and are re- 
gularly educated in the art. Thefe men are completely initiated 
by fre<pient interviews with the fpirits in Jahne-aim ; befidcs 
■which, they pretend to be in poffeffion of runic drums which 
have defeended to them from anceftors famous in remote times 
for their {kill in divination. The Noaaid obferves much the fame 
method with that already deferibed, except that he makes ufc of 
fomc previous ceremonies with a number of very frightful grimaces 
and contortions, in which he is helped out by the immoderate quan- 
tity he takes of brandy and tobacco during his operation. By the 
ef^d of theie aids to infpiration, he at length becomes fo intoxi- 
cated^ t^t he falls into a deep fleep, which tlj»e {hinders by fup- 
pofe to be a trance. When he awakes he pretends that his foul 
has been conveyed a'way to Come paffe-warck, or holy mountain, 
which he mentions by name, and attempts to reveal his interwiew 
and difcoqrfe with the deities. At the fame time he names a 
&9riiice which muff be offered on a certain day, confilling, for the 
moft part, of a well fed rein-deer; and this being complied with, 
he encourages the hopes that the deity who is concerned will prove 
favourable. The Noamd’s Injundion never fails to be obeyed; 
and if the {kcirifice of a valuable rein-deer be not fuccecdcd by the 
godds effeds which are b^ped for from it, the {inaple Laplander 
(like fht^ poor unhappy people who run for a cure from one doc- 
tor tfodthet, until they have expended the latl farthing of their 
, money) 
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money) has recourib to 'another Noaaid, and another. No«v, as 
every confultation is followed by a fat facrifice, at which the glut* 
tonous foothfayer prefides as butcher and principal gueft, it hap- 
pens that the poor Laplander finds himlelf fuddenly reduced to 
want, his flock of cattle being wafted in riotous fccnes of fuper- 
ftitious infatuation. 

The ganic Jl'tes are evil fpirits entirely under the direftion of the 
Noaaid, and ready at all times to execute his orders : they have 
been delivered over to him by the Noaaid his father, who received 
them from his, and fb on through a long fcrics of magicians. 
Thcle ganic flies are invifiblc to all but the magician, who keeps 
them fliut up in a box until he has occafion for their ftrviccs. 

The jnotge, or long of incantation, is ufed by the Noaaid whilft 
in the cxcrcifc of his magical fundlion. To fay it is fung, is to 
give an impcrfedl idea of the magician’s manner of delivering it, 
which he does in the moft hideous kind of yelling that can be 
conceived. It is alfo frequently employed by thofe who arc not 
profefled magicians ; for the juoige is fuppofed to have the power 
to drive away the wolf, and is confidcred as a proteflion for the 
herd. Indeed, if the wolf be within hearing when they fing’it, 
it is no wonder that he fhould be frighted away by the noife. 
The words of this long arc yeiy fimplc ; we here prefent them to 
the reader, accompanied with an exafl tranflation : 

Kumpi don eidnak vahag lek daUkam. 

Ik Ihjat kalka dam packeft orrot ' 

Mutfo 
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• Mutto^daft erit daakkaa • 

Mailme kiaetizhjai mannat, 
la don Mkak dai 

Fazhjatallah, dacheke jetzhja lakai hxwanct. 

Accuried wolf! far hence away! 

Make in thefe woods no longer (lay : 

Fly hence ! and feek earth’s utmoil bounds, 

Or perilh by the hunter’s wounds. 

The method taken by the Noaaid to recover ftolcn goods is no 
more than this. He comes into the tent where he has reafbn to 
fulped the thief is to be found, and pouring a quantity of brandy 
into a diih, which then refledb the features of any perlbn looking 
into it, he makes* a number of grimaces over it, and appears to 
confider it with very great attention. After fome length of time 
employed in this way, he takes the fufpeded Laplander afide, 
charges him with the fa£l;, declares that he faw his face plainly 
figured to him in the difh, and threatens to let lodfe a fwarm of 
pnic flies upon him, who ihall torment him until he makes ref* 
titution. Thus does the magician work upon the fears and ap* 
preheniions of the fufpeded perfbn, who, if he be the real thief, 
never faik to replace whatever he has flolen with the fame lecrecy 
as he took it away. 

' The egregious folly of believing that certain perlbns were en- 
dowed with fupematural power, and that they were aflifted by 
inviflblc 0|irit8,,; was univvfai ibon af^ the eflablifhment of 
■/“ir Chtiftianity, 
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Qiriftianity, add began not to be ^ncrally difcreditcd till 'the 
fixtecnth century. In England we Oven find witchcraft fiipported 
by royal authority : by James In countenanced by the great Lord 
Bacon. The belief in Ipirits, not left abfurcl, even the vigor- 
ous mind of Dr. Johnfon.was not exempt firom. But theft ridi- 
culous» mifthievous, and cruel delufions, are happily banilhed 
almoft from the habitations qf the moft ignorant, and wc already 
begin to wonder at the credulity of our anceftors. 
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SECTION XXVI. . 

Of the fireng Attachment of the Laplanders to their native 
' Country. 

^ I ''HE miiBoaaiy Lccms, on a review of the {late and condition 
of the Laplanders, acknowledges, that their fituation is in- 
cxprcffibly hard and full of trouble : yet he oblcrvcs that being 
enured to this kind of life from their early years, their attachment 
to their native country is greater than that of nations who live in 
the enjoyment of every convenience and comfort ; in proof of 
which, he gives an account of a commiflion which he received in 
a perfonal interview from his Daniih Majefty, Chriftian VI. to 
lend a young Laplander to his court at Copenhagen, and the ex- 
treme difficulty he found in executing it.: This inter\'iew being 
fo; im|rartant.a pa0ag|:: in the miffionaiy’s own life, he relates it 
with great circumflantiality. It was an intereftiug period; for 
the .time of his being pre:^nted to his m^cHy very nearly coincided 
wiiffi that of his taking unto, himfclf a wife. 

In the beginning he had gone to Aallund in the 

pro vince of Snnd-^oe?!^ AIe^«Rubergia : it wasjuil three weeks 
af^r bis marriage, prefented to the king by Admiral 

- ^ m^^, who had received a very ^vourable 
j account 
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account of his labours, took down his name in his memorandum 
book, and gave him a promife of future preferment in the church, 
which, in December, next year, he faithfully fulfilled, by promot- . 
ing him, after being ten years a miffionary in Lapland, to the rcc- 
torfhip of the vacant parifh of Augwaldfnefs, in the diocelc of 
Chriftianfand*. 

The king, in his progrefs through Norway, in the fummer of 
1733, was detained for fbme time in the harbour of Aalfund by 
ftrefs of weather. He fent for Mr. Leems, and put a number of 
queftions to him concerning the flate of the Laplanders, the com- 
merce of Finmark, the fuccefs of the chriftian million in thofc 
parts, and other matters : to which queftions the miffionary re- 
plied according to the beft of his ability and information, with all 
due reverence to his majefty’s perfon. At laft the king gave him 
a commiffion to get fome young man among the Laplanders, and 
to fend him to Copenhagen to him as foon as poffible. 

But who, fays the miffiotiary, could believe it poffible that there 
fliould be any one who would rejeft an offer that promifed fo de- 
firablc and fplendid a-condition of life ? Iftt this was really the 
cafe. Application was made to' numbers of individuals among 
the Lapland youth to go to court, where they would be kindly 
received and taken care of by the king— -but in vain. At length, 
however, a young ihan, called Peter Nicolas Korfnaes, was pre- 
vailed 6 n to fuftcr himftlf to be taken on board of fhip to Copen- 
hagen, though riot without very great difficulty. This Nicolas 
had nothitig remarkable to rccomthend him, eithet in his ftature 

S s 2 or 
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or Igure. There were fevcral youths of more advantageous ap- 
pearance whom the raiffionary wifhed very, much to have fent to 
court in preference to Nicolas Korfnaes : but they were not to 
be induced to quit Lapland by any argument or pvomife. There 
was particularly one of the bay of Alten, of uncommon ftature as 
well as comelinefs for a Laplander, whom the millionary preyed 
very much to go to the king, and his importunities and promile 
of the royal proteSion and favour would, he lays, have fucceeded, 
hut for the intervention of the young man's mother. This wo- 
man, who was then in a ftate of pregnancy, cah^ to the miffion- 
ary and told him, that the curfe of God, as well as her's, would 
light on his head, if he Ihould tear from her her dear and only 
Ion, and if any accident Ihould happen to her, whofe time of de- 
livery drew nigh, in confequence of the grief and fonow Ihe muft 
fulFer from that ad of his. The miffionaiy after this defilled from 
all farther perfuafion. 

When the young Laplander arrived at Copenhagen, he was 
treated with all poffible attention and kindnels, being handlbmely 
dreffied, and well entoMained ; all which things Mr. Lcems dc- 
feribes minutely : but in the autumn he was taken ill, and lan- 
guilhed till the end of the year, when he died. The miffionary 
does not helitate to aferibe his death to the fudden change of air 
and manner of livingj and quotes the maxim, that ail fudden 
** changes are dangerous.” The body of the youth was interred 
in a very folemn and honourable manner, and the line dothes in 
which he bad been attired by his majeHy, were fent for fbme fmall 
eotifolidibn to his forrowfffi parents. 
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At the fame \iinc that Nicolas was fent to Copenhagen, another 
Lapland boy, called Peter Jonas, who lived as a domeftic with 
Mr. Leems, was induced, by the promile of many>good things, 
and not lei^ it may be preliimed, by the example of the youth 
who allowed himfelf to be taken to Copenhagen, to go with Ad- 
miral Rofcnpalm, with the intention of becoming one of his Tea- 
men. As the lad did not want capacity, the admiral had him 
inltru<fled in writing and arithmetic, and fent him on board a 
Danilh Eaft Indiaman, that he might learn the art of navigation. 
He made one voyage to India, but died Cooa after his return to 
Copenhagen. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XXVII. 

Some Obfervatiom relative to the Climate and Natural Uifiory of 

taplatid. 

materials which I have collc<ftcd on the fubjeft of Lap- 
• land, are fb numerous and of lb various a nature, that I 
might have confiderably increafed the bulk of this work if I had 
chofcn to incorporate in it every thing I polTefs. But I lliould 
perhaps have abufcd the patience of the reader, if I had extended 
my remarks any ' farther than I have already done. I think it, 
therefore, better to keep back what remains, and to produce it at 
fome future period, if a fufficient degree of approbation encourage 
me to fuch an undertaking. I cannot, however, at prefent take 
my leave without communicating the following table, as an au- 
thentic piece of information, which may afford fome light refped;- 
ing the climate of thofe northern diftrids, through which I have 
carried the reader in the foregoing pages. The place to which it 
refers' is Utsjocii, upon the river Tana, inLappmark, fituated under 
6q degrees 53 minutes north latitude; and perhaps no obferva- 
tions of the kind have ever been made farther to the northward. 
Tl^is table was given me by Mr. Julin, who had fuggefted the 
id^ of making finniar remarks to the Rev. Mr. CaRiein (brother 
. 8 ■ of 
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of the Caftrcitj’of Kcmi, whom wc have mentioned before) ;*and 
the latter gentleman, being fond of natural hiftory, and acquainted 
with its principles, was well able to fatisfy the curiofity of Mr. 
Julin. 


■ 

Ohjervations made in the Part/h of Vtsjdcli, in Lappmarh, 69® 5 S' 
> North Latitude, in the Years 1 795 and 1 797, 

By Samuel Castrein : 

ColleSied and arranged hy J. Julin, of Uleahorg. 


1 . Meteorological Obfervations. 



1795 . 

1797 . 

The fun’s half diik feen above the horizon 

.Ian. 21. 

Jan. 21. 

Firft rain fell ~ 

Apr. 30, 

May 5, 

The ice difappeared on the river Tana 

June 3. 

June 5. 

The lakes were free from ice — 

— 

June 28 

Night-frofts began — ^ — 

— 

July 15. 

The rivers froze — - — 

Oct. 12. 

Oct. 18. 

The lakes froze — — 

Oct. 20 . 

Oct. 25. 

The ground covered with foow — 

— 

Nov. 3 . 

The fun under the horizon — 

Nov. 20 . 

Nov. 18. 

2. Calendarium Fauna Utsjokenfs.. 


The following birds arrived r 

1795 . 

'I 797 . 

Emberiza nivalis — 

Apr. 4. 

Apr. 11 . 

Falco chryfaetos — •— 

Apr. 4. 

Apr. 11. 


Anas 
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■% 

l/ 0 «. 

i;o7. 

Anas cygnus — 

Apr, 11 . 

Apr. 4 . 

Motacilla alba — -i,- 

May 6 . 

May 9 . 

Mcrgus mcrganfor — — 

May 6 . 

May 10 . 

Anas elangula — — 

May 6 . 

May iT. 

Cofvus cornix — — 

r 

May 18. 

Colymbus ar^icus — ^ — 

May 20 . 

May 24. 

Frin^ila caelebs — — - 

— 

May 25. 

Motacilla flava — . — • 

May 20 . 

June 3. 

Alca Alee — — — 

May 29 . 

May 30. 

Scolopax glottis — — 

May 29 . 

June 4. 

Cuculus canorus, lings — — - 

May 30. 

June 2 . 

Sterna hirundo — — 

June 2 . 

June 0 . 

Hirundines — — 

June 2 . 

June 6 . 


3. Cakndarium Flora Vtsjohnfis, 


The following plants flowered : 

170«- 1797 . 

Draba Alpina — — 

June 23. June 1 7 . 

Rubus chamsemorus, et ardlicus — 

June 24. — — 

Arbutiu uva urli, ct Alpina — 

Jnne 25; June 17 . 

Calflia paluflris ^ 

June 80. June 28. 

Comus fuecicas 5 


Trollius EuropSMis — — 

July 4 . — - 

Vi(^ biflora — — >— 

July 


Jefly 6 . June 29- 


Ailine 
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iro5. 


. 3J» 
i7g7. 


Alfine media ^ 

July 10 . 

July 9 , 

Andromeda caerulc%, 5 
^Pedicularls Lapponicus -r- 

July 10 . 


Vaccinia orpnia Suec. — •— 

July 15. 

July 7 . 

Polygonum viviparum — — • 

July ll» 

July 8 . 

Rumex acetofclla, ct digynus — 

July 11 . 

July 7 . 

Diapenfia Lapponica — — 

July 1 1 . 

July 10 . 

Ranunculus acris 2 

July f2. 

July 12 . 

Sedum paluftre 3 

Stellaria graminea ^ 

July 14. 

July 13. 

Leontodon Taraxacum 5 

Myofotis fcorploides 

• 

Jijty 1 7 . 

C . 

Prunus Padus J * 

July 20 . 

Saxifraga ftcllaris — — 

Anthericum calyculatum — 

1 July 23. 

July 17 . 

Lychnis Alpina ^ 

Polemoniuin caeruleum 5 

July 27 . 

July 13. 

Geranium (ylvatiiputn^ et Alpinum — 
Geranium iylvaticum, ct pratenfe — 

1 July 28. 

July 20 . 

Mcnyanthcs trifoliata — — 

July 29 , 

July 2.5. 

Paris (Juadrifblia k . 

July 30. 

July 18. 

Carbpanula rotupdifolia 5 

Galium uligin^i^un^ ct borcale / — 

Aug. 0 . 

Aug. 5 . 

Sorbus aucuparia y 



Rhinanthus crifta galli J 

Aug. 7 . 

Aug. l O. 


foi. 11. 


Tt 


ParnafGa 
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Pamaffia paluftris ^ 

Euphralla officinalis J 
Leontodon autumnale — — 

Erica vulgaris — — - 

The birch (betul» alba) iheds its leaves 


i;0S. i;o;. 

Aug. 22. — 

Aug. 22. Aug. 2(1% 
Sept. 1 6 , Sept. 10. 
Sept. 2g. Sept 25. 


APPENDIX. 



CONTAINXNO, 


I. 'Specimens of Finland and Lapland Mtifc, 

II. A Diary of the Author's Journey from Stockholm to Dle&borg i 

thence to the North Cafe : and back again. 




:it5 


Appendix. 

Runa of the Finlanders. * 



/ I Variation . 



|aj Having heard this Melody different vays,! hero gi\t the 
'Variations as I heard them. 


NJB.l am indebted to Mr 8chwenke,Mnfic Maftcr of Ham- 
hvr^,for the Bafs of all the folloiring> l\ines,fome of which 
are very in^enionfly and fcientifically let. 

VoL.n, Sa 

■ ■ . ; -V-' - - ■ 





T 


This is the tune of a Dante of Finlanders played upon 
55?; ^ c^pifs of Notes, It is Inter 

eftltii*' tnjltee-hw'the^' 'caa^ej^^ 






‘ fIttUniieri! Daiic^ it the Cottag;e on the Banks «f * 
the River lieivaniemi, played hy ahliiid Fidler. 



r f r r r r 
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|aj It U to obferved in this Tune, that the whole of the firft 

part^a^d four Bari of the fecond,are within the compafs of the 
five Not^s of the Harpv ’*hat the three laft are tii^ Notes out of 
the coxnpafsp.he Violin, or the introduction of the ¥lddle,infpi- 
redthis licence. It is atimidftep out of their limited circle, and 
for thofe who are fon4j;of ittliwite enquiries 
may ihew holf introBu^ of a new liiftrulaihtjefe - 

ted than the/ijlrft,lntroduct’snew ideas, ani ch^^gea^^% degi^is 
the character of the ancient Mude* Ihe fecohd part has the fault 
of having an unequal iiumhcr pf Bars jf) which is a licence in 
the ttCuai mod© oif coqipolNioj^ Wtllilih 
not to be fo ftiictly attended 



mane. 






T 


T 


T 


T 


T 


1 


. ^aj Thin is another Hailing Dance, and fervea for the fame 
putjiof^ of dancmg; although not fo fine as the preceding, it 
* bears a peculiar manner . 


VoL,il. Yy 




|aj This Thne has very little ori^iidity>aad etcept its h«V<» 
Ingr each part of fix Bars.inftead of ei^tiiihioh is moi4 com- 
mon, it nii^t. he a tolerable Ptolonaife. As it ftandsiths fifth 
and fixih fiars,«hich form the Gadehceiof file firft part, are 
too fndden and nnnataral. 



inhofpitable regions, It is impofsible to tell jE) very body ac« 
ip^nted with fee that it ia neither wild nor odd 

Chttoaiglh to be hone beyond the polar Circle. It la regular In 
its ;Cladieiioeiytafy ai^d nainral in iti'tranfitioeis; iad migh^ 
hoAmg^ittihe Btreeta of Italy i^d tdtenibtinjtt ltAli^^ 


3 . 



Thit Tune; is a Soi^.lnd bas a very good effect when fung , 
by many.becaufeitis fufeeptible of accords and accompani . . 
ments. It is fo simple that we may think it national, althou^. 
it wants the characteristic Symphony of wUd Music . 








licence to the 

,i»;vv.v. 


T he following daiI|^o^||of my journey ^ chiefly intended 




world. Such information^_ though of itillf untiitcrcftin^ I k^w 
from experience 

circumftanc69. ItJ brii^ thetas 'JJrCTteMfty with the 


objefts they are to encounter, keeps their attention more vigilant,, 



p^on'toA " -iC < 

t -^c »di^ne»^ wl'ich lo 

Warn td'bhi^^^fe dfttbbi^^ 

i *%,#*»* 

’ tJ forty^Sr 

gree of the equator ‘ therefore oho Svre^ftftt'njile cqntws nearly 
Vox.. II. ^ Zx ; feven 
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fetfcn £ngU(h. The miles of Norway are ftill larger than thole 
of Sweden, and one is about equal to eight or nine Engliih. 

In the column of the expences it may perhaps occur, that 
they arc not fb great as might have been lihagined from what 
was laid in the firft chapter ; but the difference of travelling is 
to be taken into conflderation. There we fpoke of a gentleman 
travelling in his own carriage, and in fummer ; whereas the Diary 
refers to the winter time, when the chcapell of all conveyances, 
viz. the fledges, arc in ufe. A Swedifli fkilling is rather more 
th|p an Engliih penny ; and forty-eight fkillings make a riz-dol- 
lar, which is about equal to four ihillings and fix-pence Englilli. 
The expences are calculated for a Angle gentleman who wants 
two fledges, one for himfelf, and one for his fervant and luggage, 
with an attendant to each, vvho is to take back the fledges and 
horle. BeAdcs this, he mull unavoidably have a courier, whom 
he may fend on before him to befpeak horfes ; for the horfes are 
fometimes brought- together from different houles that may be 
three or four miles diflant from one another ; and if they were 
not ordered before hand, a very great lofs of time would be oc- 
caAoiied by conftantly waiting for them : fuch an avant courier 
is, in Swedifh, called Jhrbad. The attendants are in general pea- 
fants. It is not abfolutcly required to pay thefe people any thing 
^Acliif the hire of the fledges' and horfes; but it is cuflomaiy 


7 


to 
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to prefent them with a gratuity, as is done with regard to ,thc 
poRboys and drivers of coaches in England. 

When I fpeak of a night's lodging at the peafants’ houfes, or 
common Rages, it^s to be underftopd that you are furailhed with 
a bed, confining of a mattrcfs, blankets, and a cover made of calf 
or lamb'fkins : there are no (heets to be had. Fuel and firing is 
in great plenty every where. 


Sockliolm 
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tJOUtoS FROM 


State o^tke < 
« Weather. 
Thermometer 
of Cehius.* 


Stages^between Stockholm, 
and Uleaborg, through 
Finland. 



Arrival and 


Departure. 


Stockholm. 


Euflad. 


Oftbyi 


Set off at 7 
o'clock in the] 
morning^ , 
March i stb 


[The wcalher] 
dark agd 
gloomy. 
iTher. S® o.-f-l 


A thaw 
labout noon; 


Expences in 
Swcdiih Money. 


3 horfes 

2 (ledges 

3 men 

3 horfes 

2 (ledges 

3 men 


[ftlK-d. Skil. 

0 42 
0 4 

0 9 

1 0 
0 4 

0 9 


Hall. , . . 

KUIaode. 


Krakdad. 


Swamberga. 
,Toftingc. . . 



3 horfes 

2 (ledges 

3 men 


0 24 
0 4 

0 9 


3 horfes 

2 (ledges 

3 men 


0 27 
O 4 

O 9 


3 horfes 

2 (ledges 

3 men 


0 24 
O 4 

0 9 


3 horfw « 

2 (ledges 

3 men 


0 24 
0 4 

0 9 


15 


Arrived at 
midnight ; 
departed at 
the very be- 
ginning of 
March ig. 


About mid- 
night. 6° Q. 


3 borto 

2 (l^gesi 

3 men 


0 39 
O 4 

0 9 


' * 1 ihall henceforth exprefo the forenoon by a. and the afternoon byp. iw. 
B. This figh a fignihei below the freezing point; s above it. 




STOCKHOLM TO ULEABORG. 


' LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

You go out of Sfocikolm by the north gate ; paTs through Haga, crofa 
the lake upon the ice in the ihiddle of the king’s gardens. You 
come very near Ulrilkdal, a feat of the queen dowager, but leave it. 
on the left. 

Eujiai is only a fingle peafant’s houfe.-nrTbe country is varied with 
little hills, that are here and there covered with wood, and well culti> 
vated; tbefe prefent in fumroer fomc pleaftng landfcapes. 

Ofihy \i a fmall hamlet, with about four or five peafants’ boufes, where 
the traveller may in feme degree be accommodated.— The road from 
thence is hilly. 

Hall, Here you may get a night’s lodging, fuch as it is. 

Killande is a hamlet of four or live honfes : no accommodation for 
travellers. 

Krakftad, a (ingle pealant’s houfe; qo accommodation. 

Swdmherga, a peafant’s houfe, (ituated upon the banks of the .lake 
Jerven, which is Currounded with a wood of fir-trees : this fituation 
niuft be pleafant in the fummer feafon. 

i two or three peafant’s houfes, not calculated to receive :9ran- 


GrUMiama 



JOURNEY FROM 


Sht^ bawf^n Stockholm 
and Uleaborg though 
Finland. 

■MUSS 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

Sute of the 
Wc^ither. 
Thermometer 
of CeliiuB. 

Kxpenceg in 
Swediih Money. 



■ , 



liis.d. 8ktl. 

Griflehuno. 

i 

March IQ. 

5°Q 

3 horfes 

0 X8 



Air. 1 a. m. 

on tbe fea. 

.2 Hedges 

0 4 



Dep. 0 a. m. 

7"^ 

3 xnen : 

0 9* 

e 

. ■ V 


WindS.W. 



Siomilflrnr. 

5 

• 

Arr. 5 p. xn. 


6 horfes 

2 24 





4 fledges 

0 16 

: > • r , . ■ 




6 men 

0 24 

Ekcro* 

2 

Arr. 7i p. m. 

3*0 

3 horTes 

1 0 





2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

f 

Frebbenby. 

H 

Arr. 9 p. m. 


3 horfes 

0 30 



Departed 


2 fledges 

0 4 



March 20tb 


3 men 

0 9 



7 a. in. 




T?.ntnrV»v> 

li 


t 

3 horfes 

0 30 










2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 


H 

i'f.- 


3 horfes 

0 30 




2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 


* ihort 4 two (kiUiogi might he enough £[>r each diiver; hut itie 

hif^y wotth ^h^ 
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; gTOCmOLM TO ULEABORG. 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Gr(/lehamn is the poft-houfe (a brick building) where the paflcngcrs 
that travel this way to go to Finland, either in Winter or fummer, 
generally flop : the road lies acrofs the fca. In fiimmer there are 
always pod-boats ready to convey the travellers ; and in winter, when 
theicc is drong enough to bcar,fledgcs*and horfes arc here furnifhed. 
It is to be obfei’ved, that at this place you are obliged to take double 
the number of horfes to what you had before : tl)ere is a telegraph 
at Griflehamn. 

SipiUJkar is a rock, or fniall illand, the firft of the kind you meet in 
croffing the fea. There is a telegraphy which qorrefponds with the 
one at Griflehamn, 

Ekero is another of that clufler of iflands, known under the name of 
Aland, This ifland is of confidcrablc extent; it confifts of fixty 
hemman^ let to different families. Hemnan means ,an cflate of land 
belonging to the crown, and farmed by the peafants; there is a 
church, fifl:y windmills, a great quantity of wood and corn, 

Frehhenhy coniifts of ouly two hbufes ; one defined for travellers, and 
the other inhabited by peaiants. . , * 

Etikarly ; a few houfes without any accommodations for paflengers. 
The country is hilly, and confequently the road uneven. 

liara^j^ifk C^all village, (ituated on an eminence^ and confpicuous by 
ibme windmills. The way Kes clofe by the caftle of Caftelholmen, 
famous for having been the priibn of Eric XIV. It is bailt upon a 
rock, it the extremity of a neck of land 0at juts put into the fea* : ; 


Skorpa.s 
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' f. ; 


Stages between Stoekholm 
and Uleaborg through 
Finland. . , 


Swedilh 

Miles. 


Arrival and 
Departare. 

State of the 
Weather. 
Therniiometer 
..of Ccliius. 

March 20. 
Arr. noon. 

ITie vreathw 
darkand 
gloomy, yet 
not foggy : 
a thaw. 





■ 

Arrived at 
midnight. 

Staid March 
21 and 22. 
Dep. March 
23,9 a.m. 

The weather 
creared.up^ 
with’B 
ofH^Qflom 
l2*to7®S 
7 "q 
9^9, 

• a a • • . • • • • 

. : . 



Espeoccsin 
Swediih Money, 


Skorpas . 




Vergata 

Kumlinge 

Bran40. 

Variala • 


Helfipg . 


HiOKMB. 


LaiUi. 


li 


3l 


H 


ai 


3 boifea 

2 fledges] 

3 men 


|ft{iud. fkiU 

0 30 
0 4 
0 0 




li 


3 horfcs 

1 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 

2 fledges 

3 men i 

■ . / 

3 horfes 

2 fledges 
amen 

3 Kbrfes 

2 fledj^s 

3 meii 


3 hoifes 
liled^ 


3 hoHb 
3 iledg^ 
3 men 

3 h<Si^ 

2 fledgesj 

3 men 


0 18 
0 4 

0 9 

1 30 
0 8 
0 12 

1 12 
0 6 

0 9 

1 12 
0 6 
0 0 


I 0 
0 4 

0 9 


0 36 

0 4 
0 9 

0 3d 
0 4 
0 9 
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4 "'1* . . .. ■ • ■ ■ ■- 

SkStfas conflib of three or four hbufes, in which the peafants (cem to 
live very comfortably. There is af(o a fmall building for the ufe of 
travellers,*whcrc they may be lodged and entertained. 


Vergaia\ a Angle houfe upon a little ifland, without accommodation for 
paffengers. ' 

KmVmga \ a Angle houfe upon a fmall iAand, in which paflTengera may 
be accommodated with a lodging. v ^ 

Brando^ another fmall lAand, but without any fort of accommodation 
for travellers except horfes, which maybe had ‘of the peafant; but 
you muA proceed as far as Vhrfala to dbtain a lodging. 

Varjala likewife a, fmall iAand. There are two rooms in the peafant’s 
houfe defti^ of travellers. The peafants fcerti 

to' live there pretty well ; they can. giv^ potatoes, butter, milk 
• and beer;., . 

Helfingi a pcafant’s boufc, with an apartment for flrangers. Here the 
Swedifli language begins to ccafe, and is Replaced by the Finpiffi. 
A|mQ(i the whole of the road goes through pinb and Ar-woods : the 
country is flat; ‘ 

iftwoix; room for trav^ers, whiej^bcidg very fmall> cem^ 

■ ' ’• .S' ; / ■; V ■' 

pwfapt’s M paflengefs; 

VbiS II. ■ ^ . /■.■■r/ 3 A\ .\-,Niemcnkyla' 
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Stogei between Stocknolm 
and Dleaborr thtougb 
Finland* 

Swediih 

Mllef. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 
Thernnometer 
of Ce]fitt9. 

Expences in 
Swediih Money. 



:■ 



ftia^ Ikn. 

I^iernehkyla..*/.. • 

.TV 

* ta 

M^ch i3. 

'■ ‘ ■ ■; 

■ai^hoTfe* 

0 37 



■ ■ 


3 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

• '« ■ 

0 9 

. .... . . . 

'14'’ 



3 horfes 

0 36 


V ♦ ■ ■ 



2 fledges 

0 4 



' 



0 9 


' If''' 

■ 

Ait. 10 p. m. 

8®S 

3 horfes 

lEH 



Dop. March 

March 

2 fledges 

0 4 



26 , 1 p. ni. 

pa. m. $"5 

3; men 

0 9 




0001?. 8*q 




, 

1 

midnt. 10** g 

N.B.you 





Mi|rch 25, 

j^yat this 



i. ' •«•■'■ 


mom. lt«e 

four 





March'96>' 

ikillmore 





1 piiri. S^ Q 

for the 





Some fiiow 

borfes. 





fell. 



^fikvln. - 

2 " 



3 bor(eS'^ 

1 1*2 



■ ■■; 

" V «: 

3 fledges 

D 4 






0 9 





k^you 






|»yfwtlie 
horfes as 

: ’ 





ufoidk 

■ --i ^ y- ■ •' 





If 

. • ■ * e ■ f ^ • a 

A Iwo'' 

% 30 


: -v4“.;A 

’V \ 


A 

0 4 





:A-f8eilfe> 

pfl ' 9 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

•; - • . . .. ; . • 

Ntmenkyla, The reader will obferve with what nicety the Swedijfh mil« 
are fufadiviclcd. In France^ England^ and other countries, the tra* 
vclIerV njoney generally levels the fradlipns, but it is not fo in Sweden. 
There is but one apartment for paflengers in the peafant’s houfc at 
this place. 

HnmikaJar Here one may lodge pretty comfortably. The houfe affords 
two bed rooms, and a fitting room. Proceeding from this place it is 
always neceflary to have an interpretey of the Finnifh tongue, becaufe 
the people dP not fpeak Swedifh. 

Aho is the capital of Finland*, T^ere js the caflle of Abo-hus, a fme 
cathedral, a untverfity,:'a library: it is the relidence of an admiral, a 
governor, ahd a bifhop* * A quarter of a mile (Swedifh) frofh the town 
you pafs by the churth of St. Mary, which is (aid to be very ancient, 
and to have fervpd as ^thednd before the foundation of the city. 
The government pf Abo has allowed ^e peafants to raife the price 
of poilingHti cPhfoquencc of foimc particular duty. 


for paflengers. The whole way is by 
land V there are neither lakes nor rivers ; and when the road is unlit 
for the' fledges going, travelling here becomes very irkfome. 


for travellers. We here law the people ufe the 
fir-biiinches of flraw^ to m^c Uttefs for the cowiaifd 
> pr^urhuiaotire. .1 

• ^ aA 2 Muflan^ 
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EiK d. Skil. 

Mufldnoja * . ; . . . > , 

. H . ■ 

Mar^h 

5* • 

i;, • . 

3 horfes 

O 30 

■ :. ... ... 



.. >;•. •■' 

2 Hedges 

O 4 





3 men 

O 9 

Oripaa 

14 

Arr, lip. iji. 

5® O 

3 hories 

0 33 


■* ¥ 

Departed 

^ Te . 

2 fledges 

0 4 



March 27 , 


3 men 

0 9 



9 a. m. 

iro 






A clear Iky. 



ViTiftzanoja. . . . . . * 

1 < 



3 horles 

0 24 




‘ ■■ i 

2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

o 9 

Sa)li)a«PellarL ..... 

H 



3 horfes 

0 30 




2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

O 9 

Mamala. 

i 

If---'' 

. 'i 

About udon 

3 hories 

0 45 




3 inches of 

2 fledges 

0 4 




fndw fell. 

3 men 

0 9 

Kiyifiicinv ' 

1* 


'V 

3 horfes 

0 33 




2 fledges 

0 4 




• e ■ ■ 

3 men 

o 9 

Soiiiila ^ v • . • V 




3 horfes 

0 27 





2 fledges 

0 4 





.3 men 

0 9 
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Miifianoja. Here is a finall feparate houfc for the reception of travcllcrsi 


Oripaa. No lodging for flrangers. At a little diflance from this plpce 
is the (burce of the river Aurajoki. The road is very (luc, and goes 
through the middle of a pine-wood* 


JFirtzanojay a wretphed place belonging to the parith of LofmijoiS, and 
the diftri (3 BiSrneborg or Satekunda. The road fiill proceeds through 
woods of very old pine-trees, • 

SaUila-Pdtari. One may here ge^ fome kind of lodging, . The. pea- 
fanls arc flout and handfoinc people. You have to crbfs the Loiina,* 
Pungalaifis^ and the Lembou or Ills/ ull of them fmall rivers that 
empty thcinfelvcs into the river Cumo, 

Mantala. Here is a feparate^ 


Khiniem, No lodging for, flrangers. The river Cumo appears very 
confiderablp, and the noife of its current is heard under the ice, 

Soinila, a fmaJI hamlet without any accommodation for travellers. Yoa 
pafs ovvr a wemden bridge about two hundred paces, or four hundred 
fert long, which ia called Wamajkojki Bro. The Hver formi bcih a 
ibrt of cataract, which (alls down with a great roering : in the Finnith 
lanjguage a c^ara^ is celled kojki. What aj^pears. contrary to all 
rule is, that the bridge m . built in the iftape W a crcfccnt or half- 
tnpon, with the etirveturp^ ’ 

Heinoia 



iomtm 


. , t _ 


Stages Stockholm 

Ir'Ifcdv' . i;. 



State of the 
Weather. 

* J- 1 11 - *a j r 1 , . _ 

Expencesm 

EBBW 

■HI 

Thermometer 

Swediih Money. 


mi 

of Callus. 



Heihoi*.. . 


47. 

1., . . ' • 

- Tficliioods 

B^horfes 

Ria.ii. »kiU 

042 


di(perfedby 

i fliedKee 

0 4 



1 • 

the wind. 

3 men 

0 9 



Ait. 10 p. m. 

9*C • 

a . , 




Departed 
March 28, 






9P*n>* 

16“ Q 

A very clear 






fty. 

3 horfes 


Wuor|tHi or Haga. . 

ij 



0 36 




2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Hertuala. . 

ii,> 



3 horfes 

0 30 


- . 


2iilc^;es 

0 4 





; 3 ineri : , 

0 9 

■ 

Yirvcnlcvlcl' . * 


Air. 5 p. ni. 
Staid March 

Mareb 09. j 

3 horfra 
Blted^s 

1 o 

♦ VI fV44f>T#V# # • • 9 • # # 

•V 




^9r 

^pl^rilcy> 

,m^.lO“o 

3 meii f 

9 9 




noon 8* i 



.J 


30, 

March 30. 
Snow about 
noon. Tber. 






the^ole 






day at S^ g 





J:;;' 31, ; 

MaiVhSl. 
The air dark. 
»Therra. the 






whole ^ylat 





Departed 
April 1, 






9&m. 

SfTllHrilll 
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Weimis. Here is 9 roomibr paflengersrwith three beds (n it : the mf 
lies scrofs the ice. ' " 


U'uorkis. The hoofe at this place is unfit for the receptiph of travel* 
lers : it is one of thofe FinlandiiJI cottages which, if I am not mif- 
taken, are called putcha. They have no chimney, but the fmokegoes 
out oftbe windows, which ‘are without glaf 8 ,and remain always open, 
even in thc.feverefi weather. Wood is not fcarce in this country. 

flertuaki No lodging foi; travellers. A quarter of .a^Swedifh mile tp 
the right, before you oome tp Yervenkyle, you will fee the road that 
Icadsto the cafcade of Kyro. 

Yervenkylt. Two or 4 h)ree pCafanjps’, bqufes, with a little cottage to ro> 
cdve dmiigers : the' latter (toly c of one room, with two beds 
and a (love. The peafant of this cottage is a good bohdH creature, 
and feems to Ij'M with tolerable eafe. Yervenkyle is not the (Iraigbteft 
way to go to Wa^jtqjt.tga made this circuit, in order to fee the caf- 
cade of Kyro. : 
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Stages bttween Stockholm 
and Uleaborg, through 
Finland, 

Swedi(h 

tbiles. 

Arrival ami 
Dejjariure, 

State of the 
Weather. 
Thermometer 
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0 " " 

Expences in 
Swedifli Monejr, . 



' 


‘ 

Kix-d. Skil. 

Riala. ^., 

2 

April l. 


3 borfes 

1 0 





2 fledges 

0 4 





.3 men 

0.9 

Palkana*kuin. ...... 

H 


■ t ■ 

'3 horfes 

J 3 



2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Kuifvvais. 

n 



3 horfes 

1 15 


i’ ■ 


2 fledges 

3 men 

» 

0 4 

0 9 

Koiku^ . • A 

< 

.2i 



3 horfes 

1 
1 12 





2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Lamba., 

a 

Arr, 1 Ip. m. 

10° Q 

a horfes 

1 0 

m 



2 fledges 

0 4 



April 2 , 

G a, m. 

1 5® 9 

3 men 

t 

0 9 

Rdinicka. ; 

.- 2i , 


A* 

3 bdrfes 

1 18 

■ c 



2 fledges 

0 4 




» 

3 men . 

0 9 
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Aia/a : a houfe in the famous wood 6f Kyrb* The accommodations arc 
pretty good : the road is conftantly among the woods ; we faw foxes. 

• • 

Pajkana-kaifi, Strangers may get a lodging here. The road goes through 
the wood, and for the laft quarter of a mile (Swed.) over the ice of a 
fmali lake. 

Kttlfwais. Here is fome fort of lodging for ftrangers. I'he road conflantly 
among the woods, where you now and then will meet with a little 
lake. The peafants do not follow^the main road in thefe woods, but 
keep the ftraighteft line pofUble; and in order not to mifs their way, 
the trees that you ought to pafs have been marked with a hatchet. 
This is the fame mode of travelling as is adopted in the woods of 
America. 

Kojhta, No lodging for ftrangers. We pafled a little river, the ice of 
which cracked Under our fledges, and threatened to break every mo- 
ment. 

LambUj pronouticed LamhS. There il a^gr^at room with three beds for 
travellers^ V 

Reimcka* In this houfo they gave us a kind of very coarfe chcele, 
which they roaft by the fire in the fame manner 'as they toaft the 
chcefe in England. The people are of a very hofpitable difpofition. 
We proceeded for two miles over the ice, which in fome places is fo 
clear and tranfparent, that we could fee the floncs and fiflies at the 
bottom. 


VoL, IL 3 B 


Talvizic 
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Stages between Stockhohn] 
. and Ulcaborg though 
Finhind, 


SwedliJr 


State ot the 

Arrival and 

Weather. 

M’des. 

Departure. 

Thermometer 


of Celfiiis. 

31 

'31 

li 

H 

April 2. 

A thaw 
about noon. 



i 

Arr. ibp. m. 

5** 0 


Staid 

April 3, 


Aprils and 4 

Q a. m. 3° O 
At poon a 


■ 

1 

thaw. 
April 4, 


Departed 

morn. 6° o 


April 5, 

noon 4° 0 


8 a. m. 

even. 4° o 

H 

i 


8® 0 

Arr. 10 a. m. 

c 

A thaw about 
noon, as the 



Staid 

day before. 


April 5, 

Towards 

midnight 4 °o 


6, 

morn. 3”o 
noon thaw; 


Departed 

therm. 4® o 


April;, 

niidn. l°o 


7 a m. 

2®o 


Expenccs in 
Swedilh Money. 


Talvizfe. 


Tuokola. 


Gumfila . 




Tooby 


Wafa < 


3 faorfes 

2 fledges 

3 men 


3 horfes 

2 fledges 

3 men 

3 horfes 
•2 fledges 
3 men 


3 horfes 
2: fledges 
3 men 


[Rlx.d. Skii, 

1 3 

0 4 

0 9 


I 6 
0 4 

0 9 

0 36 
0 4 

0 9 


0 42 
0 4 

0 9 


3 horfes 

2 fledges 

3 men 

3 horfes 

2 fledges 

3 men 


0 30 
a 4 
0 9 

O 18 
O 4 
0 9 
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T ihizie. Here is a room for travellcra. As there were no young men 
in the houfe, a young girl followed the fledge in the capacity of driver. 
This is a,vcry common thing in Finland, that girls attend the tra- 
vellers, in order to take back the horfes, ^ . 

Tuokola, No lodging. There are two houfes On the left bank of a- 
river, on which we travel as far as Gumfila, and which being open in> 
lj!me places threatened us with danger. 

Gumfila. I perceived no place whfl^f^ a ftranger might be lodged. As 
our journey was to continue on^he fame river which would pre- 
fent the fame dangers, two guides offered themfcives to (hew us the 
fafeft route. 

Sillampe ; good accommodation for paflengers. There lived a widow in 
eafy circuniflanocs, as it appeared, who was provided with every thing 
nccefliiry for travellers. Here is a fmall church. 


Toohy, An apartment for ftrangers. The country is flat. Meadows of 
confiderablc extent, which having been flooded, afforded a plcafaint 
paffage for our fledges over the ice. 

Wajii is the capital of the government of the fame name. There is a 
fea-port, a tribunal of jullice, a prefident, and a governor. 


Ko(ky 


3B2 
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.STOCP^LM TO XJLEABORG, 


3^7 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

kojky. This is, properly fpeaking, ngt a place for changing horfes. We 
however took this route at the advice of the governor of Wafa, who 
direfled^thc peafants to keep horfcs in readinefs for us, in order that, 
by going on the river, we might get upon the ice of the fea, and thus 
travel more eafily with our fledges; but Igcannot recommend this 
road. The peafants are not accuftoined to this employment, and do 
not know how to adt, fo that one is expofed to inconvenience. 

Wc came by the common poft-rojAto Manmo; but the two lad miles 
were over land, and the ways ewemciy bad. I have rcafon to fuf- 
pcdl that the peafants did not fonow the orders of the governor, anti 
the route he had traced out for us. The whole of the way from 
Manmo to Onganger was over the icc of the fea. 

Ongan^er. No place for pafiengers to lodge at.* Wc proceeded con- 
ftantly over the Frozen Sea, traverfing the bays, and palling between 
iflands or rocks, that rofe above the furfacc of the ice. On the left 
the high fea is feen, on the right the coaft, which is very flat, and 
prefents at Ibme diftance pine woods to view. 

Mono is a pcalant's houfe, without any accommodation for travellers. 
One-third of the way goes over the icc of the fea, two-thirds over 
land. 

Skrivars. I faw no place for the reception of paflengers. We went 
continually on the ice of the fea, where we faw feme boats frozen in, 
near to which we paiied with our fledges. 

I^rkarnefs. No place to accommodate flrangers. This is likewife a 
deviation from the niain road, which wc preferred, for the benefit ot 
the ice by fea, as the paflage over land was very bad. We were com- 
pelled to travel all night for want of lodging, and fearing the thaw, 
which began to diminilh the ice." 

6 Fagernefs 
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F^gjfn^fs., ...... . 


April?. 


3 horfes 

Rix d. skit. 

1 0 





2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Kurofolk. .« . . 

1 



3 horles 

0 24 


• 


1 

2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Gamla Carleby. .... 

2 

Arrived 


3 horfes 

1 0 



ApwiiS, 


2 fledges 

0 4 



6 aim. 

i*e 

3 men 

0 9 



DepaAed at 






noon. 

i*Q 



Ojanala. • 

3 



3 horfes 

J 24 





2 fledges 

0 6 





3 men 

0 9 

Hignala. 

2 

Arr. 7 p. m. 

Thaw with 

3 horfes 

1 0 



Departed 

fnow. 

2 fledges 

0 4 



April 9, 


3 men 

0 9 



9 a.rn. 

2^0 



Rocola ........... 



1 



Oajoki. 

(af- 


About qo6h 

% 

3 horfes 

1 39 




A"" dp and a 

3 fledges 

0 6 




great thaw... 

3 men 

0 9 
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Fagernefs. This place is celebrated for good horfes, and we had indeed 
very excellent ones. There is no lodging for ftrangers. 

« 

Kurofolk, Some fiflicrmcn’s huts ; no accommodation for travellcra. 
The pcafants here, as in other parts of Finland and Sweden, fleep in 
beds three llories high, one over the other. 

Gamh Carhby \ a fmall town in the government of Wafa. In thepoft- 
houfe, where you change horfe^here are fomovery decent apart- 
ments for travellers. / 


Ojamhi a pcafant’s houfcj in which no paflengers can be received. 
You fhould always take the precaution not to, fufFer yourfelf to be 
conducted over land when the paffage for fledges is bad ; but defire 
and even oblige your drivers to keep on the ice, though the way 
fliould be rather longer. 

Iligmla. Lodgings for travellers. You ought not to rifle travelling in 
the night under this latitude in the winter feafon, becaufe you cannot 
well diflinguilh the road on the ice, and may deviate from your direc- 
tion. 

Wc (hould have gone by Rocola ; but being on the ice of the fca, we 
rnuft have fetched a circuit to the right, for the fake of changing 
horfts, and come back the fame way : we therefore engaged the 
horfes wc had to tring us ftrajghtways to Kalajoki. 

Kalajokl No dwelling for travellers. The road proceeds over the ice 
of the fea' which is broken by the rocks underneath the furface, 
when it finks or lowers itfelf lb as to touch them : this has a very 
pretty appearance. 


Yowala 
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IU8.d. Skit. 

Yowaliu 

u 

April 9, 


3 borfes 

0 27 



2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Kevialuoto. 




3 borfiSS 

0 30 


*TT 

if 



2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Luoto. 

1 

Arr. 1^, m. 

A thaw. 

3 horfes 

0 24 



j Apnk JO, 


2 fledges 

0 4 



Depahcd 


3 men 

0 9 



7 a. in. 

I'o 



SiniludtD. - . . . ^ . 




3 horfes 

1 0 





2 fledges 

0 4 


* 



3 men 

0 9 


1 


About noon 

*3 horfes 

0 24 


i 

• 

■ 1 

a great thaw; 

2 fledges 

0 4 




6® 6 

3 men 

0 9 


41 


■■ ■ ■ ■ 1 

3 horfes 

0 17 





2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Gertuala. . • • 

^ i-A- ' 


1 . 

3 horfes 

0 34 





2 fledges 

0 4 





3 men 

0 9 

Karicanda. • 


Arr. 9'p. in9. 

A cdntinued 

3 horfes 

0 26 



April Hi- 

thdW. 

2 fladges 

0 4 



Dej^ed 


"3 men 

0 9 



7 8. 0). 

The fun bid 

■'V 





the clouds 



Ui^oxd. . . . « . . . 


Arr. at noon. 

.’*• •..a. 

3 horfes 

2 36 





fledges 

0 8 



: 


3 men 

0 l6 



LQCALf OBSER^^Oks, 

Yowala* Here you find a room with two beds^ at the fcrvice of tra- 
vellers. The whole of this coaft prefents nothing interefting to the 
painter : Jthe country is flat. 

' 'a 

Kevialmto* No reception for travellers. We travelled continually on 
the ice, though iho paflage was far from being pleafant, on account 
of the rocks by which the ice was broken, and the road made very 
uneven and rough. 

Luoio. Here arc two or thrw roor^^^ to accommodate travellers. You 
may even get coffee at this place. 

Shiihioto. The pofl-houfc being on the (hore, we had no occafion to 
drive up to it, but the horffs, which were ready, were fent down to 
us ; they were put to on the ice, and we purfued our journey. I do 
not know whether there are any lodgings for palTengers. 

Brakeftad\s a fmall town, which has a fea-port, an^ carries on fome 
commerce. There is an indifferent fort of inn there 5 and the town 
does not appear to advantage upon entering it. 

Lajfila. No lodging for travellers. , Tbe peafants feem to be poor. 


Geriuah^ No accommoclalion for ff rangers. There is a church, and the 
parfon lives in a very comfortable houfe. Ho is faid to be one of the 
richefl clergyinen in Finland. 

Karicanda. Paflbngcrs find j,: lodging here : there is a parlour and two 
bed-rooms. 


Uleahorg. The capital of Ofirobotboia. It is the refidcncc of a go- 
vernor and feme inferior magiflratcs. 

Vot.II. 3G. . 


Ulcaborg 
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Uiaiborg. 

c ' ' 

Set off about 

midDight. 

June 9 . 

■ ^ 

N..B. It being fummer, 
a cart or carriage i$ re- 
quired inflead of a 
fledge; as far as Oiver 
Tomea, where horfes 
are no longer made 
ufe of. 


Ttikuri ...... t .. . 

H 

• a ««''• * «'« a'a 

r 

A. .. 

i ^ a » • • • • • • 

3 hotfes 

2 carta 

3 men 

11.4. ttu. 

0 30 
0 4 
0 9 

ICaiTmltt: ^ ^ * 

ti 

• 

June 10 . 
AiEt.^ a,a. 0). 


3 borfes 

3 men 

0 24 
0 4 
0 9 



V^la..vii....... 

' 



3 borfea 

2 carta 

3 men 

0 30 
0 4 
0 9 

Saffi. ............ 

a 

• .-i , . .. 

•r • • • t • a s’a 

•y 

3 horfes 

2 carts 

3 men 

1 0 
0 4 
0 9 

Teflile. 

>J 

M ' 


« 

■■V 

3 borfes 

2 carts 

3 men 

3 horfta 

2 carta, 

3 men 

0 42 
0 4 

0 9 

0 27 

0 4 
0 9 

Htttta 

J 

Arredium. 
June 11 , 
Departed 

S a. m. 

• a. ♦ ••#•••• 

t a'i 
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leaving have to crbfe the a iTcrry-boat, which will 

hold horfes and carriage. The fen^ ii at the mouth of the river, 
where it is two miles and about 100 yards broad. You coaft along 
tvvoiflands^ Piti Saari andHiela Saari,,and leaye them on the left. 
On thefe inands they boil the tar, which; confiitates the chief article 
of the exports of Ulcaborg^ 

TuiurL ^me arrangcmenr&r the recq>tipn of travellers. Here is the' 
river Aukipudas to pafs in a ferny. It is about four hundred and 
fifty yards acrofs. The roads excellent ; you fee every where great 
woods. 

Kaupila. A room for paflengers/’ The country almoft quite flat. A 
great deal of pine and flr^wpod : birches very common. 

The village of F(gola is fituat^ on one fi<ie, and the fmall town of Lo 
on the dttscr fide of the rh^r Lo, which is fix hundred and twenty* 
five yards broaU. There is^much falmon caught in this neighbour* 
hood. f ' ' ", A 

t^l^ dweil^tig A girl of twenty years of age at? 

tende^ ns in the quality of d Here is another ferry over the 
rivet Kuivaniehii which < yM have to pafs: it is about one hundred 
and fifty yard^acroifsf % 

TeJUkk; A iobo^ibr paflengei^ 


v A :&t of peA^ houfes^ where a traveler may he 
in64ated. 


3 C2 


£rva|^ 



3^. jgMlW ■ » 


Stages betVew Ulei^rg 
aud the North Cape, 


ATrivaJ and 
Departure. 

Weather. 

Th^rmpineter 

oiCeljjus. 

* 

. 4 ■ V 

Expences in 
Swedilh Money. 

Eryaft, i 

li 

Jttoe il. 

», » a* a 'f • 

3 hprfe 3 

2 carts 

3 men 

llix.d. SkU. 

0 24 
0 4 

0 9 

Rautlola : 

i 


"'- T T ■ ■ t , 1 

aiiories 

0 12 





jCarta,; 

3 men ' 

Q 2 

b 6 

Kctni. i ......... . 


Arr. 3 p. n). 
S^jid 




■ 


June ^4. 
June 15. 

■ , ■ . ■ . i 




4 


• f e e i 

3 borfM 

Q 30 




'• . '..-k ••••. • 

3, carts . 

0 4 


• ;■ ■ .y. ; 

■ f, ■■■.;' : 


3 i»en 

0 9 

■ 

Toroca,,,......,>; 

1 

June. 13,, 


'SJiories. 

0 , 24 


■■ : 

Art., at noon- 
Staid 


carte ■; 
Amep 

0 4 

0 9 

Kukjkp. .......... . 


June 14,*' 
13, l6. 
Departed 
June 17. 


. .V’ 


: . 


• • 


0 24 




: , • v..-' 


. 




'i'miW'A;' 

0* 9 

FrapMla. ........ . 

li 


a., < •■■»' a.'*' 

.3 iiotfea. 

rb 36 

■ ' v;.; ■ 

i'*. 

. ■ .-i M 

■d\Js 


.vfts-«-4- 

. ■'t. . 



■ ■ . -v 

li men ^ 

09 

.■ ' -.V',,. ■ ■■ V'. . ■ 


• \ 

■" ■ • a. ■■/'■. . 


f ■'* ■■ ' 






CAPE. 355 


LOCAL OBSERVATrONS. 


Ervajl, A room for travellers. 


is 8 fmall village on the left bank of the Kemi, which isacon- 
fiderable river, and flows with great rapidity, 

Kemt is alfo the name of the pariflii where the church and the redtor’s 
houfe are, on the right bank of the river Kemi, The road hilly : you 
pafs a little bridge over the river Hakama. 


No apartments for travellers. The ice having deftroyed 
all the bridges between this and Tornea, we wel-e obliged to crofs fe- 
veral branches of the riv^r Licdakala in a ferry 4>oat, as likewife the 
river Kumo. At laft you pafs the river Tornea by means of a ferry, 
leaving the horfes on the left ^nk, and taking with you your luggage 
only. , 

Tornea is a* iteall- trading town, fitu^ a peninfula at the mouth 

of the river Torheak You go fotnc way up the river, and leave on 
your right a fmail wood of pine-trees, tWib only ones in this vicinity. 


: this word fignifies in the Finoifti language a coch Two or 
three houfes, wthout any ac&mmodation for travellers. 

No lodging for paflengers. You go clofe by a fmall country 
houfe belonging to Mr. IKicha^d, a merchant of Tornea, 

Korpicula 







Stages between TJleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swediih 

Miles. 

Arrival and 
^"Departare. 

! State ot lihe 
Weather. 

1 'I'hcnnometcr 
of Gebius. 

Expences in 
Swediih Money. 






kix-«i. tkil. 

Korpicuia .tv.. . 

■ H 

June 17. , 

. « •; n * 

3 Iwrfcs 

0 33 





2 carts 

0 4 





3 men 

* ■ ■ 

0 9 

KirkoroekU i. . . . . 

M 

Arr. about i 


3 borfes 

0 33 



tnidnight. 


2 carls 

0 4 



June 18. 


3 men 

0 9 



Departed 



1 



wrly. 



1 

Niemis; . . . . 

I 

. • .*i . . 


3 horfes 

0 18 




1 . ; • . .f, ■ ■ 

2 carts 

0 4 





3 merf 

0 9 

1 ■ 

MiittoreAge^ or Ofver 

li 

Arrived 

■' ■ 

3 horfes 

0 30 

Tocnea . ^ 


about moon. 


i (»rls 

0 4 



June 20. 


3 men* 

99 


'’S 

■ Departed.* 






about noon. 




Kiltilicnpe . 

1 \ 


■ - ' 

boats 




- 


slnd4inei) 

0 22 

Tolufis, Of Juoxenge 

n 

# ^ .. 

. « • .a. . • * . 

,2 borts 






8od4 men 

0 28 

Tc^ttla. >. . . . . . rv 

' 1 ■ '■ 

June 21. • 

. • t". • . «' • V •' ' 

2 beats 




Arr. ion. m. 

' ' 

and 4 men 

0 22 

■* 

i 

• , j 






• Here ii' an end of roads and hdrfe8» and yon mull ficacefortB troVd in Iroiti. t 
reckon that a gentleman, with bis fervant and an interpreter, which is neceflary in this 
country, cannot do with lefs than two boats, efpecially on account of the baggie and 
provifloos, which take up a good deal of room. The following calculation of expences 
IS therefore made, upon the fuppofition that two boats and four rowers ^re employed. 



UI^ABOR^^tP lHE NORTH CAPE. 


• LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Korpicula, fignifiea.^ place cwered mth wood* No dwelling for (Iran- 
gers : there arc but two houfes on tb^rtgbt bank of the river, which 
at this place forms a round bafon or lutle lake. You have a view of 
the waterfall called Matkakojku 

Kirkomeki in the language of the couiftry, ^7 church on a hill 

There is a church and pretty good lodgings. 


Niemis fignifies a pronifiniory. There is a houfe on the left bank of the 
little river Armasjoki, and a fmalf wooden bridge over the river. The 
road continues hilly. 

Mattorenge is the name of the village, nnd Ofver Tornea, or Upper Tor- 
nea, that of the churchy the parifiii and the redos's houfe, Situated 
on the right hank of the rive,r Tornea. Oppofite, on the left bank, 
is the mountain Avafaxa. We proceeded in a boat on the river 
Tornea. 


Kaulimpe. Some peafanfs houfes on the left bank of the river. They 
here ti(h for falmon ; and there arc people to attend you with their 
boats in your journey up the river. 

Tolufis. Here you chapge boats. You pafs the waterfalls of KatUIa 
Ko(ki,> whore (be French academicians have fixed the tranfit of the 


get a lodging, and change boats, with people 
;tQ row you. There are many wa^rfalls to pafs, and fix hours were 
occupied in petrfonning tbeie two miles. The moft remarkable water- 
fall k that of Forofkciki. You have a view of mount Kittis, the laft. 




JOpiWEl FR|i»* 


Stages between Uleaborg 
and Che Korth. Cape. 

SwediiQk 

Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of tSc 
Weather. 
Thermometer 
ofCelilus.* 

• - 

Expences in 
Swediih Money. 


2 

JttOC 

Arr. 4 p. ni. 

V 1 • • •• • • • 

2 boats 
and ^ men 

RU-d. skU.'^ 

0 46 

Kardis. 

3 



2 boats 
and 4 men 






1 18 

Kengis Bruk ...... 

M 

Arrived 
JuncM. 
Departed 
June 25 . 


2. boats 




and 4 men 

1 12 

Koliarc. .......... 

3i 

Depahed 
June 26. 

morn. 1906 
noon 24 6 
even. 10 0 
heat of the 
fun 36® 6 
the water 
15 ® 6 

2 boats 



and 4 men 

2.^42 

Muonionifca. ...... 

r. 11 

Staid till 

June 27 * 

morning I9®> 
noon 1,9 

evening 1 7 
water 15 
the fun ■+ 

2 boats 



! Julyi. 

j 

and 4 men 

5 36 




Jun9 28. 
mo. 13® no. 15® 
ev. IS® wa. 15® 






June 29. 

mo. 13» no. 16* 
^.wa.l4^ 






June 30; 
mo. 10® no. 25® 
ev. 2S® wa. -f -f 
fun 






July 1 . ; 

ino. 23® no. 27 ® 
ev,23® wa, 15® 
fun 370 







Ui^CABORO TO THE NORTO CAPE. 



LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Pello» Clofe to that place is an iron foundcry called Swanftcm* Here 
are boats and attendants to be had. 

- *■ , iir* 

Kardis^^^ pcafant’s houfe. Boats and attendants to be had. 

> 

At Kengis Bruk is an iron foundery, the infpedlor of which lives in a 
good and convenient houfe: a great waterfall. Near this place the 
river Tornea joins the river Muonio. 

Kalian is a fmall village where thejpeafants feem to be in pretty cafy 
circumflanccs : boats and attendance. Here we had the famous Si- 
mon, the moft adlive and expert Finlander of any we ever met with, 
in mounting up and defeending from the waterfalls. Some of them 
in this diredlion are quite impafiable ; you are«then obliged to drag 
the boat for a mile over landj among woods that are almoft impe- 
netrable. 

Muonionifia^ z fmall hamlet, with a church and a parfon. You may 
get a lodging here, and boats with attendance. Between Kollare and 
Muonionifea you meet with a fmall colony called Kiglange, confid- 
ing only of two families that arc very poor. 


Vol. il 3 D 


Ofver 



JOURNEY FROM 


Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 


Swcdilh 
mile^. ' 

Arnval and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather, 
Thermometer 
of Celdus. 

1 

July 1. 

, 

mom. 18® 6 
noon 2Q 
even, ip 
water 18 



fun 45 - 






3 

July a. 

morn, 25“6 


St 

noon 27 
even. 20 

5 


water 21 
fun 35 



9 ■ ■ 

5 



2 



1 

July4. 

17 ® 6 


Staid till 

noon 18 


July 6. 

even. * 11 
water ig 
fun 

1 




i'. 

i 

1 


Expcnces in 
Swcdilh Money. 


Ofver Muonionifca. 


KelketAiando. 


Pallajovcnio 




Suontajcrvi. 
Lappajcrvi. - 


Pallojcrvi. 

Kintafara. 


Reftijoki. 


N. B. 

[Theyholc] 
of this 
journey 
was per-| 
formed 
with 2 
boatsandl 
4 men^ 
without 
chang- , 
ing, for 
which wei 

paid to- 
gether. . 

B. 

Prom thisl 
place wej 
engaged 
feme 


dm, at II 


12 0 







ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 


LOCAL OBSpiVATIONS. 

* 

Ofver Muomonifcay ov Upper Muonionifca. The habitation of a Fin- 
lander. There arc no boats to be had at this place. The people of 
Muonionifca brought u$ as far as Reftijoki. 

KeJkeffuando : a fmall Finnifh fettlement. The merchants of Tornea have 
built here an apartment with a fire-place, to (lop at in their journeys 
to the fairs in winter. 

Palkyovenio is the firfl Finnifh colony in Lapland, properly fo called. 
You pafs the frontiers of Oftrobothnia between Kelketfuando and 
Pallajovcnio. 

Suontajervi. Here lives a fingle Lapland family, clofc by a lake of the 
fame name (jervi (ignifics a lake). No boats are to be had here in 
fummer, becaufc the Laplanders go from home to fifli. 

Lappajervi^ a Lapland fettlement, about half a mile (Swed.) in the inte- 
rior of the country, on the right of the river. No boats to be had. 

Pallojerviy a lake without any habitj^tion near it. 

Kintafari^ an iflahd in the lake of Pallojervi, without any permanent 
habitation. Some Laplanders occafionally flay there duling the fifli- 
ing feafon. 


Rejlijokii the name of the river which flows into the lake of Pallojervi. 
A defert country. We fell in with fomc wandering Laplanders on 
the right bank of the river. You arc obliged to go on foot. 


3 Da 


Kevijervi 



3 ?* 


JQimNEY FROM 


Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 


Kevijervi. 


Ajtijervi. 


KautokeinO* 


Keinowdppi. . . . ; , 



Arrival and 

State of 

Swediih 

Weather, 

Miles. 

Departure. 

Thermometer 


of Celfius. 

1 

July 6. 

morn. 

14° 6 



noon 

20 



even. 

17 

, Z 


water 

18 



fun 

43 

1 







; 6* 

July 7. 

morn. 

10“ 6. 



noon 

V 



even. 

20 



water 

10 



ifun 

43 



Ms. 



mdlR. 

15® 6 



noon 

22 



even. 

i6 



water 

15 • 



fun ‘ 

+ 


1 

i 

Julyp. 
morn. 14° 6 



noon 

25 



even. 

13 


i'' 

water 

I0t 



fun 

40 

4 

L . . . 



. , V 





Exjiences in 
Swcdifli Money. 


rix-d. perj 
day lo at- 
tend U8.V 
\Yc.had 
feven of 
them fori 
adayand 
a half as 
far as 
Kauto- 
keino^ 
which 
made to- 
gether a| 
Aim of. 




5 12 


* Here m the Norwegian milesi which bear to die SD^dish a proportion as IS to 16. 
t The temperature of the water 1 generally took about 6 or 7 o'clock in the evening. 




ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 


m. 


LOCAL OfiSERVATIONS. 


Kevijervi, a lake, without any habitation near it, and a dcfert country. 
ThislAe is upon the frontier of Norwegian Lapland, which the 
Danes call 


Jjdjervii another lake: no dwelling near it. You neither meet with 
people nor houfes till you conie to Kautoheinoy to which place you 
proceed down the river Pej^pojovaivi* 


Kautokeino is a fmall Lapland village. There is* a church, and in win- 
ter alfo a clergyman. Here you may hire boats and men to purfue 
your journey. 


keinowappi, a place on the left bank of the river, where we pafted the 
night under our tent. No houles nor people ; the countiy quite- 
dcfert. 








375 


UEEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 


LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Mari, Here is a fmall church for the convenience of the Laplanders 
in winter. No body lives here in fummer. Hence you meet with 
neither Iboufes nor people till you get clofe to Alien. 

Kotnosjoki is the name of a river (joki fignifies a river). Here we quilted 
the river Alten and our boats, to traverfe the mountains on foot. No 
veflige of a human habitation all this way. 

i- * 

Salvargo ^ : a deferted cottage, where we pafled the night in the miclll 
of mountains. We again joined the river Alton near the fpot where 
it receives the river Katiojoki. Unlefs you meet with fome people 
that are fifhing for falinon, you are obliged either to fwim acrofs the 
river, or to go up its banks till you find a place which is fordable. 

Lainie is a fmall village, where we ftopt before we proceeded to Alton. 

Alten is only the houfe of a merchant, with fome eftablifhincnt of pea- 
fantry about it. It is fituated on the gulf of Alten Fiord, which is 
an arm of the Frozen Ocean. A quarter of a mile hence (Swed. or 
Nowegian) is Altengaard, which is properly the refidence of the bai- 
liff of Norwegian Lajjand, and belongs to the government of Dron- 
theim.-* 


Preceded 



376 JOURNEY FROM 


Stages bctw’een Ulcaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swediih 

Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 
Thermometer 
of Cellius. 

Expcnccs in 
Swediih Money. 

Proceeded on tfie 
Journey towards 
the North Cape. 

iy'., C- 

July i 6 . 

morn. 16° 6 
noon 17 
even. 10 
water of the 
icy fea 6 ° 6 
fun 24 

0 

N. B. 
The whole 
of the 

Rlk.d. skit. 

Havefund 

10 

July 17. 

morn. 9 ° 6 
noon 1 1 
even. 10 
fea 6 

fun 24 

expence, 
with one 
boat and 
4 rowers 
from Al- 
ten to 


Noath Capb. • . . . . 

3 

< 

July 18, 
Arrived 
at midnight. 

morn. 12 ® 6 
noon 1 5 
even. 20 
fea 6 

fun 26 

1 

the 

North 

1 Cape 
amount- 
ed to. . . 

5 12 









ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Havefund: the houie of a merchant, upon an illand which forms a (Irait 
called by that name. Sund lignifies a ftrait. 


The North Cafe is the moll northern point of Meagre Illand, in the 
Norway tongue called Magerm, under 7 1 * icf north latitude. 



378 METEOROtOClCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

0 


Js for my Reitirn, the Route may be feen upon the Map pr fixed to 
the Second Volume.. The Expences ivere nearly the fame’, and 1 
Jhall only tranfcribe my meteorological Obfervations,for the Sake of 
. thofe 'Doha are curious about fuch Remarks. 

July ig. On the or the Frozen Ocean morning aa’S 

noon 25 

evening 19 

Water of the Icy Sea 7 

: « The Sun - 30 

July 20. On the Icy Sea, in returning to Alten morning 24 

noon 26 

evening 23 

Water of the Icy Sea 13 

The Sun - , 39 

A perfed calm reigned on the fea, and 1 do not remember having 
ever fuifered greater heat in my life than in this journey. The calms 
here perfectly referable thofe which Vaillant and other travellers deferibe 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

July 21. At Alten - , . morning 25“ o 

noon 27 

• ' evening 25 

The fea water near the fhore 1 3 

The fun « - 42 

Jtdy 22. At Alton - - morning 20 

noon 21 

evening 16 

fun 32 

July 23 and 24 was prevented from making obfervations. 


Jtdy 



METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

379 

Jtiljl 25. At A^en 

morning 

10*^5 


noon > 

J2 


evening 

9 

July 26 . Set off from Alien 

morning 

10 

. »■ 

noon 

13 


evening 

9 

July TJ. ^ Pafled the mountains ; gloomy weather 

morning 

9. 

Some fnow fell 

noon 

6 


evening 

3 

July 28. Among the mountains 

morning 

3 


noon 

4 


evening 

4 

July 29 , On the river Alten, returning to Kautokeino 

morning 

4 


noon 

5 


evening 

5 

Water of the river 

14 


fun 

+ 

July 30. At Kautokeino ... 

morning 

9 


noon 

12 


evening 

11 

July. 31. On our way from Kautokeino to Enontekis 

morning 

8 


noon 

10 

Gloomy weather 

evening 

3 

Auguft 1 / Among the mountains on the bounJ&ry of 



Swedifli and Norwegian Lapland 

morning 

2 


noon 

11 


evening 

11 

Auguft 2 . - - 

morning 

8 


noon 

11 


evening 

11 

We arrived at Enontekis towards the evening 


Auguft 3. On the river Muonio 

morning 

5 


noon 

8 


evening 

6 



Auguft 



38o meteorological OBSERVATIONS. ? 


jiugttfi 

4. On the river Muonio 

^orning 



• 

noon 

10 



evening 

6 

Avgufi 

5. At Muonionifea 

- morning 

6 


* 

noon 

11 



evening 

8 

Au^iijl 

6. On the river Muonio 

morning 

7 


- 

noon 

7 



evening 

6 

Augujl 

7. AtRcngis 

morning 

6 



noon 

8 


. 

evening 

7 

Augufi 

8. On the river Tornea 

morning 

8 



noon 

11 



evening 

9 

Augufi 

9. At Ofver Tornea 

naorning 

8 


V 

noon 

10 



evening 

7 

Augufi 10. At Tornea 

morning 

7 



noon 

9 



evening 

6 

Aup^ 

11. This day we travelled from Tornea to Uleaboig, and ar- 


rived at the latter place towards the evening. 
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